
































DeVos Children’s Hospital 
Testimony to the 

Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention and Control Commission 
August 2, 2005 

 
 Thank you for the opportunity to come before you this morning.  My name is 
Maria Cruz, and I am the Program Coordinator of the PANC program at 
Spectrum Health Healthier Communities. Spectrum Health’s children’s hospital, 
DeVos Children’s Hospital (DVCH), is a member of the Get the Lead Out! 
collaborative. Dr. Jeri Weyher is the medical director of DeVos Children’s 
Hospital’s Lead Clinic which is the longest operating lead clinic in Michigan.  
 
DeVos Children’s Hospital is very willing and eager to work with the Commission  
to fulfill the charge you received from the governor.  Specifically, we hope to 
advance your efforts on the following action steps which we believe will support 
medical care providers enabling them to prevent and treat lead poisoning in 
pregnant woman and children. These action steps are adding lead testing results 
to the Michigan Childhood Immunization Registry (MCIR) and the creation of the 
Lead Safe House Registry. 
 
• We encourage the commission to introduce legislation allowing for the 

integration of childhood lead poisoning blood lead testing activity and results 
into the Michigan Childhood Immunization Registry(MCIR).  The $200,000 
appropriations needed to make this change effective by the end of 2005 must 
also be provided. 

o Including the results of lead testing in the MCIR would eliminate costly 
retesting of children for lead levels. Frequently children have had their 
lead tested at the WIC program or another community clinic. However, 
when they come to a routine appointment with their health care 
provider that information is not available. In order to provide 
appropriate treatment, the physician must have the blood test drawn 
again, possibly delaying treatment and subjecting the child to an 
uncomfortable procedure. 

o (Experience of PANC clients) 
 
• We also encourage the commission to build upon the 2004 legislations 

creating a statewide Lead-Safe Housing Registry by enacting legislation to 
make the Lead Safe Housing Registry mandatory for all rental property by 
2012.  

o Treating lead poisoning can almost always be done on an outpatient 
basis. However, there are times when physicians admit children for 
treatment to ensure they are in a safe environment. Treating lead 
poisoning is ineffective if the child is still in a lead poisoned 
environment. A Lead Safe Housing Registry would allow physicians to 
check the status of a poisoned child’s house and make appropriate 
treatment decisions. 



o (Experience of PANC clients) 
 
Thank you, again, for the opportunity to testify before this committee. We are 
encouraged by the creation of the Commission and look forward to working with 
you to end childhood lead poisoning.   
 
I’d be happy to answer any questions.  Otherwise, if we can be of additional 
support, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
 
Dr. Jeri Weyher     Maria Cruz 
Jeri.Weyher@spectrum-health.org  maria.cruz@spectrum-health.org 
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