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FOOD SERVICE

ADMINISTRATIVE POLICY #3
SCHOOL YEAR 2004/2005

SUBJECT:
Use of Shelf-Stable Milk in the National School Lunch Program

DATE:

September 13, 2004
In April 2003, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved a program to process commodity shelf-stable milk designed to increase milk consumption, while accelerating removal of surplus nonfat dry milk from inventory, and reducing costs for recipients.  Since that time, USDA has heard of instances where recipients want to stop purchasing fluid milk from the local dairy and purchase only the commodity shelf-stable product to save money.  However, please be reminded that this practice is strictly prohibited.  Recipients must continue to purchase and offer their historical quantities of fluid milk from the local dairy in a variety of fat contents.  

When used in accordance with established guidance, USDA believes the shelf-stable milk can enhance meal service and encourage children to consume a variety of milk products.  The shelf-stable milk is to provide a milk option for recipients when milk requiring refrigeration may not be the best choice for service.  Acceptable uses for the shelf-stable milk include:
· Summer food service

· Satellite meal service

· Field trips

· Breakfast in the classroom and other “brown bag or grab’n go” type food service

· Before/after extended vacation times or other school calendar breaks and unexpected closures (example: snow days)

· Expanding flavor choices to include flavors not available from the local dairy or regular milk provider, and

· Special promotional or theme days
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Sponge-Bob shelf-stable milk utilizing commodity nonfat dry milk will be available for recipients in Michigan to order for School Year 2005.  Sponge-Bob milk meets the state definition of fluid milk and may be used in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) as a credible meal component.  However, per this Administrative Policy, Sponge-Bob milk should not be used in lieu of fluid dairy milk from your local dairy.
Beginning October 1, 2004, Food Service Administrative Policies will no longer be mailed.  They will only be available on-line.  To access:

1. Go to http://michigan.gov/mde
2. Click on Programs and Offices.

3. Click on Grants Coordination and School Support.

4. Scroll down to Office Unit and Services and click on School Meals.

5. Click on Administrative Policies.
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