BAY REGION

The Bay Region includes 13 counties in the Saginaw
Bay area. They are: Arenac, Bay, Clare, Genesee,
Gladwin, Gratiot, Huron, Isabella, Lapeer, Midland,
Saginaw, Sanilac, and Tuscola. Major state trunklines
include: I-75, 1-69, US-127, US-23 and US-10.

In the Bay Region, a priority is to continue to provide
transportation services to the region’s agricultural industry,
among other things, preserving its status as a sugar beet
producer and worldwide exporter of beans. The highways
of the Bay Region also serve the Flint, Saginaw, Bay City
and Midland industrial centers and serve as primary routes
for tourism as well as international trade corridors.

Past Accomplishments

The Bay Region awarded more than $353 million in road
and bridge funds over the past three years. Major highlights
of 2001 are the completion of the reconstruction and capac-
ity improvements to the US-10/Eastman Road Interchange
nearly seven months ahead of schedule, the completion

of US-23 passing lanes between Standish and Omer in
Arenac County, pavement and bridge rehabilitation along
1-475 from 1-69 northerly to I-75, 22.5 miles of milling and
resurfacing work to M-46 from the city of Saginaw westerly
to the city of St. Louis in Saginaw and Gratiot Counties, the
resurfacing and construction of a passing lane on M-53 from
Third Street in Imlay City to the north junction of M-90 in
Lapeer County, the milling and resurfacing of 2.3 miles of
M-58 in the city of Saginaw and the beginning of construc-
tion work on the reconstruction and widening of I-75 from
south of the US-10/M-25 interchange northerly through the
M-13 Connector in Bay County.

In total, the work in the Bay Region over the past three
years resulted in over 313 miles of roadway being resurfaced
or reconstructed and 79 bridges being improved or upgraded.

Only two projects announced in 2001 were not completed.
They are:

¢ I-75: US-10/M-25 to the M-13 Connector. This
project was originally scheduled to be constructed
in one season. However, it involved construct-
ing a barrier wall in the median with drainage. No
contractor could guarantee the work would be
completed in one construction season, so the proj-
ect was split to be constructed in two seasons.
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* US-127 reconstruction and widening: US-10
to Hatton Road. By the time the design was
completed, the costs exceeded the budget. Other
funding sources had to be identified before this

project could go to construction. It is currently
scheduled for 2002.

Five-Year Road & Bridge Program

The 2002-2006 five year program of road preservation and
capacity improvement work will upgrade more than 275
miles of the Bay Region’s more than 1,500 miles over the
next five years. Of the region’s 1,026 bridges and culverts,
124 (12.1 percent) are scheduled for improvements or re-
pairs from 2002 through 2006. Nearly $400 million dollars
will be invested in the Bay Region in the next five years on
these programs alone. In addition, the I-75 Corridor Study
in the Flint metropolitan area will examine the long-term
needs of this major artery through the region. Capital Pre-
ventive Maintenance (CPM) projects, programmed annually,
are anticipated for 160 miles of roadway during 2002 where
pavements do not require more extensive repairs. This
treatment will improve the condition and extend the life of
these pavements.

Along with the many preservation, bridge, and CPM
projects scheduled, seven roadway improvement projects
and three passing lane improvements in the Bay Region are
under way or scheduled for construction to begin in the
next five years. These projects will mitigate anticipated
congestion due to economic and population growth in the
region as well as provide better service to motorists and
commercial traffic using the main north/south corridor
through the region. MDOT anticipates investing more than
$145 million in the Bay Region in the next five years on
these programs alone.
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Corridor Improvement Strategies

I-75 is a major tourist route from southeast Michigan to
attractions in the north. Project selection strategies in this
region will emphasize freeway modernization, with particu-
lar attention given to I-75, through safety and operational
improvements. MDOT will continue to add capacity for
north/south recreational traffic while coordinating efforts
to preserve the existing system.

Capacity Improvements and New Roads

US-10 dual with US-127 in southern Clare County. The
dual path of US-127 and US-10 beginning at the south Clare
County line is scheduled for reconstruction in 2002. The
southern two miles of this eight mile project are to receive
an additional lane in each direction to help alleviate the
merge-weave, or “choke point,” problems in an area where
the freeways merge together and traffic interchanges with
US-127BR and the Clare Welcome Center.

I-75 Freeway Modernization Projects. I-75 in Bay Region
is improved continuously. Pavement rehabilitation proj-
ects are complemented with lane improvements to address
capacity issues at specific locations. Current improvements
include an additional southbound lane from the M-13 con-
nector to US-10 in Bay County and reconstruction and lane
addition from I-475 to the M-57 interchange in Genesee
County. Both will be constructed in 2002.

M-24, south Lapeer County Line to south of I-69. M-24
will be reconstructed as a four lane boulevard along the
nine-mile section from I-69 to the south Lapeer county line.
Federal environmental clearance is expected in 2002, and de-
sign and right-of-way activities will then begin. Construc-
tion will start in 2003 along a detour route to handle M-24
traffic during construction of M-24. The M-24 construction
will occur during the 2004 and 2005 construction season.

M-84, from Saginaw to Bay City. M-84 from south of
Kochville Road in Saginaw County to M-13 (Euclid) in Bay
City is scheduled for reconstruction and widening in 2002
and 2003. M-84 will become a five-lane road from south

of Kochville to north of Pierce, a four-lane boulevard from
north of Pierce to Delta, and a variable, three-to-five lane
cross section from Delta to Euclid. This project will reduce
congestion and improve off-freeway connections between
Saginaw and Bay City. Governor Engler has included fund-
ing for this project in his Build Michigan III program.

Northbound I-75/1-69 on-ramps. Final design and con-
struction of this interchange improvement is on hold pend-
ing the completion of the I-75 Corridor Study in the Flint area.

Research

US-127 North of St. Johns to Ithaca. The development of
a plan for improvements on US-127 north of St. Johns to
Ithaca in Clinton and Gratiot Counties is currently under
way. A two-year study to develop the most efficient plan
that complies with an existing approved FHWA Environ-
mental Impact Statement is nearing completion. Design ac-
tivities will begin this year to identify right-of-way require-
ments necessary for corridor preservation. No construction
funds have been identified and no construction dates have
been targeted.

I-69/1-75 Corridor and Intermodal Study in Flint.
MDOT is participating with the Genesee County Metro-
politan Planning Commission, the Flint Area Chamber of
Commerce, the city of Flint, and the counties of Lapeer,
Saginaw, Shiawasse, and St. Clair on an intermodal transpor-
tation study that will identify future industrial development
and commercial shipping opportunities in the I-69 and I-75
national and international trade corridors. The recommend-
ations from the first of three phases of the study will be
finalized in 2002.
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