ANNOUNCEMENT

The Michigan Department of Education announces the availability of awards to subsidize application for certification by the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS).

What is National Board Certification?
National Board Certification is based on a demonstration of the candidate’s teaching practice as measured against rigorous high standards.  It is a symbol of commitment to excellence in teaching.  A National Board certificate is a credential attesting that an individual has been judged by peers as one who is accomplished, makes sound professional judgments about student learning, and acts effectively on those judgments.

Who is eligible to apply?
An individual is eligible to apply for a subsidy award for National Board Certification if, at the time of application, he/she holds a baccalaureate degree, is currently teaching and has taught for a minimum of three years and has held a valid state teaching license for those three years, or taught in a school recognized and approved by the state.

Funds Available:
· State allocation funds for the 2009-2010 National Board Certification grant application program. (After October 1, 2009)
· Federal allocation for the 2000-2010 Candidate Subsidy Program of the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards

Distribution of Funds:
· Grants of $1,250 (federal funds and/or state funds, if available) will be awarded to eligible applicants who are selected through a competitive process and are identified on a first-come, first-served basis.

Application Deadline:  December 1, 2009
For additional information and/or applications, contact:

Krista D. Ried, Teacher Quality Coordinator
Office of Professional Preparation Services

Michigan Department of Education

(517) 373-0699
riedk@michigan.gov
www.michigan.gov/opps to download the application
