Appendix J
IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
The Act requires all paid advertisements having reference to an election, a candidate or a ballot question to
contain an identification statement and, if applicable, a disclaimer statement. The identification must be clear to
the reader or listener and worded as follows:
•

All printed matter having reference to a candidate, election or a ballot question, including yard signs,
brochures, billboards, poll cards, fund raiser tickets, stationery, etc., must contain: “Paid for by”
followed by the full name of the person or committee paying for the material and the person’s or
committee’s street number or post office box, city or town, state and zip code.

•

If the printed matter is an independent expenditure relating to a candidate that is not authorized in
writing by the candidate, the printed matter must contain: “Paid for by (name and address of person,
group or committee paying for the matter). Not authorized by any Candidate Committee.”

•

The identification or disclaimer on printed material having reference to a candidate, or a ballot question
must be in a place and in a print clearly visible to and readable by an observer. Any other medium used
for campaign purposes shall clearly and unequivocally include the identification or disclaimer, or both.

•

An individual other than a candidate is not subject to the identification requirement provision as it
relates to printed matter only if the individual is acting independently and not acting as an agent for a
candidate or any committee.

•

All paid political advertisements broadcast by television or radio having reference to a candidate
election or ballot question shall identify the sponsoring person as required by the Federal
Communications Commission, shall bear the name of the person paying for the advertisement, and shall
be in compliance with the following:

(a)

If the radio or television paid advertisement relates to a candidate and is an independent expenditure,
the advertisement shall contain the following disclaimer:
“Not authorized by any candidate”

(b)

If the radio or television paid advertisement relates to a candidate and is not an independent
expenditure but is paid for by a person other than the candidate to which it is related, the
advertisement shall contain the following disclaimer:
“Authorized by ……………………………………………………………”
(Name of candidate or name of Candidate Committee)

•

Except for a Candidate Committee’s printed matter or radio or television paid advertisement, each
identification or disclaimer must also indicate that the printed matter or radio or television paid
advertisement is paid for “with regulated funds”.

The identification requirements of the Act do not apply to videotapes produced by political candidates and
cable cast on a public access channel if use of the public access video taping equipment and the public
assess time is free. The identification requirements only apply to paid political advertisements.

EXEMPTIONS
Certain items are exempt from the identification or disclaimer requirement due their size or difficulty of
placement. Following is a listing of the exempted items:
Aerial Banners
Ashtrays
Badges & Badge Holders
Balloons
Bingo Chips
Brushes
Bumper Stickers (4” X 15” Or
Smaller)
Buttons
Campaign Stickers (3” X 1 ½” Or
Smaller)
Candy Wrappers (1 ½” X 2 ½” Or
Smaller)
Cigarette Lighters
Cloth Pot Holders
Clothes Pins
Clothing
Coasters
Combs
Cups

Frisbees
Glasses
Golf Balls
Golf Tees
Hats
Horns
Ice Scrapers

Pens
Pinwheels
Plastic Tableware
Pocket Protectors
Pot Holders
Refrigerator Magnets
Ribbons

Jar Lid Grippers (5” Or Smaller)
Key Rings

Shoe Horns
Staple Removers

Knives

Sun Glasses

Labels
Lapel Pins/Stickers
Magnifying Glasses
Matchbooks
Nail Clippers
Nail Files
Noisemakers

Drinking Glasses
Earrings
Emery Boards
Envelopes
Erasers
Fortune Cookie Messages
(1/2” X 2” Or Smaller)

Paper & Plastic Cups
Paper & Plastic Plates
Paper Weights
Pencils
Pendants
Pennants

Sun Visors
Sweatshirts
Swizzle Sticks
T-Shirts
TV Scroll Advertisement
Whistles
Wooden Nickels (Approx. Size of
a 5-Cent Coin)
Wooden Rulers (12” Or Smaller)
Yo-Yo’s

Any item not included in this list is not exempt from the Act’s identification and disclaimer requirements,
and must contain an identification statement, and if applicable, a disclaimer statement.
Committee Address Change
A committee that has filed an amendment to its Statement of Organization to show a change of committee
address is not required to note the change of address on printed matter it previously purchased as long as the
printed matter contains an identification statement that was correct at the time the printed matter was
produced.

