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Disproportionality refers to the overrepresentation or overidentification of the 
number of students of a particular racial/ethnic group in any given area of 
education.  The overrepresentation of racially, culturally, and linguistically 
diverse students in special education has been considered one of the most 
significant challenges faced across the country in the last few decades.  This 
fact sheet summarizes how federal legislation (IDEA 2004) directs states to 
address this issue and summarizes disproportionality findings in Michigan 
special education for the 2003/04 school year  

Analysis of Disproportionality:  The MDE utilized the Office of Special 
Education Programs (OSEP) recommended risk ratio calculations to measure 
proportionality.  The ideal result when using this methodology is a risk ratio of 
“1” indicating no disproportionality for the group of students being analyzed.  A 
result higher than 1 indicates overrepresentation.  A risk ratio of 2 indicates 
that a group of students is two times more likely to be identified as a student 
with an IEP than the other groups of students.  

Results in Michigan:  The chart below describes the percentage of ISDs 
where certain minority groups have high risks for being identified as students 
with disabilities and for particular impairments.  The most critical situation in 
Michigan is for African Americans being significantly overidentified as students 
with Cognitive Impairments.  In 82.5% of the 57 ISDs in Michigan, African 
Americans are over-identified as students with cognitive impairments when 
compared to other race/ethnicity groups.  In 52.6% of the 57 ISDs this risk 
ratio is greater than 2, potentially a case of significant over-identification. 
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Mapping the Influences:  The map on page 2 illustrates how several factors 
may influence each other potentially contributing to current challenges faced by 
African American students with IEPs in Michigan.  African Americans are the 
largest minority group in Michigan.  One in every five students in Michigan is 
African American using the 2003/04 school year data.  The map reads from 
bottom to top. 

Requirements From IDEA 
2004: 

Analysis of Disproportionality 
States must determine if 
significant disproportionality is 
occurring with respect to: 
• The identification of children as 

children with disabilities and in 
accordance with a particular 
impairment. 

• Their placement in particular 
educational settings. 

• The incidence, duration and 
type of disciplinary actions. 

IDEA Requirements when 
reviewing policies and 
procedures. 
In the case of a determination of 
significant disproportionality, the 
state must: 
• Provide for the review and, if 

appropriate, revision of the 
policies, procedures and 
practices.  

• Require any LEAs where 
significant overidentification 
occurs to reserve the maximum 
amount of funds under Section 
613(f) to provide 
comprehensive coordinated 
early intervening services, 
particularly to serve children in 
those groups that are 
significantly overidentified. 

• Require the LEA to publicly 
report on the revision of 
policies, practices and 
procedures. 

 

OSE/EIS Next Steps: 

1) Convene a workgroup to review 
state data relative to 
disproportionate representation of 
students receiving special 
education programs and services. 

2) Develop and implement a plan 
for the review of ISD and local 
district policies, procedures and 
practices, for identification and 
placement of students with IEPs, 
particularly for African American 
students. 

 

Source: December 1, 2004 IDEA Child Count 
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Identification: Overall for Michigan schools, African American students are more likely to receive 
special education services than other race/ethnicity groups.  The data shows this risk ratio increased 
from 1.05 in the two previous years, to 1.09 in the 2003/04 school year. 

Native American Asian African American Hispanic White 

1.06 0.59 1.09 0.92 0.95 

 

What happens with the Birth-6 age group? 
• What is the identification rate for children with disabilities, at birth – 3, and from 3 – 6? 
• How does this rate compare across race-ethnicity groups? 
• What geographical areas show more prominence of the problem, if there is a problem? 
• What else do the Birth-6 data tell, when compared to School Age data? 

Geographical Issues:  In general, the problem appears to be more 
visible in ISDs where African American students represent a smaller 
percentage of the total student enrollment (rural areas, small city areas).  

Disabilities: African American students with 
IEPs are 2.4 times more likely to be identified as 
having a Cognitive Impairment than the other 
groups of students with IEPs (2003/04). 
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Least Restrictive Environments: 
African American students with IEPs are 2.74 
times more likely to receive services in 
separate classrooms than other groups of 
students with IEPs (2003/04). 

Risk Ratio for 
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Drop Out: African American students with 
IEPs have the highest drop out rates among 
all race ethnicity groups in Michigan (59.7% 
of the 14-21+ African American students 
dropped out in 2003/04, compared to 
51.3% Native American, 32.4% Asian, 
56.3% Hispanic, 32.6% White) 

Assessment:  On the 2003/04 assessment 
(MEAP), African American students (with and 
without IEPs) have the lowest proficiency 
performance when compared to other groups.  (e.g. 
4th grade English Language Arts proficiency: Asian 
74%, White 71%, Native American 58%, Hispanic 
47%, African American 34%) 

Graduation Rates:  African American students with IEPs have the lowest graduation rates among all 
students with IEPs in Michigan (36.5% of the 14-21+ African American students with disabilities 
graduated in 2003/04, compared to 38.7% Hispanic, 40.1% Native American, 57.9% Asian, and 57.7% 
White, with a state graduation rate for students with IEPs of 52.7% ) 

Disproportionality Analysis: Focus on African American Students with IEPs 

Note:  This figure does not present actual causal relationship among the several issues portrayed. This figure displays potential causal 
relationships with the objective of generating hypothesis for further analysis and the development of criteria for significant 
disproportionality in Michigan. 


