APPENDIX C
This exercise scenario was developed by the State of Nevada and was expressly designed to raise legal questions that might arise during a bio-terrorist event.  Contact Glade Myler of the Nevada Attorney General's office for further information at GAMYLER@ag.state.nv.us.
Notes

Reno Rodeo, Cathy Autry, 329.3877x101

Dates this year: June 16-25

VEE clinical description:

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/lpa/pubs/fsheet_faq_notice/fs_ahvee.pdf
VEE clinical equine only:

http://www.vet.uga.edu/vpp/gray_book/FAD/VEE.htm 

Facility map:

http://www.visitrenotahoe.com/facilities/reno_livestock/plans/ 

SCENARIO BRIEF:

A fictionalized terror event in June, in Northern Nevada.  Names of persons and private companies are fictitious.  Place, facility, government agency, or association and event names (such as that of “Reno Rodeo” or “Reno Rodeo Association”) are real, for purposes of familiarity and authenticity in terms of discussion, planning, and proposed response within the exercise.

This scenario, and those place names and event names cited within it, are not to be construed, either in whole or in part, as an indication of any real present threat or any present response capability at the local, state, or national level.

This scenario is a fictionalized presentation for the sole purpose of a closed preparedness exercise among its participants and observers.  This document and the proceeds of the exercise are  intended to be shared only with participants, observers, and those with a security role in the events, associations and agencies attending.

It is important also to note that, while early in this scenario it may seem that our role as legal professionals is limited or even impossible, it is important to the Homeland Security effort that we foresee that we will be called upon without expectation or warning. This is the purpose of this exercise: to imagine and anticipate alternatives and actions in circumstances novel and mundane.

BACKGROUND:

The Reno Rodeo occurs each year in the latter half of June over a period of about ten days of spectator events, though there are related activities prior, and, to a lesser degree, following.  On spectator event days, the Reno Livestock Event Center is busy from early morning and throughout the day with preliminary or “slack” events, practice performance runs, and other preparations for the evening performances.

For as much as a week prior to the official start of the rodeo, rodeo contestants and performers arrive with their animals: horses for roping, steer wrestling, and barrel racing events.  Also arriving in advance are stock companies with both equine and bovine stock: bucking horses, bulls and steers for both roping and steer wrestling (commonly referred to as “bulldogging”).

Contestants and performers keep their animals in the Barns area (see facility map); stock animals are kept in pens in the Staging area between the Main Arena (an enclosed facility) and the Rodeo Office.

Vendors and exhibitors occupy the Exhibit Hall and the upper deck or concession area of the Main Arena and areas to the south of the building; there are a number of limited or special interest events in the Main Arena during the rodeo, but the outdoor Rodeo Arena is the center of attraction and venue for all major performances.

During the rodeo there is also typically a carnival-style “Mainway” with thrill rides and entertainments in the area south of the Exhibit Hall.

Rodeo performances are family events, so attendees are typically of all ages.  Past demographic data indicate 58% of the audience is between ages 25 and 44; there are typically many very young and very old attendees.

The Reno Rodeo brings an estimated $30-plus million to the local economy.  The total purse for contestants is over half a million dollars.

Though the performances begin at 7 pm, the outdoor Rodeo Arena typically remains quite more than warm until sundown (about 8:30 pm) due to daytime sun exposure and metal construction of bleachers and overheads.

This scenario makes references to “the association,” “members,” and “volunteers.”  For those unfamiliar with rodeo, these terms apply to those directly involved with the planning and production of the rodeo. 

DAY ONE, 16 JUNE 2005, THURSDAY, 1845 hours

Tonight is not the opening performance of the Reno Rodeo proper, rather, a one-night PRCA Xtreme Bulls Tour event—but it is very popular with fans.  The Rodeo Arena holds up to approximately 10,000 persons.  Presently, the estimated attendance in the Arena itself is approximately 5,000; attendees continue to pour in from parking lots, the “Mainway” and the exhibit area.

DAY ONE, 16 JUNE 2005, THURDAY, 1900 hours

The Arena crowd, in the space of fifteen minutes, has swelled to 7,500 and growing.  The National Anthem is moments away, so people are hurrying to their seats.  A new addition to the rodeo this year has everyone abuzz with talk and laughter—especially in the east stands of the arena where the sun still beats heavily even at this hour.  “Mobile Misters and Mistresses,” dressed as rodeo clowns, both men and women, are cruising the crowds distributing four-ounce mini aerosol sprayers for attendees to keep cool with while the late afternoon sun and the radiant heat of the daytime still retain their effect.  To the delight of observers, at least a dozen of these clowned-up and painted folks wander the stands passing out spritzer bottles, acting up, and spraying attendees and one another with the bottles or, to even better effect, with sprayers attached to canisters carried on their backs.

Over the course of the performance, the clowns make regular forays to the north parking lot to re-supply from a water company truck playfully spraying the bucking stock in the pens and the private stock in the barns along their way.  They occasionally make their way through the Mainway entertainments, clowning up.  The company, “Water, Baby!” is new this year to rodeo sponsorship and new to the northern Nevada market.  The Reno Rodeo Association certified, “Water, Baby” as an official vendor for the event.  “Water, Baby!” hoped to launch its product with a high-profile presence at the rodeo, and, by all accounts, the first day has done just that.  In the VIP lounge behind the announcer’s booth, rodeo officers have been looking for the company’s representative, Lee Ann Rhoades, to congratulate her on a unique and entertaining addition to the performance.  First performances are nerve-wracking for rodeo executives, and positive results are always celebrated with enthusiasm.

The rodeo’s sponsor chairman calls Lee Ann to tell her the good news and invite her up to the VIP lounge.  “That’s awesome!” she says.  “I’ll be there tomorrow for sure!  I’ve got a sick kid at home, and my husband is away until late tonight.”

DAY TWO, 17 JUNE 2005, FRIDAY, 1700 hours

The local print press covers the rodeo, as always, thoroughly and in great detail.  “Above-the-fold” graphics and much sidebar coverage, however, go to the “Water, Baby!“ clowns.  They're new, unusual, and a refreshing addition to the norm.

A driver for the stock company gets a call from his boss in Helena, Montana to load up six lesser surplus bucking horses in their short-haul rig and head for Medford, Oregon for a small weekend Senior Pro Rodeo event there.  The contractor for that rodeo pulled out at the last minute, so between the six and another half-dozen from Helena, they’ll be able to help them out, though there won’t be any bucking events for the Friday night performance in Medford.

Gene Whaley, a roper from Ely, is packing up intending to take his two horses from the rodeo home to Ely.  During a slack run in the morning, he got his right hand caught in a loop that broke at least two fingers, maybe three.  The EMT’s iced the hand and he has it bandaged up, but he figures it can wait until he gets home: there’s nothing worse than the wait in a big-city ER.  Normally, he would endure the ER and then stick around to watch his cohorts, but his number-one roping horse, Blue Sky, is sweaty and might have a fever, so he’s calling it a season and leaves for Ely at about 5:30pm.  He calls his wife to tell her and to let her know to give their veterinarian neighbor a heads-up that he might stop by in the morning on his way out.

The same for Nick Hurlehey, a Redding, California bulldogger, who broke a collar bone the night before.  His girlfriend, Gina, is furious over it.  Nick and Gina at this point are in Susanville.  Gina stops the rig at Taco Bell.  She’s fuming over both his loss of potential prize money.  Tossing two burritos at Nick, she says, “and, to top it off, Chaser is in a stupor—just like you last night.  And I’m not feeling too good, either.”  They have a four-horse trailer loaded with a pair for each of them.

Meanwhile, in the pens, an attending rodeo veterinarian consults with the bucking stock company representative.  It’s a hot day, already 96 degrees, and several of the horses are visibly uncomfortable.  Two present with a fever and are immediately isolated in pens in the Cutting Arena covered by a roof.  The vet takes blood samples to send to a local equine clinic for any detectible viremia.  Rodeo bulls and bucking horses are highly valuable and receive excellent care.  Illness where so many animals are in close proximity is alarming.  The stock company representative makes a call to home base near Helena, Montana to determine if there is any indication of fevers or infections there—nothing unusual back home.

Rumors begin to fly among the participants and animal providers that a fever is spreading among the horses.  Many of the owners prepare to take their horses out of the rodeo.  Many do leave for all parts of Nevada and to surrounding states.  The veterinarian reports that one horse owner with a sick horse is refusing to allow a blood sample draw from the horse.  The veterinarian then calls the State Veterinarian and informs him of the situation at the rodeo and the exodus of some horse owners from the rodeo.

DAY TWO, 17 JUNE 2005, FRIDAY, 1900 hours

Official opening night for the Reno Rodeo itself.  The crowd is noticeably bigger, and rodeo officials are pleased.  Between last night’s television, this morning’s print coverage, and that it is Friday, they just might have a capacity crowd.

One thing, however, puzzles many: where are the water-bearing clowns?  During the opening ceremony, the sponsor chairman asks a member to go check at the  “Water, Baby!” truck in the north parking lot.  She does, and it’s locked, both cab and box, and there’s no one associated with the company anywhere to be found.  She radios the chairman of rodeo sponsors, who then calls Lee Ann Rhoades on her cell phone, which is disconnected.  The sponsor chairman tells her to stay put and look for the sponsor's volunteers.

DAY TWO, 17 JUNE 2005, FRIDAY, 2015 hours

Two patients present at Washoe Medical center with violent flu-like symptoms, grandfather and great-grandson, ages 74 and 4.  They are accompanied by family.  Both are treated for dehydration and released with typical flu patient instructions.

The Friday night performance is going off, to nearly all attending, without a hitch, though the times for barrel racing are slow, and one entrant had to use a backup mount.  A replacement is made, however, for one bucking horse, “Sky Hook,” sweating in the pens.  There is much concern behind the scenes about the number of animals showing fevers: there are now six horses isolated in the Cutting Arena.   As for the show, however, the bullriding at the end has everyone out of their seats—with two 8-point-plus rides.

DAY TWO, 17 JUNE 2005, FRIDAY, 2200 hours

The local equine clinic calls the rodeo veterinarian with news of a partial differential diagnosis: it's not West Nile Virus, and it's not Eastern Equine Encephalitis. The rodeo veterinarian calls the State Veterinarian to brief him on the situation. The vet takes additional blood samples from the affected horses and one from “Sky Hook” to send to the State Veterinarian’s Laboratory.  The State Veterinarian arrives at the rodeo grounds and orders that Sky Hook be euthanized and that the brain be sent to the State Lab for testing.  The horse owner is incensed and consults with an attorney who threatens a lawsuit.  This was a prize-winning horse.
The State Veterinarian calls the Washoe County Health Department and discusses with them the possibility of VEE infection and the crossover into the human population.  Washoe Health contacts Washoe County Emergency Management which activates its emergency operations center.
In the VIP room, there is a separate circle of rodeo officers doing a post-mortem on tonight’s rodeo.  The mood elsewhere in the VIP lounge is subdued for an opening night.

By radio from the pens, the vet reports the news from the clinic and the action he’s taking.  Additional horses have been sent from the barns to the Cutting Arena, for a total now of twelve with fever and rapid pulse.  The vet is approached by a man dressed in typical western wear: he displays a badge and identifies himself as an FBI agent.

“We have a problem.”

Based upon all that has happened in the past few hours, the State Veterinarian orders a quarantine of movement of all horses connected with the rodeo and those that have gone back to the rural counties from the rodeo with orders for his enforcement officers to inspect all horse movements through the State.  Many owners at the rodeo are upset and want to take their horses out of the rodeo and leave for home.  They threaten an injunction against the State Veterinarian’s actions.
The rodeo officials are concerned because of the involvement of the FBI and the effect it will have on the rodeo.  They contact their legal counsel to see what can be done.  News is leaked to the media that the FBI is investigating the problems with the sick horses at the rodeo.
DAY TWO, 17 JUNE 2005, FRIDAY, 2300 hours

The FBI agent, the rodeo vet, the State Veterinarian and a deputy from the Washoe County Sheriff’s Office, the state brand inspector, rodeo president, vice president and the chair of security conduct a private meeting where the following is shared:

· The FBI has just uncovered the following: “Water, Baby!” is a temporary front for “Alienate!” a radical underground animal liberation group.

· The water they’ve been distributing tested negative at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) for Venezuelan Equine Encephalomyelitis (VEE), but that is the virus that is suspected, as the FBI has information suggesting that members of the group have traveled to and from South America in the recent past.  However, the FBI still believes it is VEE since VEE is not easily detected in a water solution.
· The State Veterinarian relays that the only way to know definitively that it’s VEE is by virus isolation, and that’s going to take three to five days.  It’s deadly for equidae, and can be for at-risk humans, particularly the very young and elderly.

The group decides on the following immediate action:

· Notify Nevada state and local health authorities

· Enlist further resources of the Nevada Department of Agriculture

· Notify neighboring states’ health and agricultural authorities

· Quarantine and isolate all equine stock to the fullest extent possible; if not individually, then in the smallest numbers possible

· Seek emergency assistance from the UNR College of Agriculture for space and pens for isolation

· Continue with the rodeo under a program of as strict isolation of equine stock as possible by re-structuring backstage chutes and pens, using only every other bucking chute during performances, shuttling stock to the rodeo individually on an as-needed basis, and other preparations to ensure as much separation as can be obtained.
· All entities involved in this matter should establish as a priority, for each, the maintenance of confidentiality of the test results.
The FBI agent speaks up at this point and urges that the rodeo be cancelled.  The State Veterinarian and the rodeo veterinarian concur. Hot debate ensues.  The Reno Rodeo Association and the City of Reno threaten to sue the FBI and the State Veterinarian if the rodeo is cancelled.
The group learns from the Washoe Health Department that isolated calls are coming in from the medical services community of attendees at the rodeo reporting with severe flu symptoms and high fevers. 
The FBI requests the names and addresses of all contestants in the rodeo and the names and addresses of everyone in their individual support groups.  The FBI also requests names and addresses of all vendors for the rodeo and of all of the suppliers of animal stock for the event.
DAY THREE, 18 JUNE 2005, SATURDAY, 0100 hours

Volunteers, members and contestants are working on pens and isolation precautions.  The rodeo phone tree didn’t produce the kind of results, however, that are typical in times of emergency.  At least twenty report that they’re too sick to come in.

A Washoe County Sheriff’s Officer Deputy runs a check of the “Water, Baby!” truck license and VIN.  The owner is a corporation registered in Vermont, and the registered agent there, according to the Vermont Secretary of State website, is a maildrop, not a physical address.

Nick and Gina Hurlehey are pulled over to the side of the road over Lassen pass, twelve miles east of Old Station, in an area designated open range.  Gina is so sick she can’t drive, and Nick is doubly disabled: the collarbone and dehydration from his bender plus the shakes from fever.  His back is hurting bad, and he can hardly stand the brightness of the moon, which is not full, but it is bright…despite the hour, mosquitoes swarm around the brightness of the horse trailer and find a ready source of sustenance within.  They are careflighted to Washoe Medical Center in Reno for treatment.
St. Mary’s Hospital, Washoe Med, and Northern Nevada Medical Center emergency rooms are getting calls from residents and visitors with very similar symptoms: acute onset fever, vomiting, weakness, myalgias and, in some, severe backpain.  Each ER has also several very weak young and old patients.

An infectious disease physician doing an ER rotation at NNMC calls the other area ER’s, which then prompts her to call 24-hour urgent care facilities in the area.  Whatever the illness is, it’s not your usual flu.  The rodeo is a common thread with nearly everyone presenting.  It’s so virulent that she suspects West Nile or some other equine virus, but there are too many patients, too suddenly.  With the rodeo in town, bio-terror does cross her mind, but that seems improbable.

DAY THREE, 18 JUNE 2005, SATURDAY, 0200 hours

A Reno-Gazette Journal reporter on the overnight in the newsroom ponders the sudden disappearance of the water-clowns, and, while monitoring local radio traffic, hears some chatter between EMT’s and ER staff about the bumper crop of flu victims.  He makes some calls, hears the threads, and heads for the rodeo grounds.

About the time the reporter arrives, a hazmat team shows up in full gear and runs tape around the water truck in a radius of 100 feet.  Some conduct interviews to gather information.  By this time, the Washoe County Sheriff’s Office has assumed Incident Command, established a command post across Oddie Boulevard on a vacant lot, have taped off the area around the truck, and have units places at all points of entry and exit at the rodeo grounds.  Credentialed members and volunteers only are allowed in.  The Washoe County Sheriff’s Office requests assistance from Reno Police.
The hazmat team in full gear examines the truck and consults with the Washoe County Sheriff’s Office and the FBI agent.  The hazmat team leader considers the following: the suspicion on the part of the FBI agent; the numbers presenting at area ER’s; another two-dozen horses quarantined in the Cutting Arena in the past four hours; several horses quarantined showing head-pressing and circling behaviors.  

The hazmat team leader wants to declare the entire rodeo grounds a hot-zone and relays this to the Incident Commander.  This is opposed by Reno Rodeo leadership.  The Incident Commander decides against declaring a hot-zone even around the “Water-Baby” truck and delegates the task of securing the truck to the Sheriff’s Office.

DAY THREE, 18 JUNE 2005, SATURDAY, 0600 hours

The story breaks in a special late edition and on the RGJ website that the rodeo clowns are suspect, people are sick, the rodeo is in complete disarray, and animals are dying.  The reporter had done a little research with the Secretary of State and discovered that “Water, Baby!” is a non-entity.  The story suggests that the Reno Rodeo Association is culpable because “Water, Baby!” is not bona-fide.

The results from the State Veterinarian’s Lab are called to the State Veterinarian with a confirmation of Venezuelan Equine Encephalitis which is zoonotic and can infect humans. The State Veterinarian and State Health Officer calls the CDC and are instructed to send a sample for testing from the horse. This information is leaked to the press by an unknown rodeo official.  The reporting of the potential for human infection is reported on the 6:00 news from Channel 4.  The Reno Rodeo Association and all officials who had previously met agree the Rodeo should be cancelled.
Washoe County Health orders a quarantine of all patients with suspicious flue symptoms, fever and myalgias and orders that such patients stay at home or remain in the hospital, if a physician determines that their symptoms are severe.  The State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) of the Division of Emergency Management is activated in Carson City.  The SEOC Joint Information Center (JIC) issues a press release urging calm by all citizens with an assurance from the State Health Officer that the percentage of human deaths from VEE is low and mainly affects the very young and the elderly.
The 74-year-old patient who reported to Washoe Medical Center on Day two succumbs to the infection.  The four-year-old seems to be recovering fine.  An autopsy has been ordered to determine the cause of death for the elderly grandfather.  The results are not expected for a couple of days.
The vendor chairman for the rodeo sees the story of the human infection and the report from the newspaper about “Water Baby?” and pulls the company’s Certificate of Insurance (required of all vendors); he finds out through Allstate’s 24-hour claims that the account number is not valid.

DAY THREE, 18 JUNE 2005, SATURDAY, 0800 hours

A family of four presents at St. Mary’s, ages 34, 32, 4 and three months.   Parents and the 4 year old exhibit flu-like symptoms; the baby is encephalitic.

UNR Agriculture expresses severe reservations about any movement of stock to their property due to risk to their own human and equine resources.  They simply don’t need any more dead animals on their property.
The local ER’s and urgent care facilities are deluged with victims and phone calls.  Some staffers refuse to report, or call in sick.  Word comes from Washoe Medical Center that Nick Hurlehey and Gina, his girlfried from Susanville, California have died from what are presumed to be symptoms of VEE.  Autopsies are ordered.  The next of kin of Mr. Hurlehey have consulted an attorney and are threatening an injunction against the autopsies in order to give him a proper burial.  Gina’s next of kin cannot be located.
Two male patients with the suspect infection at Northern Nevada Medical Center emergency room and are upset threatening the emergency room staff because they feel they are not getting adequate treatment and should receive some kind of vaccination or immunization against VEE.  Sparks police respond and take the individuals into custody.  The patients demand a lawyer who is appointed from Nevada Legal Services by the Justice of the Peace.  Sparks Police is served with legal paperwork for a temporary injunction against the restraint of the two men.
DAY THREE, 18 June 2005, SATURDAY, 1000 hours
A Douglas County Sheriff’s deputy, aware of the quarantine orders issued by the Washoe County Health Department and by the State Veterinarian, initiates a traffic stop on Jack’s Valley Road in Douglas County of a cowboy transporting a horse.  Suspecting that the cowboy is returning from the Reno Rodeo, the deputy arrests him for violating both the quarantine orders and books him into the county jail.  Animal control is contacted to transport the horse.  Other inmates in the jail hear that he was at the rodeo and begin complaining and threatening a riot at the jail demanding that he be removed to another facility.
The State Health Officer receives phone calls from Pershing General Hospital and Banner Churchill Community Hospital.  A busload of 20 FFA high school students from Pershing County had attended the rodeo on opening night along with a busload of 30 FFA students from Churchill County.  Of the fifty students, 32 have reported to both the Pershing General Hospital and the Banner Churchill County Hospital with severe flu symptoms, high fever, malaise, vomiting, and weakness.  Because of the news report about the VEE incident at the rodeo the Tri-County Advocates for the Elderly are threatening an injunction against Pershing County to prevent any further victims from the rodeo entering the hospital.  Pershing County’s hospital is also a nursing care facility for the elderly.  The Pershing County Hospital Board orders lockdown of the hospital
The Nevada Hospital Association is reporting to Washoe County Health authorities and the State Health Officer that all emergency rooms and care facilities are at surge capacity.  It appears that with the number of persons being admitted, due to the suspected VEE infection, that all hospitals in Washoe, Pershing, Churchill and Elko Counties will be at surge capacity by on or before midday.

To complicate matters, the autopsy results of the 74-year-old grandfather comes back with a positive for VEE.  The (CDC) in Atlanta is informed of the situation.   They recommend that travel to and from the State of Nevada be advised against and send out a warning to all states and contact the Nevada Governor’s Office.  The warning is broadcast on national radio and television.  The State Emergency Operations Center - Joint Information Center responds with a counter press release that all should remain calm, the situation is under control.
A husband and wife who attended the rodeo on Day Two and who are showing signs of a fever, seek a temporary restraining order (TRO) in an attempt to avoid the quarantine order issued by the Washoe County Health Department.  They were only in town to see the opening night of the rodeo, but must return to their ranch in White Pine County to care for their livestock.
DAY THREE, 18 June 2005, SATURDAY, 1400 hours

Reno Police report a near-riot situation at St. Mary’s emergency room where many residents are flocking for treatment and requesting immunizations against the VEE virus and call for backup from the Washoe County Sheriff’s Office.  The Sheriff’s Office reports that all possible reserves and backup officers are already involved in the Rodeo situation and backup for other medical facilities.  The SEOC informs the Governor’s Office and notifies the National Guard.

The State Veterinarian begins receiving calls from the local District Attorney’s offices and local law enforcement from Elko, Humboldt, Douglas, Churchill and White Pine County that horse owners are refusing to follow the quarantine of movement of horses order.

Horse owners in Washoe, Storey, Elko and Churchill counties are calling concerned about the wild horse populations in their counties.  Some which are close to their herds are beginning to show signs of the infection.  It is unclear how the wild horses could have been infected.

A report is received by the Washoe County Sheriff and Storey County Sheriff that a rookie, “Barnie Fife”-type deputy from Storey County, responded to a call from a horse owner in the Virginia Highlands area requesting that the deputy shoot a wild horse that is close to his herd and which is exhibiting symptoms of VEE.  The deputy complies and the Wild Horse Advocates learn of the incident.  They are threatening a lawsuit against the domestic horse owner, the deputy and Storey County.
DAY THREE, 18 June 2005, SATURDAY, 1600 hours
From fear of the VEE infection, retail stores in the area are reporting scant numbers of shoppers and Meadowwood Mall is considering closing early because many workers refused to come in to work, in spite of the fact the State Health Officer through the media has aired information that the percentage of human fatalities from VEE is low.  An emergency meeting of the Washoe County Commission is called for 1630 hours to consider its options and to receive briefings and whether to ask for a presidential declaration of emergency.
DAY THREE, 18 June 2005, SATURDAY, 2300 hours

Gene Whaley of Ely succumbs to the VEE infection.  His prize horse, Blue Sky was euthanized earlier that day.  Gene’s body is transported to the morgue at William B. Ririe Hospital in Ely for an autopsy.  The Elko Free Press learns of the death and contacts White Pine County authorities and insists on being provided with the results of the autopsy.  Mrs. Whaley is threatening lawsuits against Washoe County, White Pine County and the Reno Rodeo Association with various causes of action including wrongful death.
DAY THREE, 18 June 2005, SATURDAY, 2000 hours

The local hospitals report that things have begun to slow down.  The local TV and radio stations have been broadcasting continuous emergency messages advising people to stay home if they are not symptomatic and to do only essential duties.  The Washoe County Commissioners request a presidential emergency declaration and assistance from the Nevada National Guard to keep the peace at its medical facilities.

DAY FOUR, 19 June 2005, SUNDAY, 0600 hours

Relative calm has returned to Reno and Washoe County and surrounding areas.  Most of the other counties of Nevada are also reporting only isolated incidents of infection among the human population and the horse population.  The quarantine of the horses seems to be holding.

DAY SIX, 21 June 2005, TUESDAY, 1200 hours

Both the Washoe County Emergency Operations Center and the SEOC begin winding down operations.  No new cases of suspect VEE human infections have been reported in the last forty-eight hours.  The sick horse population has been isolated and no new cases have been reported.  A total of 345 horses, both wild and domestic, have been euthanized and twenty-five humans have died, 17 in Washoe County, 3 in Elko County, 1 each in Pershing, Churchill and White Pine County.
