MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL PREPARATION SERVICES

2007-2008
National Board Certification Subsidy Grant Application

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) has received a subsidy grant from the National Board for Professional Teacher Standards (NBPTS) for the award of individual grants of $1,250 toward the $2,500 application fee for certification by the NBPTS.  This award will be available to eligible applicants identified through a first-come, first-served basis.

General information about National Board Certification:  National Board Certification is based on a demonstration of the candidate’s teaching practice as measured against high and rigorous standards.  It is a symbol of commitment to excellence in teaching.  A National Board certificate is a credential attesting that an individual has been judged by peers as one who is accomplished, makes sound professional judgements about student learning, and acts effectively on those judgements.  The “Question and Answer:  What Every Teacher Should Know About the National Board Certification Process” can be ordered by calling 1-800-22-TEACH.
Offered on a voluntary basis, the advanced system of National Board Certification is organized around five core propositions:

Teachers are committed to students and their learning.

Teachers know the subjects they teach, and how to teach those subjects to students.

Teachers are responsible for managing and monitoring student learning.

Teachers think systematically about their practice and learn from experience.

Teachers are members of learning communities.
Based on these propositions, the National Board has developed advanced standards in the following certification fields:  NATIONAL BOARD CERTIFICATION IN AN IDENTIFIED FIELD WILL ALLOW A TEACHER TO BE DETERMINED TO HAVE MET THE REQUIREMENTS FOR A HIGHLY QUALIFIED TEACHER AS DEFINED WITHIN THE NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT OF 2001.
Early Childhood/Generalist (ages 3-8)

Middle Childhood/Generalist (ages 7-12)

Early Adolescence/English Language Arts (ages 11-15)

Early Adolescence/Mathematics (ages 11-15)

Early Adolescence/Science (ages 11-15)

Early Adolescence/Social Studies-History (ages 11-15)

Early and Middle Childhood/Art (ages 3-12)

Early and Middle Childhood/English as a New Language (ages 3-12)

Early and Middle Childhood/Literacy:  Reading-Language Arts (ages 3-12)

Early and Middle Childhood/Physical Education (ages 3-12)

Early Adolescence through Young Adulthood/Career and Technical Education (ages 11-18+)

Early Adolescence through Young Adulthood/Exceptional Needs (ages infant-21+)

Early Adolescence through Young Adulthood/Art (ages 11-18+)

Early Adolescence through Young Adulthood/English as a New Language (ages 11-18)


Early Adolescence through Young Adulthood/Music (ages 11-18)

Early Adolescence through Young Adulthood/Physical Education (ages 11-18+)

Early Adolescence through Young Adulthood/World Languages Other Than English (ages 11-18)

Adolescence through Young Adulthood/English Language Arts (ages 14-18+)

Adolescence through Young Adulthood/Mathematics (ages 14-18+)

Adolescence through Young Adulthood/Science (ages 14-18+)

Adolescence through Young Adulthood/Social Studies-History (ages 14-18+)

Early Childhood through Middle Childhood/Music (ages 3-11)

Early Childhood through Young Adulthood/Library Media (ages 3-18)

Early Childhood through Young Adulthood/School Counseling (ages 3-18)

Recipients of $1,250 awards must also submit the NBPTS application by December 1, 2007.

Priority will be given to applicants who:
Currently teach at least half time during the 2006-2007 school year

Commit to teach for at least three years in a Michigan K-12 school(s)

Commit to completing the NBPTS assessment process
Should the number of applicants exceed the scholarships available, an equitable plan for selection of recipient will be put in force.  Such selection may be based on Michigan geographic distribution of applicants, written responses to five NBPTS core propositions, willingness to mentor future applicants, and other criteria related to teaching practice deemed appropriate.

All grant applications will be logged by date and time of submission and screened for eligibility by staff of the Office of Professional Preparation Services, Michigan Department of Education.  Eligible applications will be reviewed.  Grants will be awarded on a first-come, first-served basis.  For additional information please call Ms. Krista D. Ried, Office of Professional Preparation Services, Michigan Department of Education, at (517) 373-0699.
Distribution of Funds:  State funds and federal subsidy funds will be combined to support awards of $2,500 each to cover the entire application fee for National Board Certification.  

Under no circumstances will NBPTS consider the federal subsidy award as the initial payment required for application.
If the grant subsidy recipient/applicant for National Board Certification fails to fulfill his/her obligation to ensure the remainder of the application fee for National Board Certification, or fails to complete the National Board assessment process, the recipient must repay the state portion ($1,250) of the subsidy grant.

Submission of Application for National Board Certification:  Each recipient of a subsidy award (combined state and federal subsidy or federal subsidy) is responsible for submitting their own application for National Board Certification to NBPTS prior to making application for a subsidy grant to complete eligibility for the award.

