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Educating Each Generation for Democracy


Former Senator John Glenn and Marian Wright Edelman, founder and President of the Children’s Defense Fund, address the importance of including service-learning in schools in a recent article written for Education Week.  They set forth three goals for school administrators, teachers, parents, community organizations, and students to optimize the effectiveness of service learning:�• Make service an ongoing part of the instructional program and not merely a series of isolated experiences; �• Integrate service projects into academic study, especially the civics curriculum, so that students explore the underlying social and policy context of the community issues they seek to address through community involvement; and �• Redefine service-learning specifically, and civic education more generally, as a fundamental objective of teaching and learning and a significant part of district reform agendas. 


The objective of the widespread implementation of service-learning in schools would be to educate students to be participants in democracy, civil society, and their communities.





To read the article visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2005/02/16/23edelman.h24.html" �http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2005/02/16/23edelman.h24.html�
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Professional Development Opportunities





JUNE 2005


Classroom-Community: Preparing a 


New Generation of Active Citizens-


Sunday River, Maine. To register go to


� HYPERLINK "http://www.kidsconsortium.org" ��www.kidsconsortium.org� .








Learning To Give- Summer Institute


Grand Valley State University-Grand 


Rapids, MI.  To register call 616-331-6420.








  29- July 1		3-Day Service-Learning Summer 


			Institute for Educators. Bethel, ME


			To register go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.kidsconsortium.org" ��www.kidsconsortium.org� 





AUGUST 2005


National Urban Service-Learning  Inst.


Chicago, IL. For more information  e-mail


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Training@nylc.org" ��Training@nylc.org� 














NATIONAL YOUTH SERVICE DAY


April 15-17, 2005





Promotional materials are available now to help with celebrating National Youth Service Day, the largest service event in the world. These materials are a great way to recognize and thank volunteers, donors, staff, media partners, and other VIP's.





Please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.ysa.org/nysd" ��www.ysa.org/nysd� to order. On the site, don't forget to register your service project, so that Youth Service America can highlight your event through its national media campaign. Finally, you can download or order materials to help you plan a great project, including the National Youth Service Day Planning Tool Kit, Service-Learning Curriculum Guide, and posters. Best wishes for a great National Youth Service Day! 








Service-Learning Strategies from the Field


Insights from Shelley Billig-RMC Research Corp., Denver





Q: What do you think are the greatest mistakes organizations made when trying to move from implementation to institutionalization?





A: I think the mistakes are in not giving the practice the attention it needs and not engaging in enough continuous improvement. Typically, as I said previously, the greatest needs at this stage are, first, inculcating the practice into the norms of the organization (school, district, community organization) so that the practice is a part of the culture of the organization, and, second, increasing the quality of practice so that the desired outcomes are achieved consistently. Another issue many schools and organizations face is motivating the remaining teachers to adopt service-learning. Once critical mass is achieved, the practice can be sustained, but it is sustained most easily when it is a school wide practice. Getting the last few teachers on board is often difficult, and takes a different set of messages and motivations. Sometimes that need is not recognized. Another mistake that has huge consequences is the lack of assessment of results. Approaches, philosophies and programs – however service-learning is defined – need to prove their worth to be sustained. If the context of the practice demands results in the area of academic achievement, the approach needs to show results in that area; if the context is civic engagement, then it needs to show results there and so on. It is important to have evidence of success if a practice is to be institutionalized in schools. Institutionalization outside of the school day is a different story and does not require the same accountability.





Source: Learning That Last by Education Commission of the States
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Quote of the Month





"People have to feel needed. Frequently, we just offer a job and ‘perks.’ We don’t always offer people a purpose. When people feel there is a purpose and that they’re needed, there’s not much else to do except let them do the work." 


Maya Angelou Novelist and Poet (1928-)








Service-Learning Resources 





Service-Learning: Impacting Citizenship- This is a new resource developed jointly by The Points of Light Foundation and the Volunteer Center National Network. The curriculum specifically helps young people make the link between service and other forms of civic engagement.  This service-learning program targets high school aged youth and requires both a service and training component. Contact your local Volunteer Center and consider partnering with them in providing the training to youth in the local community. To find a local volunteer center near you click on the following link � HYPERLINK "http://www.pointsoflight.org/centers/" ��http://www.pointsoflight.org/centers/�.





National Service-Learning Exchange- The National Service-Learning Exchange offers free one-to-one assistance to anyone interested in service-learning. Just call or email the Exchange, and you will be matched with a staff person or peer mentor who has the right skills to meet your needs. The Exchange is here to help. Call (877) 572-3924 to be directed to your regional center.





Teaching Young Children Through Service: A Practical Guide for Understanding and Practicing Service-Learning with Children Ages 4 Through 8- This easy-to-use book developed by Ann Shoemaker makes service-learning simple enough to use with pre-kindergarten children. With detailed curricular connections, Shoemaker makes the case for developmentally appropriate service-learning activities across the younger grades. To order contact the � HYPERLINK "http://www.nylc.org" ��http://www.nylc.org� then click on the Bookstore link.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.servicelearning.org/lib_svcs/lib_cat/index.php?library_id=5997" �New Perspectives in Service-Learning: Research to Advance the Field� edited by Marshall Welch and Shelley Billig (2004). The fourth book in the Advances in Service-Learning Research series presents new research in several areas of service-learning including the foundations, impact, institutionalization, and future of service-learning.
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PROMISING PROGRAMS: LIVING DEMOCRACY





The Program: Documents, speeches and court decisions-such as the Constitution, John F. Kennedy's City on a Hill address, and Brown v. the Board of Education -are an integral part of American history. Living Democracy, a service-learning program with 16 sites in Maine, Massachusetts and Rhode Island, strives to make these documents relevant for today's students in the context of service-learning projects that include studies of local and state public policy. During a summer institute last year, social studies teachers gathered in a town-meeting style forum, using historical documents as a starting point to deliberate on the rights and responsibilities of active citizens. Using the KIDS Consortium service-learning model and local community partners, teachers also collaborated on plans for engaging their students in service-learning projects. They discussed how to identify needs, determine the people to contact, design activities to assist students in selecting issues, and develop partnerships within the community to help address those needs. This summer, they will reflect on accomplishments and learn to facilitate their own civic forums with their students.  





The Results: Thousands of students, mostly in 7th through 12th grades, have participated in the project.





Why It Works: The teachers involved are appreciative of the opportunity to participate in the civic forums and be challenged to look for new ways of integrating critical documents in U.S. history with service-learning. The summer institute-method offers an opportunity for teachers to share projects and ideas. As for the students, they welcome the chance to get involved in an activity that puts learning into practice.  





Lessons: The involvement of three states required figuring out ways to make a project work across state boundaries. A diverse group of teachers and communities has added to the project's impact. School administrators have been supportive, and are focusing on project sustainability. For further information, contact Lora Downing, (207) 624-6740 or email Lora.Downing@Maine.gov.











 














To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.3493, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:gilmant@michigan.gov" ��gilmant@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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