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Global Youth Service Day (GYSD) is organized by Youth Service America with the Global Youth Action Network as its key partner and a consortium of international organizations and over 120 national coordinating committees in participating countries. GYSD is an annual global event that highlights and celebrates the contributions of youth to their communities through volunteer service.





During Global Youth Service Day, youth around the world organize community service projects to address local needs. GYSD is held during a weekend every April. In 2006, the event will be held on April 21-23. GYSD is celebrated in over 120 countries in every region of the world.





Within each country that recognizes Global Youth Service Day, a National Lead Agency convenes a coordinating committee of multiple organizations. Together, they do outreach at the national level and organize service projects for GYSD. A GYSD Secretariat located in the United States, with the advice of an International Coordinating Committee, provides support through communications, resources and materials.





Youth participate in GYSD to address the needs of their local communities through service, to be recognized for their contributions, and to be a part of a global youth service movement. For more information visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.ysa.org" ��www.ysa.org�.





Here are just a few examples of the amazing things young people will do:





- In Tuscaloosa, AL, young people will work with the Tuscaloosa Metro Animal Shelter and Animal Rescue New Orleans to host an Adopt-A-Thon, featuring dogs that were left homeless after Hurricane Katrina. Youth will teach participants about disaster preparedness, pet preparedness, and pet care. 





- Four years ago, 13 year-old Berni Barta from Los Angeles, CA founded Kid Flicks with her sisters. They collect new and used videos and DVDs to donate to children's hospitals throughout the U.S. On National & Global Youth Service Day, the sisters and their friends will culminate a collection drive by sorting and shipping videos and DVDs, with support from the Disney Minnie Grant.





- In Jordan, Relief International: Schools Online will lead a project called "I am My Community and My Community is Me" in Beqa'a and Wehdat Refugee Camps in Amman. On Saturday April 22nd, volunteers from schools in the refugee camps will plant trees, visit elderly homes, do a massive trash clean-up in a


nearby park, and finish the day with a celebratory meal. 





- With support from the State Farm Good Neighbor Service-Learning Grant, fourth grade students will create a community needs assessment that they will administer to all fourth graders in the city of Hoboken, NJ. The survey will determine areas of strength and challenges as seen through the eyes of youth. Students will create the survey, tally and analyze the results, and write a report to be shared with the broader community and the Hoboken City Council. 





- As part of the National Days of Interfaith Youth Service, held in partnership with National & Global Youth Service Day, the Jewish Federation of Greater New Orleans will engage youth of


different faiths to help citizens in New Orleans, LA vote in the first mayoral election since Hurricane Katrina. Youth volunteers will publicize locations of relocated polling places, create an election command center for the Louisiana Secretary of State, and provide transportation for elderly and disabled voters to polls. As an integral part of their project, youth will engage in dialogue about their religious traditions to promote learning, understanding, and peace.





- In Nigeria, People to People International Lagos, with the support of over 20 partnering organizations, will organize a


Walk for Peace Rally and anticipates that more than 100,000 people will attend the event. The event aims to mobilize young


people to meet and discuss the need for peaceful co-existence, and to raise awareness and support for positive youth development. Prominent guests expected to attend include government delegates and ministers.





- The Texas Youth Commission, a National & Global Youth Service Day Lead Agency, in partnership with 66 coalition partners,


including Texas Youth Commission facilities, Texas Juvenile Probation Departments, and a Dallas-based National Mediation


Program, will engage approximately 3,000 youth on parole and court adjudicated youth in at least 140 community service projects throughout the state. 





To view additional projects, please visit


http://ga1.org/ct/cpM7-XF1iPpD/map for U.S. projects and


http://ga1.org/ct/c1M7-XF1iPpF/gysd for projects in other countries.














Disney Minnie Grants





Attention Kids! Do you want to change your community…your nation…the world? How about $500 to help you do it? 


In order to help continue the amazing service that takes place on National and Global Youth Service Day, Youth Service America and Disney are excited to launch another round of Minnie Grants, available beginning April 21. Sign up below to receive our free Grant alert and receive information on this grant opportunity and many more. For more information, email � HYPERLINK "mailto:minniegrant@ysa.org" �MinnieGrant@ysa.org�.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ysa.org/nysd/disneygrants2006.cfm" �Winners have been selected for the First Round of the 2006 Disney Minnie Grant�, a grant which supports service projects engaging younger youth (ages 5-14) for National and Global Youth Service Day, April 21-23. This year’s grantees represent 30 countries from around the world and 21 US states.











"Bee" the Change Community Service Grants








GRANT OVERVIEW


Youth Service America and Lionsgate are excited to announce the "Bee" the Change Community Service Grant for literacy. This grant opportunity offers $1,000 to ONE young person between the ages of 5-25 to implement a sustainable community service project that increases literacy in their community and uses the movie, � HYPERLINK "http://www.akeelahandthebee.com" �AKEELAH AND THE BEE�, in theatres April 28th, as inspiration.





WHO IS ELIGIBILE?


The "Bee" the Change Community Service Grant is open to all young people in the United States between the ages of 5-25. 





WHAT ARE THE GRANT GUIDELINES?


Applicant will be expected to develop and implement a sustainable service project that increases literacy in their community. We welcome projects where children and youth work in partnership with adults (parents, coaches, teachers, youth leaders, etc.), but remember this is an opportunity for youth to shine. Your project should be inspired by AKEELAH AND THE BEE. Projects should be youth-led and created, and must have a portion of their project take place on National and Global Youth Service Day (April 20-22, 2007).





WHEN IS THE APPLICATION DEADLINE? 


Postal mail submission: Must be postmarked no later than Friday, June 9, 2006. Email submission: Must be received no later than 5:00 PM EST on Friday, June 9, 2006. Youth Service America does not assume responsibility for postal delays, misrouting, or computer errors.














To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.2553, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:gilmant@michigan.gov" ��gilmant@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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