Unbuckled motorists, drunk drivers beware!

Summer safety:  a top priority for law enforcement
It’s never too early to start planning for summer, even when the winter snow flies.  Travel plans, whether heading to the local park or a more distant location, should include the same thing, and that’s traffic safety.

Michigan law enforcement agencies will embark on a new and ambitious program to make this the safest summer on record by increasing traffic patrols throughout the summer to strictly enforce safety belt and drunk driving laws.  The enhanced traffic enforcement effort is being supported by federal traffic safety funds and will allow police agencies to increase traffic patrols while at the same time maintain the same level of service to their communities.
That’s because sunny skies and warm weather can be deceptive.  In fact, traffic fatalities are typically highest during the summer months. So expect summer to begin and end with major traffic enforcement campaigns.  

Because so much happens between Memorial Day and Labor Day, don’t expect any downtime between high-profile traffic enforcement campaigns.  That’s because law enforcement agencies will be putting additional traffic patrols out all summer to remind motorists that safety belts and sober driving are in the forecast.  So plan accordingly!

These special traffic enforcement programs are designed to be big and attention getting!  More than five hundred Michigan law enforcement agencies are expected to take part, and do their best to ensure motorists heed safety belt and drunk driving laws in their communities.

For several years running, the nation has united behind a single message with the Memorial Day holiday:  Click It or Ticket.  It will be no different in Michigan when hundreds of law enforcement agencies make safety belt enforcement a priority to keep the state’s safety belt use at record-high rates and further reduce traffic deaths.

Last year, Michigan’s safety belt use sizzled, topping 90 percent for the first time.  That means more motorists than ever are using these life-saving devices.

Expect to see “Safety Belt Enforcement Zones” from Monroe to Marquette and St. Clair to St. Joseph.  Remember, Michigan law requires all front seat passengers to buckle up.  Those under 16 must also buckle up, regardless of whether they are in the front or rear seating positions.  And, babies and toddlers under age 4 must be in an approved child safety seat.
Don’t let a safety belt citation take the wind out of your sails this summer.  

Summer will conclude with a major drunk driving crackdown that ends with the Labor Day holiday.  Drunk drivers can expect overnight accommodations … at the nearest jail.

Michigan has a stringent drunk driving law that includes stiff penalties for those convicted of operating a motor vehicle while intoxicated.  Drunk driving infractions while riding an ATV can also end up on a person’s driver record.  So if you’re behind the wheel, whether it be a car, or ATV, be sure you’re sober.  If not, hand the keys over , call a cab, or spend the night.
Make the most of what Michigan has to offer this summer, but do so responsibly by driving sober or ensuring you always have a designated driver.
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