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Stepped up traffic enforcement seeks to reduce summertime roadway deaths
Last year law enforcement agencies, governmental entities, businesses, associations, and others united to help Michigan reach its 90 percent safety belt goal.  Like many in Michigan, the Office of Highway Safety Planning has big plans for this summer as well.  OHSP’s goal is to reduce traffic deaths when increased travel puts more people at risk.

The goal:  The safest summer on record
Traffic safety funding will allow for stepped up enforcement across the state all summer long with one goal in mind, preventing traffic deaths and serious injuries.  While 13 may sound unlucky to some, OHSP has set its sights on this number.  By focusing on safety belt and drunk driving enforcement, we hope to reduce traffic deaths by 13, an average of one person every week of the summer.  That equates to a nearly 5% reduction in summertime traffic deaths from 2004. 
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Ideally, motorists would always be safe and responsible behind the wheel.  In a perfect world drivers would pay attention to traffic around them, obey posted speed limits and traffic signals, adjust their driving and speed for inclement weather, and drive while rested, refreshed, and sober.  Unfortunately that’s not always the case.  We’re sometimes called upon to watch for the mistakes of others on the road, to anticipate the unanticipated, and always be prepared.  

So whether people are traveling on holiday weekends or enjoying a mid-summer respite, make traffic safety part of ALL your travel plans.
OHSP needs your help to make this the safest summer!  Can you:

· Hang a traffic safety banner in a prominent place

· Put up traffic safety posters

· Pass out flyers with a safety belt/drunk driving message
· Include a traffic safety article in newsletters, local publications or employee communications
· Utilize a business or school marquee to remind the community to buckle up and/or drive sober

· Place Click It or Ticket static clings in bank and fast food drive through windows

· Organize a child safety seat inspection

· Conduct a local safety belt use survey and publicize the results

· Utilize a sled or rollover convincer at a fair or other community event

· Put up a Click It or Ticket parking lot sign (currently in stock)
· Affix Click It or Ticket bumper stickers to government or fleet vehicles
· Use a BATmobile to heighten awareness of drunk driving enforcement

To answer any questions call OHSP 517-336-6477 and for a complete list of materials available to help promote summer traffic safety, visit the OHSP website at www.michigan.gov/ohsp
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