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LEARNS National Institute for Education Focused Programs

October 20 - 21, 2004 at Four Points Sheraton, Ann Arbor, MI 

Join us for training and dialogue with the LEARNS team, National Service program staff, and peers at the state and local levels.  Through a partnership between the Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory (NWREL) and the Bank Street College of Education, LEARNS provides training and technical assistance to National Service projects focused on literacy and education.  This two-day training is designed for directors, supervisors, and trainers who support volunteers in tutoring, mentoring, and out-of-school time programs.  The $99.00 registration fee includes all training materials and some meals.  For more information or to request a registration form, contact Megan Sargent at (517) 241-3494 or sargentm1@michigan.gov.
Visit the LEARNS website (www.nwrel.org/learns/) for additional resources for programs, including:

· The Tutor - a quarterly newsletter packed with relevant news and information from the field. 

· The LEARNS website, featuring downloadable resources & innovative activities.  Find an array of practical tips and strategies for literacy, mentoring, and tutoring programs. 

· Videos and companion guides, each of which focus on a different issue: using multiple reading strategies, developing reading comprehension skills, and working with English language learners.  
· In-depth training events designed to meet the needs of national service education-focused programs. 
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The Grant Institute's

Grants 101: Professional Grant Proposal Writing Workshop 
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Grants 101 is an intensive and detailed introduction to the process, structure, and skill of professional proposal writing.  This course is designed for both the beginner looking for a thorough introduction and the intermediate looking for a refresher course that will strengthen their grant acquisition skills.   The training will be held at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, August 18-20, 2004. Interested development professionals, researchers, faculty, and graduate students should register as soon as possible, as demand means that seats will fill up quickly.  All participants will receive certification in professional grant writing from the Institute.  The $597.00 tuition includes all materials and certificates. For more information call (888) 824-4424 or visit The Grant Institute website at http://www.thegrantinstitute.com.


White House Unveils New 

Drug Prevention Program
Parent Corps Gives Parents the Tools

 They Need to Keep Their Kids Drug Free
The latest initiative in the fight against youth drug abuse is Parent Corps, a new effort dedicated to helping parents prevent drug use by their children.  The Parent Corps is administered by the Corporation for National and Commu-nity Service, which provided a three-year, $4.2 million grant to the Atlanta-based nonprofit group National Families in Action to establish Parent Corps programs in nine states: Connecticut, Colorado, California, Georgia, Illinois, Kansas, North Carolina, South Carolina, 

and Wisconsin.


The Parent Corps relies on a cadre of trained and knowledgeable parents, known as Parent Leaders, to educate other parents in their children’s schools about the dangers of alcohol, tobacco, and illegal drug use and to support those parents in their efforts to keep their children drug-free. During their two-year, full-time terms, Parent Leaders:

· Teach other parents in their children’s schools about how drugs affect children

· Show them how children are at risk

· Share scientific research on the effects of drug use and on the power of parents to influence their children’s lives

· Mobilize parents into groups that stop the marketing of drugs to children
· Create a peer support network that fosters the growth of healthy children into productive adults

In each state where the Parent Corps operates, National Families in Action has established an affiliation with a statewide drug-prevention organization, which helps select sites and expand the program. Find additional information on Parent Corps at: www.parentcorps.org. 

The Workbench’s

To see Michigan’s complete 2003-2004 National Service Calendar, visit

www.michigan.gov/documents/Master_Calendar_6-12,_02_35206_7.doc
AUGUST 2004

2, 3, 4
Developmental Assets Training (One-day workshop), 9:00am-4:00pm, Escanaba, Grand 

Rapids, & Detroit (Tara Gilman, (517) 241-2553, gilmant@michigan.gov)

5-6
Diversity Fundamentals Workshop, Chicago, IL (Blanche Clark, CHPdiverse@aol.com, 1-800-

635-6675, http://www.chpinternational.com/DIVERSE.html)
9-10
Cross Cultural Conflict Resolution, Chicago, IL ((Blanche Clark, CHPdiverse@aol.com, 1-800-

635-6675, http://www.chpinternational.com/DIVERSE.html)
9-12 AmeriCorps*VISTA Pre-Service Orientation, Chicago, IL (CNCS, Kevin Murphy, kmurphy@cns.gov)

9-12
AmeriCorps*VISTA New Supervisor Training, Chicago, IL (CNCS, Kevin Murphy, kmurphy@cns.gov)

10 Michigan’s AmeriCorps Financial Training, 12:00-4:00pm, MCSC (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-

3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

16-17 Grant Writing Workshop, Kalamazoo (Grant Writing USA, Cathy Rittenhouse, 1-800-814-8191, cathy@grantwritingusa.com, www.grantwritingusa.com) 

17 Michigan’s AmeriCorps Planning Phase Part III, 10:00-4:00pm, MCSC (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 

241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

18-20 Grants 101: Professional Grant Proposal Writing Workshop, Ann Arbor (The Grant Institute, 1-888-824-4424, http://www.thegrantinstitute.com.

19-20 Urban Service-Learning Institute, St. Paul, MN (Bryan Thao Worra, (651) 999-7356, bworra@nylc.org)

19-20
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Meeting, Garland Resort, Lewiston, MI (Michelle 

Metzmaker, (517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

31 Making the Most of Your Time Online, Detroit (NPower Michigan, 1-866-41-NPower, training@npowermichigan.org, www.NPowerMichigan.org)

SEPTEMBER 2004

10 Michigan’s AmeriCorps Planning Phase Part IV, 10:00am-4:00pm, MCSC (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

8-10 Homeland Security Eastern Regional Conference, Cincinnati, OH (National Crime Prevention Council, conference@ncpc.org, 202-261-4165, www.ncpc.org/ncpc/ncpc/?pg=5882-7518-14382)
11
One Day’s Pay (www.onedayspay.org)

16 Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Meeting, MCSC (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@ michigan.gov)

18
National Public Lands Day (www.npld.com)
23 Nonprofit Day 2004, Lansing Center, Lansing (Michigan Nonprofit Association, 1-888-242-7075, 

www.mnaonline.org)

OCTOBER 2004

15
Disability Mentoring Day (mcdc@michigan.gov)

20-21 LEARNS National Institute for Education Focused Programs, Ann Arbor (Megan Sargent, (517) 

241-3494, sargentm1@michigan.gov, http://www.nwrel.org/learns )  

17-23
Kids Care Week (www.kidscare.org)

23
Make A Difference Day (www.makeadifferenceday.com)
*If you or your agency would like information about upcoming events included our three-month National Service planner, please contact Megan Sargent at sargentm1@michigan.gov or (517) 241-3494.
Retailer Grant Program Encourages Youth to Cross the 'Finish Line'





Finish Line, an athletic retailer specializing in brand name footwear, apparel and accessories, sponsors a grant program to support athletic and wellness programs located in communities where their stores are located. Projects that are submitted by 501(c)(3) organizations, have a primary focus on assisting children and young adults age 18 and under, concentrate on athletics or wellness, and benefit communities in which Finish Line stores are located are eligible to apply. For more information, visit: www.finishline.com/store/corporate_info/youthfoundation.jsp.


Applications received by Sept. 30 will be considered during the third-quarter grant cycle. 
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The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, 


activities, and materials.  Please call (517) 335-4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.





               The Michigan Community Service Commission’s 


    The Workbench – AUGUST 2004


		     Giving you the tools you need to build your program successfully.
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