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State Board of Education Announces 11 Michigan Blue Ribbon Exemplary Schools
January 23, 2003


LANSING – The State Board of Education today announced 11 elementary schools as Michigan Blue Ribbon Exemplary Schools.

“The schools that we are honoring today exemplify educational excellence,” said State Board of Education President Kathleen N. Straus. “This program identifies and recognizes outstanding public schools across the state that provide students a world-class education.”

Since its inception in 1982, the Michigan Department of Education’s Blue Ribbon Exemplary Schools Program has recognized more than 350 of Michigan’s most successful schools.  

The purpose of the program is threefold:

· To identify and give public recognition to outstanding public and private schools that achieve to high academic standards or have shown significant academic improvement over five years;

· To make available a comprehensive framework of key criteria for school effectiveness that can continue to improve school quality, and;

· To communicate best practices for educational success within and among Michigan schools.

Straus said the Department’s Blue Ribbon Schools program welcomes both schools that have demonstrated sustained success and those that have shown significant academic progress while overcoming serious educational obstacles.

While the U.S. Department of Education eliminated the Blue Ribbon Schools program in 2002 and replaced it with a new program focused entirely on test scores, the State Board of Education elected to maintain the previous program.  As a result, Michigan’s program is more rigorous and incorporates facets from both Education YES!, the state’s new accreditation system, and the federal No Child Left Behind Act. 

The program also is aligned with the State Board of Education’s overarching goal to optimize the level of academic achievement in all schools, especially those that are chronically underperforming.
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“Clearly, our program is in line with Michigan’s high, rigorous academic standards – schools need to be gauged on more than a single test on a single day,” said Tom Watkins, Michigan Superintendent of Public Instruction.
2002-2003 Michigan Blue Ribbon 

Exemplary Schools
Avondale Meadows Upper Elementary
Carpenter Elementary 
Avondale School District
Lake Orion Community Schools

1435 West Auburn Road
2290 Flintridge

Rochester Hills, Michigan 48309-4344
Orion, Michigan 48359-1612

Dr. James Bird, Superintendent
Dr. Craig Younkman, Superintendent

Clear Lake Elementary
Edwardsburg Intermediate Elementary 

Oxford Area Community Schools
Edwardsburg Public Schools

2085 West Drahner
9410 Section Street

Oxford, Michigan 48371
Edwardsburg, Michigan 49112-9668

Mrs. Virginia Brennan-Kyro, Superintendent
Mr. Sherman Ostrander, Superintendent

Ewell Elementary
Lakes Elementary 

Utica Community Schools
Rockford Public Schools

51041 Shelby Road
6849 Young Avenue

Shelby Township, Michigan 48316-4052
Rockford, Michigan 49341

Dr. Joan Sergent, Superintendent
Dr. Michael Shibler, Superintendent

Leonard Elementary
Maurice M. White Elementary 

Troy School District
Warren Consolidated Schools

4401 Tallman
32343 Bunert

Troy, Michigan 48085
Warren, Michigan 48088-2951

Dr. Janet Jopke, Superintendent
Dr. James Clor, Superintendent

Thomas Jefferson Elementary
Washington Writers’ Academy

Warren Consolidated Schools
Kalamazoo Public Schools

37555 Carol
1919 Portage Street

Sterling Heights, MI 48310-3899
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49001

Dr. James Clor, Superintendent
Dr. Janice Brown, Superintendent

Wooddale Elementary 

Farmington Public Schools

34275 Oak Forest

Farmington Hills, Michigan 48076-2749

Dr. Robert Maxfield, Superintendent
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