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Governor Granholm Signs Budgets to Create Jobs, 

Enhance Public Safety, and Protect Children and Environment


LANSING – Governor Jennifer M. Granholm has signed budgets that will create jobs, strengthen public safety, and protect human services and the environment.  The governor signed House Bill 5796, which contains fiscal year 2007 appropriations for 19 agencies and supplemental appropriations for the current fiscal year.  Appropriations bills for the Departments of Environmental Quality and Natural Resources were also signed into law by the governor.  


“Once again, the state has a fiscally responsible budget that puts people first,” Granholm said.  “We are putting people first by strengthening public safety, providing a business-friendly environment, and protecting the things that Michigan citizens value most – all while making the necessary cuts to balance the budget.”   

Agriculture


The Department of Agriculture’s budget for the coming fiscal year totals $113.6 million, $30.9 million of which is general fund.  It includes an additional $775,000 for food safety and fruit and vegetable inspections programs.  

Environmental Quality


The 2007 fiscal year budget for the Department of Environmental quality provides $444.2 million, $33.8 million of which is general fund, to support critical environmental initiatives in Michigan.   The budget includes $40 million for strategic water quality programs, more than $21 million for the environmental cleanup and redevelopment, and nearly $9 million for brownfield grants and loans.  

(more)
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General Government


The general government budget provides $2.9 billion, $607.3 million of which is general fund, for the Departments of Attorney General, Civil Rights, Civil Service, Information Technology, Management and Budget, Secretary of State, Treasury, and the Executive Office and the Legislature.  A major portion of this budget is $1.1 billion for revenue sharing for local units of government – the same level of funding as the current fiscal year.  

History, Arts & Libraries


The fiscal year 2007 budget for the Department of History, Arts & Libraries is set at $54.9 million, $43.2 million of which is general fund.  Included in this budget is $12.1 million in funding for public libraries and $10.1 million in funding for arts and cultural grants.  

Human Services


The 2007 appropriations for the Department of Human Services total $4.47 billion, $1.2 billion of which is general fund.  The budget includes Governor Granholm’s new Jobs, Education and Training (JET) pilot program, designed to meet new the federal work requirements and reduce long term welfare dependence through enhanced and integrated service delivery to thousands of Michigan citizens in need.   

Judiciary 


The budget for the Judiciary for fiscal year 2007 amounts to $259.4 million, $160.6 million of which is general fund.  The budget includes funding for four additional circuit court judgeships, in Kent, Macomb, Mecosta, Osceola, Clare and Gladwin counties, created in earlier legislation.   

Labor & Economic Growth


The fiscal year 2007 budget for the Department of Labor & Economic Growth provides $1.23 billion, $47.4 million of which is general fund, to help strengthen Michigan’s skilled workforce and safeguard the economic welfare of Michigan through business licensing and regulatory activities.  The budget provides $119 million for local job training programs, $113.8 million for the Work First program, and $10.9 million for fire protection grants to local units of government in Michigan.  

(more)
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Military & Veterans Affairs


The 2007 budget for the Department of Military & Veterans Affairs totals $122.9 million, $40.6 million of which is general fund.  Funding includes $48.1 million for the Grand Rapids Veterans’ Home and $15.5 million for the D.J. Jacobetti Veterans’ Home, increases of $2.3 million and $919,000 respectively, and $3.9 million for Veterans Service Organizations.  Also included is $4.5 million for the Michigan Youth ChalleNGe Academy program, which represents a $500,000 increase and will allow the program to serve an additional 100 children.    

Natural Resources


The 2007 appropriations for the Department of Natural Resources total $291.5 million, $25.3 million of which is general fund.  The budget for the coming fiscal year includes over $60 million for parks and recreation and nearly $45 million for management of forests.  

State Police


The Michigan State police budget for fiscal year 2007 totals $569.3 million, $249.3 million of which is general fund, in order to protect the residents of Michigan.  Included in the budget is $2.5 million for a 50-member trooper recruit school. 

Transportation


The Department of Transportation’s budget for fiscal year 2007 provides $3.44 billion to continue high quality transportation services that foster economic development and improve the quality of life for Michigan citizens.  This funding includes $2.3 billion for state and local road and bridge construction and economic development projects; $278.8 million for local bus operating assistance and public transportation development programs; and $8.2 million for rail passenger services.  

2006 Supplemental


Included in House Bill 5795 are supplemental appropriations in the amount of $240.1 million, $52.8 million of which is general fund, for the current fiscal year.  Included in the supplemental is $500,000 in federal funding to improve voting access for disabled individuals and $100,000 to promote the Detroit Zoo.  
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