AmeriCorps Funding Crisis – Bulletin #10, July 23, 2003

The National News

· In the news. . .
· Baltimore Sun, July 23, 2003 – Pitch In
· The Washington Post, July 23, 2003 – More Lip Service on Service
· San Francisco Chronicle, July 23, 2003 – AmeriCorps May Get Extra Money Though House Panel Votes To Block It
· The Washington Times, July 23, 2003 – AmeriCorps Asks Congress for $100 Million
· WIVBTV (Buffalo), July 23, 2003 – Volunteers Rally To Save AmeriCorps From Crippling Cuts
· Go Memphis, July 23, 2003 – Local Agencies Push for AmeriCorps Funds
· Baltimore Sun, July 23, 2003 – AmeriCorps Workers Urge Funding Boost
· The Advocate (Stamford, CT), July 23, 2003 – AmeriCorps Volunteers Lobby For More Funding
· The Washington Post, July 22, 2003 – Panel Rejects Extra Funds for AmeriCorps
· The national web site, www.saveamericorps.org, continues to be a good resource. 

The Statewide News
· Fast Facts About AmeriCorps and Philanthropy in Michigan

1. In an average year, Michigan’s AmeriCorps members improve the lives of approximately 115,000 people through education, human needs, environmental, and public safety activities.

2. Approximately 700 AmeriCorps members serve throughout the state. each year.

3. Every Michigan’s AmeriCorps member recruits approximately 26 volunteers each year to help them meet the challenges facing their communities.

4. In 2002, one-third (33.5%) of Michigan residents volunteered, a drop of 16 points compared with 2001 levels of 50 percent.

5. In 2002, 80 percent of Michigan residents contributed to charity, a drop from the 89 percent after the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, but similar to levels of giving in prior years.

a. The most common reason for not making a contribution was because they could not afford to give (70%).

· The Michigan Public Policy Initiative, a program of the Michigan Nonprofit Association, has information available on their web site at http://www.mnaonline.org/americorps.htm.  For more information via email, contact Erin Skene at skeneeri@mnaonline.org.

Background Information

Three issues are impacting Michigan’s AmeriCorps programs:

1. Michigan’s AmeriCorps program funding is being cut from $6.2 million to $2.3 million.

2. The balance in the Education Award Trust will not support President Bush’s call for 75,000 members. 

3. A cap has been placed on the number of AmeriCorps members who can enroll nationwide.

These issues are a result of accountability gaps on the part of the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS), the federal agency that oversees AmeriCorps funding, and the subsequent response of the U.S. Congress.
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