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Governor Granholm asks for help for Red Cross Blood Drive

 I write to you today not about the state's continuing budget crisis or about the details of a new state initiative.  Instead, I'm writing to ask your help in something much simpler and - perhaps - much more important.  Today, I write to ask your help in saving lives in Michigan.

I declared March American Red Cross Month in Michigan.  For any of you who've ever been the recipient of a live-saving blood transfusion or whose children have received blood to help treat a disease or survive a trauma, I don't have to tell you that a gift of blood can truly be the gift of a second chance.

Unfortunately, the blood supply available to Michigan's hospitals has decreased to the point where we often have only a two- or three-day supply of reserves on hand.  The Red Cross supplies 80 percent of the blood that hospitals need to help their patients.  Today, they need our help to maintain adequate reserve levels.

I hope you'll consider giving blood during this month - and during any month.  Giving blood takes just a few minutes, but it can give another person an entire lifetime of opportunity.  Many of our state departments host blood drives on a regular basis, so check with your particular department or division for more information, or call the Red Cross' Donor Services at 1-800-GIVELIFE to schedule an appointment.

The collective impact that we, as State of Michigan citizens, can have through this simple act is truly remarkable.  By giving blood, we give a little bit of ourselves, literally, to help make Michigan a better, healthier, place for all of us to live, work and raise a family.  

Thank you

Sincerely, 

Jennifer M. Granholm

Governor
From the Program Coordinator’s Desk by Gary Zulinski

March saw additional growth for Michigan Citizen Corps.  The City of Southfield and West Central Michigan Citizen Corps Council (Kent Barry and Ionia Counties) have registered as Citizen Corps Councils.  Michigan Citizen Corps now have 21 county and 15 local councils for a total of 36 councils for a 176% growth since August of 2003.  

I recently spoke at the Region 8 Bio-Defense Network meeting in Marquette Michigan.  They were a very energetic and receptive group and combined with Citizen Corps great things will happen in the U.P.  

The Medical Reserve Corps has created five Technical Assistance Series information booklets in PDF form and are available at resources www.medicalreservecorps.gov Technical Assistance Series.  These resources are filled with information for councils who wish to start a MRC and for existing MRC’s as well. 

I received 25 proposals for the 2004 Office of Domestic Preparedness Funding grants.  They are now under review by the Michigan Citizen Corps grant review committee.  Look for the award announcement in the May E-bulletin.  

Lets all heed the call to donate blood for the Red Cross.  The supply is low and if Michigan experiences any major disasters it could put the blood supply at dangerous levels.  Call  1-800-GIVELIFE today!

DC Citizen Corps Plays Active Role During Lead Contamination in District's Water Supply

(Washington, DC) The DC Commission on National and Community Service's DC Citizen Corps mobilized more than 60 trained volunteers to assist the Department of Health with the lead contamination in the District of Columbia's water supply. DC Citizen Corps volunteers help distribute 1,600 Brita filters, collect blood samples for 1,445 residents, and assist non-English speaking residents complete application forms. 

 

The Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) Corps, a DC Citizen Corps program, assisted the Department of Health at blood testing and filter distribution sites. A first aid center was also setup to provide emergency medical services.  
 
"This is what we train for," EMT District Chief William Broadus said. "We are ready to help during any public health emergencies that threaten District residents." 


The response of DC Citizen Corps is part of an ongoing effort to better prepare our community to respond during an emergency. The coordinated effort includes many community partners such as Earth Conservation Corps, Jumpstart and AmeriCorps*National Civilian Community Corps (NCCC). Greater DC Cares, the District's volunteer center, also provides support for spontaneous volunteers, which allows a coordinated response organized through the DC Citizen Corps program and the Emergency Operations Center.
 
About DC-CNCS 
The mission of the DC Commission on National and Community Service (DC-CNCS) is to strengthen and promote the spirit of service in the District of Columbia through partnerships, national service and volunteerism. The Commission administers AmeriCorps and Learn and Serve programs in the District and facilitates collaboration among all national service programs. Under the DC Citizen Corps initiative, DC-CNCS provides citizens with volunteer opportunities to help their communities prepare for and respond to emergencies. DC-CNCS also leads Emergency Support Function (ESF) #15 Donations and Volunteer Management in the District's Emergency Response Plan. Other initiatives to promote civic engagement include the monthly Mayor's Community Service Award, National Youth Service Day, and the DC Service Conference.
New Poll Highlights Need for More Emergency Planning for and by People with Disabilities 


WASHINGTON, D.C., January 30, 2004- More than two years after terrorist attacks focused national attention on the importance of planning ahead for disasters, Americans with disabilities remain insufficiently prepared, and are anxious about their safety, according to a new Harris Interactive survey commissioned by the National Organization on Disability (N.O.D.) . 

In the event of a terrorist attack, natural disaster, or other crisis, only 44 percent of people with disabilities say they know whom to contact about emergency plans for their community. Just 39 percent have made plans to evacuate quickly and safely from their homes. These figures have barely changed from two years ago (40 and 38 percent, respectively), when Harris conducted the same survey following the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks.

The new survey found a noteworthy improvement, however, in the workplace preparedness of people with disabilities who are employed. Sixty-eight percent now say that plans have been made to quickly and safely evacuate from their jobs, a dramatic increase from 45 percent in 2001. This suggests that efforts to design and implement disability-specific disaster planning, including N.O.D.'s Emergency Preparedness Initiative, are making an impact where people work.

"With thorough planning, those of us with disabilities will have a good chance of survival with the interruption to our lives minimized. Without it, we are at particular risk in the chaos," said N.O.D. President Alan A. Reich.

Anxiety levels still high
Forty-three percent of people with disabilities describe themselves as at least "somewhat anxious" about their personal safety, compared to 36 percent of people without disabilities. 

"The disability community has good reason to be anxious," said Mr. Reich. "The 54 million American children, women and men who have disabilities are among the most vulnerable in disasters. People with disabilities, emergency personnel, and government officials at all levels must work together to achieve a safe America." 

Thirty-six percent of people with disabilities say they are more concerned about their personal safety than they were before September 11, 2001. Twenty-seven percent of other Americans say they are more concerned about their safety than before the terrorist attacks. 

Planning remains key
N.O.D. is working with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, other government agencies, emergency planners and responders and the disability community to ensure that adequate plans are in place to accommodate the needs of people with disabilities during future crises. N.O.D.'s Emergency Preparedness Initiative, organized since the terrorist attacks, is designed to help communities, emergency planners and responders, and people with disabilities properly prepare for all man-made and natural disasters.

"It is critical that all plans, response actions, and recovery efforts include the unique and varied emergency-specific needs of people with disabilities, the very people who must be involved in the planning process at all levels," said Elizabeth Davis, Vice President and Director of the Emergency Preparedness Initiative at N.O.D. To become informed and involved, Ms. Davis encourages visiting www.nod.org/emergency, where N.O.D.'s Emergency Preparedness Initiative maintains a continuously updated repository of information, links, guides, standards, plans, video clips, research, and an electronic bulletin board. 

The Harris Interactive survey interviewed 993 people, 19 percent of whom reported having disabilities, by telephone Dec. 10-16, 2003. N.O.D.'s Emergency Preparedness Initiative will continue to monitor and report on the disability community's preparedness level.

The National Organization on Disability, founded in 1982, promotes the full and equal participation and contribution of America's 54 million men, women and children with disabilities in all aspects of life. 

Harris Interactive is a worldwide market research and consulting firm best known for The Harris Poll®. Headquartered in Rochester, N.Y., Harris Interactive combines proprietary methodologies and technology with expertise in predictive, custom and strategic research. N.O.D. has commissioned numerous Harris surveys since 1987. 

Point of Contact 1: Brewster Thackeray, 202/955-6327, thackeray@nod.org
2004 MRC National Conference
All Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) communities are invited to participate in a 3-day network development conference to be held July 7-9, 2004 in Baltimore, Maryland at the Hyatt Regency Baltimore on the Inner Harbor. Join national government and nongovernmental organizations, emergency response and public health experts, and other community volunteers for this 3-day knowledge-sharing conference. Local MRC community exhibits and exhibits from national organizations will be on display. Agenda items will be an array of topics in response to community requests, for both the seasoned and newly developed MRC communities. This conference is an ideal meet-and-greet opportunity for local MRC communities to share best practices and strategies. 

To register for the meeting and make your hotel accommodations, click on http://meetings.z-techcorp.com/cmt. Registrations will be accepted until May 28, 2004. 

If you DO NOT have e-mail capability, please print and complete the registration form and return it by fax to Karen Ellis at 301-315-2801. If you have any logistical questions, please contact Karen Ellis at 301-315-2806, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. eastern time, or by e-mail at kellis@z-techcorp.com.
American Safety And Health Institute To Partner With Citizen 

(ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.) C. Suzanne Mencer, Director of the Office for Domestic Preparedness within the Department of Homeland Security, today announced an official affiliate partnership between the American Safety and Health Institute (ASHI) and Citizen Corps, the Department's nationwide grass roots movement to actively involve everyone in America in making out community and our nation safer, stronger, and better prepared for emergencies. 

Through this affiliation, ASHI will USE their 30,000 professional safety-training educators, thousands of ASHI student volunteers, and 1,000 Citizen Corps Councils at the state and local levels to implement strategies of emergency preparedness and provide local support to emergency responders. 

ASHI trains approximately one million-plus students each year in its life-saving training programs. Working with Citizen Corps, ASHI will encourage these trainees to help implement local Citizen Corps programs and to volunteer for local Citizen Corps Councils. They will learn to utilize their ASHI training in life-saving and safety skills to help others be prepared and to be effective in a crisis situation. 

"We all have a role to play in preparing our communities for the potential challenges in our future," says Gregg Rich, chair of the board of directors for ASHI. "The alliance between Citizen Corps and ASHI will help everyday citizens to better define their role in their own communities, and, in turn, help Citizen Corps to fulfill its mission to make communities safer, stronger and better prepared by helping to recruit a strong support network of trained volunteers." 

Citizen Corps provides local opportunities for everyone to become trained in emergency-related safety skills and to participate in homeland security and community/family preparedness through public education and outreach, training opportunities, and volunteer programs to support local first responders. Through a vast nationwide network of Citizen Corps Councils, the organization brings together the homeland security expertise of emergency responders with the energy and spirit of volunteer programs, the private sector and other community stakeholders to engage the whole community. 

C. Suzanne Mencer, director of the Office for Domestic Preparedness, said, "Secretary Ridge has made it a priority to engage all citizens in getting prepared and involved in hometown security. Partnering with ASHI will extend Citizen Corps' network of national affiliates and provide valuable opportunities for thousands of trained students to answer our call to action and help keep our hometowns secure from all hazards." 

In addition to the four charter Citizen Corps Programs, Community Emergency Response Teams (CERT), Medical Reserve Corps, Neighborhood Watch, Volunteers in Police Service, and the Department's citizen preparedness Ready campaign, Citizen Corps has also partnered with 15 affiliate programs to help coordinate a range of opportunities in which citizens can participate. "The American Safety & Health Institute is a natural addition to our support network," adds Mencer. 

As a vital component of USA Freedom Corps, Citizen Corps encourages citizens of America to answer the President's "call to service" and take an active role in building safer, stronger and better-prepared communities. To find out more about Citizen Corps and to find a local Council nearest you, please visit www.citizencorps.gov. 

ASHI is a not for profit association of professional safety & health educators focusing on excellence in education in the areas of CPR, AED, First Aid, workplace safety/disaster preparedness, rescue and wilderness survival skills, among others, while successfully targeting all areas of safety and health, helping to educate the lay public and emergency service professionals alike. To learn more about ASHI's programs, visit www.ashinstitute.org. 

U.S. Issues Transit Alert 

NewsMax.com Wires

WASHINGTON – Homeland Security officials issued a bulletin advising state officials, police and transit and rail agencies to be vigilant in light of the bombings in Spain.  They were asked late Thursday night to consider additional surveillance and to look out for unattended bags and backpacks, Homeland Security spokesman Brian Roehrkasse said.  

Homeland Security officials were keeping close watch on developments related to the terrorist attacks that killed or wounded about 1,400 train riders in Spain.  Based on the assessment of intelligence "we have no specific indications that terrorists are considering such attacks on the United States in the near term," Roehrkasse said Friday.  The attacks Thursday have not prompted the United States to raise its terror alert level, which remains at yellow, indicating an "elevated" threat.  Amtrak increased patrols of its police force and canine units, spokesman Dan Stessel said. Electronic surveillance of bridges and tunnels was intensified, he said. And the company reinforced its message to Amtrak employees to report suspicious activities to police. 

No Credible Threats 

"That gives you another 20,000 sets of eyes," Stessel said. The railroad is continuing to review information received from the FBI and the Transportation Security Administration, he said, but there has been no credible threat against Amtrak or other railroads. 

Acting TSA chief David Stone said the agency was working with public transit systems to close security gaps.   "TSA is very much involved in all risk mitigation plans with trains, metropolitan transit systems and ports," he said.  

In New York City, Mayor Michael Bloomberg said authorities had moved to increase security in subways and commuter trains. Uniformed personnel will be present at subway stations and trains, on the Long Island Rail Road, PATH and Metro-North Rail Road trains. Bomb-sniffing dogs will also be in use around the region. 

"We clearly are focusing, as you would expect us to do, even more resources on the New York City subway system," Bloomberg said at a news conference. "It goes to show we still live in a very dangerous world." 

'Preferred Target' 

Bruce Hoffman, a terrorism expert at Rand Corp., said it was much harder to secure transit systems than airports because it wasn't possible to closely scrutinize every person in such large crowds. 

"If terrorists want to kill a lot of people, public transportation is always the preferred target, because you get a lot of people in the same place at the same time," he said. 

Though airplanes continue to be an attractive target for terrorists, he said, the U.S. government's tightening of airport security might have made public transit more vulnerable. 

"You harden one target, and you shift the threat to another," Hoffman said. 

Further, he said, the success of the attacks on trains in Madrid might inspire other terrorists to imitate them. 

If the TSA gets wind of a threat, the agency's communication system allows it to communicate quickly with transit agencies, railroads, and bus companies and cruise lines, officials said. The agency has given $115 million in security grants to transit systems in the past year. 

'Better Prepared' 

James Carafano, an expert on homeland security with the conservative think tank Heritage Foundation, said al-Qaida had shown an interest in bridges and tunnels. Major subway systems are closely monitoring tunnels, he said. 

"The major subway systems are better prepared than they were several years ago, and that's encouraging," Carafano said. 

The Federal Transit Administration has sent technical teams to transit systems to assess their vulnerability and given them grants for training their employees. 

In Washington, metro subway platforms were cleared of fixtures that officials thought could be hiding places for bombs. Officials removed trashcans, newspaper recycling bins and newspaper sales boxes. 

Mailboxes disappeared from downtown Washington streets as the city tightened its guard against terrorism. 

Last month, Homeland Security officials met with a Russian delegation for a debriefing on the February explosion on the Moscow metro that killed 41, TSA spokesman Mark Hatfield said. 

"You can bet we're going to be talking to our allies in Spain and try to boil down lessons learned as the investigation into this horrible attack take place," he said.

FEMA's New On-Line Course 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The Department of Homeland Security's Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is unveiling today an on-line, independent study course that will help local, state, tribal and federal officials to navigate environmental and historic preservation compliance regulations that affect FEMA's disaster recovery programs.

 "This course is one of the largest and most complex that we've ever put on our online Virtual Campus to date. It took some two years to convert from our paper-based curriculum," said Michael D. Brown, Under Secretary of Homeland Security for Emergency Preparedness and Response. "It shows how serious we are about expanding training opportunities throughout the nation and far beyond our 'bricks and mortar' training facility in Maryland."

Specialists at FEMA developed the online course, IS 253: Coordinating Environmental and Historical Preservation Compliance. The online course not only presents how compliance issues should be addressed but also emphasizes that environmental/historical preservation issues should be considered early in the recovery process in order for projects to be funded as quickly as possible.

The course takes a minimum of 10 hours to complete, and those who successfully complete it will receive a certificate. The course can be accessed at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb. From there, interested students should click on NETC Virtual Campus to enroll.

On March 1, 2003, FEMA became part of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. FEMA's continuing mission within the new department is to lead the effort to prepare the nation for all hazards and effectively manage federal response and recovery efforts following any national incident. FEMA also initiates proactive mitigation activities, trains first responders, and manages Citizen Corps, the National Flood Insurance Program and the U.S. Fire Administration.

An official web site of the Department of Homeland Security and the Federal Emergency Management Agency U.S. Fire Administration, 16825 S. Seton Ave., Emmitsburg, MD 21727
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We all have a role 


in Hometown Security 





Citizen Corps asks you to embrace the


personal responsibility to be prepared;�to get training in first aid and emergency skills;


and to volunteer to support local emergency responders, disaster relief, and community safety
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