AmeriCorps Funding Crisis – Bulletin #8, July 18, 2003

The National News

· Congressman Ford (D-TN) and Congressman Osborne (R-NE) are holding a press conference on Tuesday, July 22nd in support of AmeriCorps.  The press conference is being held at 11:00 a.m. on Capitol Hill.  If you or someone you know is interested in attending, contact Mary Grill at grillm@michigan.gov. 

· Next week there is scheduled to be important activity in the U.S. House of Representatives:

Monday 7/21:  The Full House Appropriation Committee will take up the FY04 VA HUD Appropriation bill and the AmeriCorps supplemental separately.  (The supplementals are attached to Legislative Branch Appropriation bill.)

Tuesday/Wednesday:  The issues will be in conference
Thursday:  The issues will go to the Floor. 

· In the news. . .
· Chicago Sun Time, July 18, 2003 – Hastert Has Reservations About Helping Out AmeriCorps
· The New York Times, July 17, 2003 – Timely Help for AmeriCorps
· Chicago Sun Times, July 17, 2003 – A Real Bargain (the second article)

· The national web site, www.saveamericorps.org, continues to be a good resource. 

The Statewide News

· The Michigan Nonprofit Association’s press conference on Tuesday, July 15th was a huge success.  AmeriCorps supporters from the business and foundation communities were present along with AmeriCorps alumni.  In addition, AmeriCorps members and program directors used vacation time to attend.
· In the news. . .

· Crain’s Detroit (Michigan Nonprofit News) – July 17, 2003 – Nonprofits Rally in Detroit Against Cuts to AmeriCorps
· Detroit Free Press, July 16, 2003 – AmeriCorps Faces Budget Cuts
· The Daily Mining Gazette, July 15, 2003 – Local AmeriCorps Survives Budget Ax
· The Oakland Press, July 14, 2003 – Cuts Hit OU’s AmeriCorps
· The Michigan Public Policy Initiative, a program of the Michigan Nonprofit Association, has information available on their web site at http://www.mnaonline.org/americorps.htm.  For more information via email, contact Erin Skene at skeneeri@mnaonline.org.

Background Information

Three issues are impacting Michigan’s AmeriCorps programs:

1. Michigan’s AmeriCorps program funding is being cut from $6.2 million to $2.3 million.

2. The balance in the Education Award Trust will not support President Bush’s call for 75,000 members. 

3. A cap has been placed on the number of AmeriCorps members who can enroll nationwide.

These issues are a result of accountability gaps on the part of the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS), the federal agency that oversees AmeriCorps funding, and the subsequent response of the U.S. Congress.
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