Talking Points
November Buckle Up or Pay Up: Click It or Ticket mobilization


· The national safety belt enforcement mobilization takes place November 17-30, 2003.  Over 500 Michigan law enforcement agencies will be participating.  More than 12,000 agencies are expected to participate nationwide.

· During the mobilization, officers will place increased attention on traffic safety and enforcement, particularly safety belt enforcement.

· The mobilization is about saving lives, not writing tickets.  Buckling up makes a driver safe from a crash or a ticket.  Police would much rather pull out the ticket book than pull out another body from a fatal crash.

· For many drivers, the threat of a ticket has been proven a greater inducement to buckle up than the threat of life-altering injury or death.

· The campaign slogan is “Buckle Up or Pay Up: Click It or Ticket.”  While drivers hear and see the “Click It or Ticket” reminder year-round, the “Buckle Up or Pay Up” message indicates a special, stepped-up enforcement effort.

· State and national advertising, placed on shows with large teen and young adult audiences will support enforcement efforts.  This advertising reinforces the impact of enforcement by making drivers more aware of it.  Drivers become less likely to drive unrestrained and more aware of police cars on patrol.  Surveys show that drivers are rarely aware of enforcement that has no media support.

· Teens and young adults are the focus because they are most at risk.  Drivers below age 30, particularly young men, have lower belt use rates, higher rates of drunk driving, higher crash rates, and higher fatality rates.  Traffic crashes are the leading cause of death before age 35.

· Michigan’s overall safety belt use rate is 83.9%, the highest ever.  Young drivers (ages 16-29) have an 80.9% use rate, and young men have only 75.4%.  While Michigan is a national leader in safety belt use, these groups lag dangerously behind.  Older males also place themselves at risk, with male belt use at 79.8% in Michigan.

· In Michigan, 346 teen and young adult drivers (ages 11-24) died in traffic crashes in 2002.  33,746 more were injured.  Young drivers are at a lethal intersection of low driving experience and high risk-taking behavior.

· There are four law enforcement mobilizations over the coming year, two Click It or Ticket safety belt mobilizations and two You Drink & Drive. You Lose. drunk driving mobilizations.  Michigan’s participation is organized by the Office of Highway Safety Planning, nationally by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and the National Safety Council.

· Further questions can be directed to Anne Readett at the Office of Highway Safety Planning as necessary.  (517) 333-5317

