Chapter 8

Connecting with the Disability Community: 

Local, State, and National Organizations and Agencies

There are literally thousands of local, state, and national disability-related organizations and agencies that can provide you with training, information, referrals, and resources.  The information in this chapter will give you information to locate the organization you need.  You may want to add a local agency to your mailing list, contact a state organization to provide training at your next service provider/staff meeting, or connect with a national association for more information about a particular disability.  The resources listed in this chapter can assist you with your outreach and inclusion effort.
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Michigan Disability Resource Directory

Whether you are searching for information on a specific disability, looking for a training provider on disability issues, or want to diversify your recruitment contact list, the Michigan Disability Resource Directory is your primary resource for information on disability-related agencies and organizations throughout the state of Michigan.

The Family Independence Agency (FIA) has created an extensive, searchable database of hundreds of Michigan agencies and organizations providing support and services to people with disabilities throughout the state.  

To access the database:

· Go to the FIA homepage at www.michigan.gov/fia
· Scroll down to Online Services
· Click on Michigan Disability Resource Directory
OR

· Type in this direct link to the directory: http://208.32.167.178/ 

Ways to Search

Using this online directory, you can search by:

· Disability (Down Syndrome, Stroke, etc.)

· Service (Education/Training, Transportation, etc.)

· Agency Name (if you know the name of the agency)

· Using a map of Michigan (first by region, then by county)

· Geographic search (county, city, township, village, or zip code)

The following pages are taken from the online directory and will provide you with an idea of the range of information available and the different ways you can search for the contacts you are seeking.

Michigan Disability Resource Directory
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	SEARCH BY DISABILITY
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You can search by type of disability (Cancer, Head Injury, etc.)  search now...
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Search by Disability 

To search based on disability, please select a disability from the list below. 

	          
	  All 
  ADD/ADHD 
  AIDS/HIV 
  Alcohol/Drug Abuse/Chemical Dependence 
  Alzheimers Disease 
  Anxiety 
  Arthritis 
  Asthma 
  Autism 
  Blind & Visually Impaired 
  Blood Disorders 
  Brain Injury 
  Cancer 
  Cerebral Palsy 
  Chronic Fatigue Syndrome 
  Chronic Illness 
  Cirrhosis 
  Congenital Disability 
  Cystic Fibrosis 
  Deaf & Hard of Hearing 
  Deaf/Blind 
  Depression 
  Developmental Disabilities 
  Diabetes 
  Down Syndrome 
  Dwarfism/Little People 
  Emotional 
  Fibromyalgia 
  Head Injury 
  Kidney 
  Language/Speech 
  Learning Disabilities 
  Leukemia 
  Mental 
  Mental Retardation 
  Mobility Impaired 
  Multi-handicapped 
  Multiple Sclerosis 
  Muscular Dystrophy 
  Opid Substance 
  Paralysis 
  Seizure Disorders 
  Spina Bifida 
  Stroke 
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	SEARCH BY SERVICE
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You can search by type of service (Assistive Technology, Rehabilitation Services, etc.)  search now...
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  Adoption/Foster Care 

  Adult/Family Services 

  Advocacy 

  Assistive Technology (Hearing Aids, Devices) 

  Audiology 

  Captioning Services 

  CART (Communication Access Real-Time) 

  Civil Rights 

  Colleges/Universities 

  Community Health (Public Health, Mental Health) 

  Counseling 

  Deaf/Blind Services 

  Deaf/Hard of Hearing Services 

  Disability Rights 

  Education/Training 

  Employment 

  Equipment Repair Services 

  Financial/Income 

  Hospitals/Medical/Healthcare Centers 

  Housing/Residential/Barrier Free 

  Independent Living 
  Information/Referral 

  Interpreter Referral Agency 

  Medicare/Medicaid 

  Mobility Equipment 

  Nationwide Services 

  Personal Assistant Services 

  Recreation/Special Olympics 

  Rehabilitation Services/Rehab 

  Respite Care 

  Schools 

  Senior Citizens 

  Service Animal (Dogs/Guide, Leader, Hearing) 

  Sign Language Classes 

  Substance Abuse Services 

  Supplemental Security Income 

  Support Group 

  Telecommunications/Communication Aids 

  Therapy 

  Transition Services 

  Transportation 

  Youth/Children 
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	SEARCH BY AGENCY NAME
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If you know the name of the agency, you can search using that...  search now...
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Search by Agency Name 

To search based on agency name, please type the agency name (or part of it) in the space provided. You may also narrow your search by entering geographic information. 

	Top of Form
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	SEARCH USING A MAP OF MICHIGAN
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Would you rather use a map to track down a local service provider? Look no further...   search now...
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Search Using a Map of Michigan 

To help narrow your search, please select an area from the map of Michigan below. 
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	GEOGRAPHIC SEARCH FOR SERVICES
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Search for agencies by geography. (County, city, township, village or zip code)  search now...
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 Geographic Search for Services
Here you can search for services according to geographic criteria you specify. 

The search result lists alphabetically all of the services offered in the
county that corresponds with your search criteria. 

For best results, only fill in one box. 

	Top of Form

Select a county to start your search for services
County
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Not Selected



- OR -

you can enter the city/township/village
or zip code in the form below and then choose
either to limit your search by that criteria or
by the county it is associated with 
City/Township/Village:
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Zip Code: 
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Michigan Resources—Quick-Reference

Materials in Alternate Formats

Michigan Disability Rights Coalition

740 West Lake Lansing Rd Ste 400

East Lansing MI  48823

Phone: 517-333-2477

MDRC is a statewide network of individuals and organizations that advances the issues of Michigan's disability community through grassroots activism, public education and advocacy. 

MDRC also provides alternate format services such as Braille and tape recordings.

Sign Language Interpreters

Michigan Association for Deaf, Hearing, and Speech Services

2929 Covington Court, Ste 200

Lansing MI  48912-4939

Phone: 800-YOUR-EAR


517-487-0066 (voice)


517-487-0202 (TTY)

Website: http://www.madhs.org/
Statewide Service for the Hearing Impaired (SSHI)

1631 Miller Rd

Flint MI  48503

Phone: 810-239-3112

Training Provider

Michigan Commission on Disability Concerns

PO Box 30659

Lansing MI  48909

Phone: 517-334-8000 (voice/TTY)

Email: mcdc@michigan.gov
Website: Go to http://www.michigan.gov/fia, select “Commissions and Boards” on the left side of the home page, then select “Michigan Commission on Disability Concerns.”

The Michigan Commission on Disability Concerns responds to and advocates on behalf of Michigan's 1.9 million people with disabilities. This is done through information and technical assistance, disability rights training, working with the Michigan Business Leaders Network on employment for people with disabilities, coordinating the Michigan Youth Leadership Forum and conducting disability awareness and sensitivity training. MCDC also includes the Division on Deafness, which deals with issues involving Michigan citizens who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Centers For Independent Living

Independent Living is the principle that individuals with any disability, to the fullest extent possible, shall work, live in their own homes, raise families, and participate in the everyday activities of life.  

Centers for Independent Living (CIL’s) are typically non-residential, private, non-profit, consumer-controlled, community-based organizations providing services and advocacy by and for persons with all types of disabilities.

Michigan’s CIL’s are an excellent first-contact for information regarding disability issues and for outreach and recruitment activities.

Services

Information and Referral Services
· Employment services and information 

· Spectran paratransit rider certification 

· Emergency services and support information 

· Housing information - subsidized and barrier-free 

· Obtaining adaptive equipment and assistive technology 

· Social Security and other supportive funding information 

· Recreation and volunteer opportunities 

Community Awareness and Advocacy

· Working with employers to provide job accommodations 

· Accessible housing development 

· Public speaking to groups, schools, employees, churches, etc. 

· Legislation - speaking before Michigan legislature and national advocacy 

· Americans With Disabilities Act - teaching seminars and 
one-on-one training assistance 

Individual Skills Development

· Job readiness skill-building 

· Rehabilitation nursing assessments and follow-up services 

· Independent living assessments and skills training 

· One-on-one training for individuals with specific needs 

· School-to-work transition services for students with disabilities 

Peer Support
· Matching people with disabilities as mentors for newly disabled people 

· Matching people with similar disabilities for support and information sharing 

For more information about Independent Living Centers throughout the United States, including a listing of all IL Centers in the US, visit the Independent Living USA web site at http://www.ilusa.com/links/ilcenters.htm.

Michigan Centers For Independent Living

ANN ARBOR CIL 

James Magyar, Director 

2568 Packard Road 

Ann Arbor MI 48104 

734-971-0277 (Voice)

734-971-0310 (TTY)

734-971-0826 (Fax)

Email: jmagyar@aacil.org
BLUE WATER CIL 

Robert DeVary, Director 

310 Water St 

Port Huron MI 48060 

810-987-9337 (Voice/TTY)

810-987-9548 (Fax)

800-527-2167 (Toll Free) 

Email: bob925@.hotmail.com
CAPITAL AREA CIL

Janet DelValle, Director

1048 Pierpont Stes 9-10

Lansing MI 48911 

517-241-0393 (Voice) 

517-241-0438 (Fax) 

Email: cacil@.cacil.org
THE CIL OF MID MICHIGAN 

Melissa Davert, Director 

1206 James Savage 

Midland MI 48640 

989-835-4041 (Voice) 

989-835 8121 (Fax) 

Email: cilmm@concentric.net
THE DISABILITY NETWORK

Michael Zelley, Director 

3600 S Dort Highway Ste 54

Flint MI 48507-2054

810-742-1800 (Voice) 

810-742-7647 (TTY) 

810-742-2400 (Fax)

1-800-ADA-6040 (Toll Free) 

Email: mikez@.disnetwork.org
THE DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER 

Joel Cooper, President & CEO 

517 E. Crosstown Parkway

Kalamazoo MI 49001

616-345-1516 (Voice)

616-346-1518 (TTY)

616-345-0229 (Fax) 

Email: jcooper@drc.org
GRAND RAPIDS CIL

Dave Bulkowski, Director 

3600 Camelot Dr SE 

Grand Rapids MI  49546

616-949-1100 (Voice/TTY)

616-949-7865 (Fax) 

Email: Dave.b@grcil.org
GREAT LAKES CIL 

Jeannie Meece, Director 

2995 E Grand Blvd. 

Detroit MI 48202 

313-870-4580 (Voice)

313-832-3372 (TTY)

313-870-4590 (Fax) 

Email: jmeece@glcil.org
LAKE SHORE CIL

Ruth Stegeman, Director

426 Century Lane

Holland MI 49423 

616-396-5326 (Voice)

616-396-3220 (Fax)

Email: ruth@egl.net
Web Site: www.lcil.org
OAKLAND &: MACOMB CIL

Rick Sides, Director 

3765 E 15 Mile Road 

Sterling Heights MI  48310

810-268-4160 (Voice)

810-268-4720 (Fax) 

Emai1: ricks@omcil.org
Web Site: www.omcil.org
DEVELOPING CENTERS 

BAY AREA COALITION FOR IL

Steve Wade, Director 

701 S. Elmwood Ste 17

Traverse City MI  49684

231-929-4865 (Voice)

231-929-4896 (Fax) 

Email: steve@bacil.org
Web Site: www.bacil.org
COALITION FOR IL 

Corrie Listenberger-Bair, Contact

PO Box 663 

Edwardsburg MI 49112

616-663-6090 (Voice) 

DISABILITY AWARENESS CENTER FOR IL 

Maggie Carlson, Director

1041 E Broadway 

Muskegon MI  49444

231-830-0099 (Voice) 

231-830-0066 (Fax) 

Email: DACIL2000@aol.com
JACKSON CENTER FOR IL

Tom Swain, Director of Operations

2319 West Main St 

Jackson MI 49203 

517-784-1723 (Voice) 

Email: jinman@voyager.net
Email: thswain@.aacil.org
SUPERIOR ALLIANCE FOR IL 

Amy Rosemergy, Director

129 W. Baraga Ste H

Marquette MI 49855 

906)-228-5744 (Voice)

906-228-5573 (Fax) 

Email: arosemergy@chartermi.net
Web Site: www.sail.match.org
IL/CIL PARTNERS 

MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF CENTERS FOR IL 

Elizabeth O’Hara, Executive Director 

780 W Lake Lansing Road Ste 400

East Lansing MI 48823 

517-333-4253 (Voice/TTY)

517-333-4244 (Fax) 

Email: MACILEliz@.match.org
MICHGAN COMMISSION FOR THE BLIND 

Bob Utrup, Program Manager for IL 

201 N Washington

PO Box 30652 

Lansing MI 48909 

517-335-4254 (Voice)

517-335-5140 (Fax:) 

Email: utrupr@michigan.gov
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF CAREER DEVELOPMENT 

REHABILITATION SERVICES

Theodore Haworth, Program Coordinator

608 W. Allegan, 4th Floor

PO Box 30010 

Lansing MI  48909 

517-373-8039 (Direct)

517-373-4479 (Fax) 

800-605-6722 (Customer Service)

888-605-6722 (TTY) 

Email: hawortht@michigan.gov
MICHIGAN DISABILITY RIGHTS COALITION 

Norman DeLisle, Jr., Executive Director

740 W Lake Lansing Rd Ste 400

East Lansing MI 48823

517-333-2477 (Voice)

517-333-2677 (Fax) 

1-800-760-4600 (Toll Free)

Email: ndelisle@msn.com
Communities of Power:

www.copower.org
MICHIGAN STATEWIDE 

INDEPENDENT LIVING 

COUNCIL

Beth Harvey, Executive Director

417 Seymour St Ste 10

Lansing MI  48933

517-371-4872 (Voice)

517-371-4875 (Fax)

Email: SILCBeth@aol.com
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