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West Nile Virus: Reservoir Hosts

|solated from numerous wild birds.
Wetland and terrestrial species.
Birds are primary amplifier hosts.
Reservoir status not known.
Migratory birds have a role in the distribution and
re-introduction of virus into northern latitudes.

Role of mammals is not known, but they appear
to be dead end hosts.
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Clinical Signs:

Depression, anorexia (weight loss), dehydration,
ataxia (loss of coordination), disorientation,
inability to fly or use their legs,

head tremors, eye twitching,

apparent blindness, seizures/convulsions,
abnormal head posture, circling,

weakness, and death.
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Post Mortem Diagnosis

Corvid avian species necropsies are performed
at MSU’s Diagnostic Center for Population and
Animal Health (DCPAH)

Non-Corvid avian species and mammalian
species necropsies are performed at the DNR’s
Rose Lake Wildlife Disease Lab

Testing is performed at MSU’s DCPAH
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Impact on Wildlife:
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Great Backyard Bird Count

Audubon Society (Michigan Chapter)
in Cooperation with Cornell Lab of Ornithology
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Monitoring Impact on Wildlife:

Web-based submission of data and posting of
results.

Tables & graphs:

Summaries of dead
bird and mammal
reports.

Summaries of test
results.

Michigan

DNR



Michig%\
DNR/ .



	West Nile Virus in Wildlife
	West Nile Virus: Reservoir Hosts

