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Provided on the attached list are those primary care delivery sites the Department has identified as being located in federally designated health professional shortage areas (HPSAs).  In addition, those clinics, centers, and practice sites designated as Michigan essential health care provider sites have also been identified.

The purpose of a Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA) is to identify areas of greater need so limited healthcare professional resources can be prioritized and directed to the people in those areas.  This process identifies areas that lack sufficient clinicians to meet the primary care needs of its residents.  Shortage designations are based on the evaluation of criteria established in federal statute, Sections 330 and 332 of the Public Health Services Act, as amended.  This legislation authorizes the Secretary of the United States Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) to designate shortage areas; this authority is delegated to the Health Resources and Services Administration’s (HRSA) Bureau of Health Professions, Shortage Designation Branch.

Michigan’s Essential Health Care Provider Program, the State Loan Repayment Program (SLRP) is also established in federal statute, Section 3381 of the Public Health Service Act, as amended, and authorizes the Secretary to make matching grants to States to assist in recruitment and retention of health professionals in federally designated HPSAs.  The purpose of this program is to increase the availability of primary health professionals in HPSAs by assisting States to operate programs providing assistance with the repayment of educational loans in return for a time-limited commitment to practice in HPSAs.  Primary care physicians, physician assistants, nurse practitioners, certified nurse midwives and dentists are eligible for this assistance. 

The National Health Services Corps (NHSC) also requires HPSA designation for site approvals for placement of healthcare professionals in both the NHSC Federal Loan Repayment Program as well as the NHSC Scholarship Program.  These two programs provide financial loan repayment or scholarship assistance to eligible primary care physicians, physician assistants, nurse practitioners, certified nurse midwives, dentists, dental hygienists, psychiatrists, clinical or counseling psychologists, clinical social workers, licensed professional counselors, psychiatric nurse specialists and marriage and family therapists who will practice in HPSAs.

Overall, the strategy of the above programs is to improve access to primary and preventive health services for underserved communities and vulnerable populations by financially assisting primary care providers. 

