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Cyanide in Whole Blood by                                  Gas Chromatography/ MS
USE OF TEST:  Detection of cyanide.

TEST PERFORMED: Lansing/ CDC

TURN AROUND TIME:  1-4 days

INTERPRETATION: Normal <100ng/mL 

                                    Toxic/ Lethal >1000ng/mL 
SPECIMEN TYPE: Whole blood.

VOLUME: Optimal amount of specimen is 25mL (minimum of 0.75mL)


CONTAINER: 5 or 7 mL vacutainers containing EDTA or Heparin as anticoagulant 


agent sealed with forensic tape.

FORM NUMBER: DCH1264- Chain of Custody.  (We will accept “in-house” Chain of Custody forms with equivalent information.)

*NOTE*

1. Because cyanide is present at higher amounts in the blood of cigarette smokers, the smoking status of the individual providing the sample should be known but is not required.
2. Whole blood specimens should be collected from subjects as quickly as possible after exposure since blood cyanide is converted in the body to thiocyanate or lost through respiration.

3. Specimens submitted for testing must include chain of custody.

