
NOTICE: CHANGES IN SPECIMEN COLLECTION KITS AND INSTRUCTIONS 
 
The specimen collection kit, SENTINEL PHYSICIANS FLU KIT (Unit 45Sent), and 
collection instructions, INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMISSION OF INFLUENZA 
SPECIMENS FROM SENTINEL PHYSICANS (MDCH form DCH-0772S), have 
changed.   
 
The collection kit now includes a flexible metal-shafted swab for nasopharyngeal (NP) 
specimen collection instead of the stiff, plastic-shafted swab that had been included. 
 
Form DCH-0772S now includes a complete set of collection ins tructions for NP swabs 
using the flexible metal-shafted swab as well as a diagram for NP swab collection. 
 
These changes were made as a part of routine quality assurance activities in an attempt to 
improve viral recovery. 
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