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Ideas to Combat Prejudice





Initiate classroom discussions of terms such as anti-Semitism, racism, sexism, homophobia and bias. Then compose � HYPERLINK "http://www.adl.org/prejudice/prejudice_terms.asp" �a list of definitions� and post it in a prominent place.


Invite a motivational speaker who is a recognized civil or human rights leader to address an all-school assembly. Videotape the speech and publish an interview with the speaker in the school and local newspapers.


Organize an essay contest whose theme is either a personal experience with prejudice or a success story in the fight against it. Suggest that the winning entries be published in your school newspaper.


Create an orientation program that addresses the needs of students of all backgrounds so that they feel welcome when joining the student body.


Establish a school exchange that matches students from different schools to bring youth of differing backgrounds closer together.





These are just a few examples from the 101 Ideas to Combat Prejudice that can be found on the Anti-Defamation League web site: � HYPERLINK "http://www.adl.org/prejudice" ��www.adl.org/prejudice�.





Professional Development Opportunities





JANUARY 2004





Learn and Serve -Michigan CBO Grantee Conference Call from 9:00-10:30 a.m.


Learn and Serve -Michigan SB Grantee Conference Call from 2:30-4:00 p.m.





FEBRUARY 2004





 Institute on Service Learning “Inspiring Citizenship 


         through Service-Learning. ”at Grand Valley State


         University in Allendale, MI. For more information go to 


         the following site � HYPERLINK "http://www.micampuscompact.org" ��www.micampuscompact.org� 





MARCH 2004





NYLC National Conference “Citizens not Spectators:


Fulfilling the Promise of Democracy ”in Orlando, Florida. For more information go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.nylc.org" ��www.nylc.org� 





Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service


On January 19, 2004, Americans across the country will celebrate the national holiday honoring the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. As they have since 1994, thousands of Americans remembered Dr. King by serving in their communities—by making the holiday “a day ON, not a day off “


During his lifetime, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. sought to forge the common ground on which people from all walks of life could join together as equals to address important community issues. Service, he realized, was the great equalizer. As he once said, "Everybody can be great, because everybody can serve." 


This January you can be great because you can serve! 


Join thousands of Americans across the countries that are honoring the life and work of Dr. King by serving their community on the King holiday. 








 





Interfaith Center for Racial Justice, Inc.


(This program was selected as a recipient of an MLK Day grant from the Corporation for National and Community Service. For other examples of funded projects go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.mlkday.org/04granteeshtml" ��www.mlkday.org/04granteeshtml�)


The programs and projects focus around The Kindness and Justice Challenge (KCRJ), and they will be adding Acculturation Workshops for the Macomb County Public Schools. Macomb County, Michigan has a reputation for being extremely segregated and content with a status quo. The reality is new housing has brought about migration of various ethnic groups, and Macomb County is in transition. The KCRJ Challenge focuses on students in both the elementary and middle school grade levels. The program and projects will focus on Dr. King’s ideas for all communities. The key areas are communication and team building. Educators are encouraged to help their students come to know Dr. King's legacy and ask their students to orient their acts around the virtues that Dr. King exemplified (e.g., vision, courage, inclusion, respect and non-violence). There will be two weeks of testimonials from students, teachers, and parents indicating the acts of kindness. It is the intent that these acts will become ongoing an integral part of their daily lives. Anticipated Impact: Workshops such as The Patches of Harriet Tubman are designed as an educational tool for students. It is felt that the impact through the workshop will enhance the overall program initiative. All of the workshops will focus on coexistence on common grounds and learning to live with the wonderful world of differences that diverse communities bring.  Learn by giving, reflect lots of positive change.  For more information contact: Kimberly Walker at (586) 751-4292 or e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:andrew6503@aol.com" �icrjinc@ameritech.net�� �





 

















Service-Learning Resources





Mix It Up supports the efforts of students who are willing to take on the challenge of identifying, questioning, and crossing social boundaries. For many students, these barriers are a taxing, daily constant. �In a 2002 Mix it Up survey: 


A majority of students said that schools were "quick to put people into categories." 


40% admitted that they had rejected someone from another group.


1/3 said it's hard to become friends with people in different groups. 





Social boundaries like these can create divisions and misunderstandings in our schools and communities. By working to cross these barriers, students can help create environments with less conflict and fewer instances of bullying, harassment and violence. This year, on November 18, 2003, the second national � HYPERLINK "http://www.tolerance.org/teens/lunch.jsp" �Mix It Up at Lunch Day� took place when more than 400,000 students from over 7,000 K-16 schools across the country joined in. For more information just click on the site above or go to 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.tolerance.org/teens/lunch.jsp" ��http://www.tolerance.org/teens/lunch.jsp� 








Books and Web-sites on Dr. King and His Teachings





Arnie and the New Kid, by Nancy Carlson, Viking, 1990. [Grades K-2] (Theme: Diversity and acceptance)


Peace on the Playground: Non-violent Ways of Problem-Solving, by Eileen Lucas. F. Watts, 1991. [Grades 3-5] (Theme: Non-violent solutions)


It's Our World, Too! by Phillip Hoose. New York: Joy Street Books, c. 1993. [Grades 3-12] (Theme: Making a difference)


Freedom's Children, by Ellen Levine. New York: G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1993. [Grades 9-12] (Theme: Moral courage)





 � HYPERLINK "http://www.thekingcenter.org" �www.thekingcenter.org� This is the official website of the Martin Luther King Center in Atlanta. The King Center was established as a living memorial to Dr. King's life, work and philosophy.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.seattletimes.com/mlk" �www.seattletimes.com/mlk� This website was created for a joint media campaign to promote "The MLK Celebration: A Day to Dream. A Lifetime to Act." It provides historical data about the holiday and various celebrations of the holiday.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.mlkday.org" ��www.mlkday.org� This site gives general information on hosting a project for MLK Day.
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To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.3493, 


Email: algrad1@michigan.gov or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





2004 Learn and Serve-Michigan


Outstanding Service-Learning Awards





Educators, administrators, and nonprofit professionals have taken service-learning in Michigan to new heights over the past several years. For this reason, the Michigan Community Service Commission (MCSC) is pleased to introduce the Learn and Serve - Michigan 2004 Outstanding Service-Learning Awards. These awards recognize the very best in Michigan’s service-learning.  Two awards will be given--one to a teacher/practitioner and one to a service-learning program. 





Nominations for these prestigious awards may be submitted by anyone familiar with service-learning. To access the nomination guidelines go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mcsc" ��www.michigan.gov/mcsc�. Nominations must be received by the MCSC no later than 5 p.m. on Wednesday, January 14, 2004.























The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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