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DisneyHand Minnie Grants Available�


Youth Service America and DisneyHand are offering the DisneyHand Minnie Grants for youth across the globe.  These grants of $500 are for youth (ages 5-14), or the teachers and organizations that engage them, to implement projects on National & Global Youth Service Day, April 21-23, 2006.  To learn more, download an application and frequently asked questions at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ysa.org/awards" �www.ysa.org/awards�.�





Movie To Spark Discussion and Action


"The Loretta Claiborne Story" is the true story of a girl who overcomes overwhelming obstacles to become a world-class athlete. It's also a story about the impact that being different -- in this case, mentally retarded -- can have on a person, as well as the impact that the right kind of support can have.�Service learning connects to many of the themes in "The Loretta Claiborne Story." With service - learning, students they can learn about different people, situations, problems, and organizations; and create solutions that help those who may be different from themselves. To order a copy of The Loretta Claiborne Story, visit � HYPERLINK "http://dep.disney.go.com/educational/store/detail?fromsearch=1&product_id=68E65VL00" \t "_blank" �edustation.com�





Service learning and the Special Education Teacher�All special education teachers will testify that special education is a tough job that can be very lonely. Service learning is a great tool to partner teachers with each other in the school and with people in the community. Prentice and Garcia (2000) stated that there are three primary incentives for teachers to use this process:


It provides one more tool to meet the objectives of the course. 


It can enrich and enliven teaching by connecting the community to the curriculum. 


It serves as a vehicle for teaching that addresses both perceptual and cognitive learning styles, thus engaging a higher majority of learners. 


Initially service learning can be a challenge to set up. It takes time to establish projects and partner with the community. Once established, the projects seem to run themselves and the rewards are well worth the effort. It leaves me feeling rejuvenated to see the benefits my students gain. To read the rest of this article Service-Learning in Special Education by Lori Armstrong Lynass visit to � HYPERLINK "http://www.newhorizons.org/strategies/service_learning/lynass.htm#a" ��http://www.newhorizons.org/strategies/service_learning/lynass.htm#a�











A Real Story�Since most students are typically on the receiving end of service, Rita Mulholland, former Special Educator, started a program where students could be the providers of service. With a grant from Reading is Fundamental, she purchased children's books written in English and Spanish for students to read to young children at Head Start Centers throughout her County. Each of the students learned two magic tricks to perform for the Head Start pupils. After they performed their magic show, they read stories to these pupils. Each Head Start pupil then chose a book that they could keep and take home.


The students in this story attend Rock Terrace in Rockville, MD. They are multi-handicapped with mild retardation, physical impairments, and language issues. This secondary school runs an outstanding work-oriented and transition program for multi-handicapped students. The goal of the school is to help students become as independent as possible as they reach adulthood. Many are fully employed by the time they graduate.��There were many benefits for the Rock Terrace students. They were so proud and excited that they could perform a magic show. They practiced reading their children's books aloud with each other weeks before the show. They were pleasantly surprised at how friendly the Head Start pupils were, and they couldn't wait to go back and read more books each week to another group of Head Start pupils.


As with any service-learning project there are potential obstacles. Transportation is often an issue with service learning programs. The students in this story usually traveled by public transportation but sometimes used the school's van. Money is also a potential obstacle. Reading is Fundamental provided a grant to purchase the books that were distributed to Head Start pupils. 


Rita Mulholland is now an assistant professor in a special education teacher preparation program.�For more information about this and other real stories visit � HYPERLINK "http://psc.disney.go.com/disneychannel/learningtoserve/story/story3.html" ��http://psc.disney.go.com/disneychannel/learningtoserve/story/story3.html�








Service - Learning and Special Education Resources





A Multimedia Resource for Inclusive Community Service�National Service Inclusion Project� Supporting efforts by the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS) to increase the participation of people with disabilities in national service programs. Part documentary and part training tool. � HYPERLINK "Javascript:openDisclaimerWindow('http://www.disney.go.com/disneychannel/global/disclaimer/370x210.html?type=newWindow&goTo=http://www.serviceandinclusion.org/web.php?page=multimedia','370','210');" �http://www.serviceandinclusion.org/web.php?page=multimedia��


"Inclusive Service Learning", Kleinert, H. and Owens, J.  �PowerPoint slide show from the University of Kentucky Peer Service-Learning Project that explains how to develop and implement an inclusive service-learning program for youth with disabilities. � HYPERLINK "http://www.ihdi.uky.edu/kypslp/ServiceLearningPP4-24-03.pdf" �http://www.ihdi.uky.edu/kypslp/ServiceLearningPP4-24-03.pdf�





"Accessing the General Curriculum in Inclusive School and Community Settings", Council of Exceptional Children. � Research project description that explains the infusion of a service - learning component within each of the selected courses so that students apply knowledge from the general curriculum to real life issues in school and community settings. An existing service learning course will be redesigned to include students with severe disabilities and will serve as a capstone experience during the senior year that links to students' career interests. University of Illinois, Champaign research project beginning 10/2001 ending 9/2005. Contact Project Director Stacy Dymond sdymond@uiuc.edu for more information.� HYPERLINK "Javascript:openDisclaimerWindow('http://www.disney.go.com/disneychannel/global/disclaimer/370x210.html?type=newWindow&goTo=http://www.cec.sped.org/osep/database/detailView.html?masterID=174','370','210');" �http://www.cec.sped.org/osep/database/detailView.html?masterID=174�





"West Virginia's Service-Learning Lesson Plans for K-12 Challenged Students", �Includes nearly 75 examples of service learning lesson plans for K-12 challenged students. � HYPERLINK "http://wvde.state.wv.us/lessons/sllessonplans.pdf" �http://wvde.state.wv.us/lessons/sllessonplans.pdf�





Special Olympics Get Into It ("SO Get Into It")�Teaches young people about developmental disabilities and promotes inclusion, tolerance, and respect. This free curriculum helps general education students learn about those who are different but can inspire the world with the lesson that we all have gifts to contribute, no matter our limitations. The lessons also support and align with academic standards, youth and character development, service learning, and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. � HYPERLINK "Javascript:openDisclaimerWindow('http://www.disney.go.com/disneychannel/global/disclaimer/370x210.html?type=newWindow&goTo=http://www.specialolympics.org/getintoit/','370','210');" �www.specialolympics.org/getintoit�





"Service Learning and Special Education", Service Learning Network, v.9(2), Winter 2002. �Looks at schools and community groups that are applying service learning to special populations. Visit the


Constitutional Rights Foundation. � HYPERLINK "Javascript:openDisclaimerWindow('http://www.disney.go.com/disneychannel/global/disclaimer/370x210.html?type=newWindow&goTo=http://www.crf-usa.org/network/net9_2.htm','370','210');" �http://www.crf-usa.org/network/net9_2.htm�








To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.2553, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:gilmant@michigan.gov" ��gilmant@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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