Marla Graff Decker
Deputy Attorney General

Public Safety and Enforcement Division
Office of the Attorney General

Commonwealth of Virginia

Marla Decker is a graduate of Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania and the T.C. Williams School of Law at the University of Richmond, Virginia.  Ms. Decker began her legal career in 1983 as an Assistant Attorney General for the Commonwealth of Virginia.  She served as an attorney in the Criminal Litigation Section, handling primarily criminal appeals and habeas corpus litigation, until July of 2002 when she became the Chief of the Special Prosecutions Section.  In that capacity, Ms. Decker managed four distinct units: Environmental Unit, Health Professions Unit, Medicaid Fraud Control Unit, and Organized Crime Unit.  In January of 2005, Ms. Decker was promoted to Deputy Attorney General of the Public Safety and Enforcement Division.  This Division is composed of the Criminal Litigation Section, Correctional Litigation Section, and Special Prosecutions Section.  These Sections are responsible for handling all of the granted criminal appeals in the Commonwealth, the majority of prisoner litigation against the state, criminal prosecutions within the authority of the Attorney General, administrative prosecutions, and capital litigation.  

In addition to her other responsibilities, Ms. Decker staffed Attorney General Jerry Kilgore’s Anti-Gang initiatives and Anti-Terrorism initiatives.  She now staffs General Judith Williams Jagdmann’s continuation of these efforts to combat gangs and other terrorists.  In that capacity, Ms. Decker assists with drafting criminal legislation, develops and implements training initiatives, and conducts community awareness events relating to gangs.  She also supervises the initiation of criminal investigations and prosecutions.  Ms. Decker is a member of the Virginia Gang Investigators Association and has successfully completed a course in understanding criminal street gangs.  She provides presentations on Virginia’s gang laws, prevention initiatives, and other related topics.  

Ms. Decker also has served for many years as an evening adjunct faculty member of the T.C. Williams School of Law at the University of Richmond where she teaches appellate advocacy.  Further, Ms. Decker has been an adjunct professor for the University of Richmond School of Continuing Studies for several years.  Finally, Ms. Decker is a long-time volunteer medic with the Tuckahoe Volunteer Rescue Squad in Henrico County and lectures on terrorism and public safety issues to Emergency Medical Services Providers.
