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DETERMINATION OF HOST PLANT NUISANCE AND PROPOSED ERADICATION MEASURES
AND

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

December 17, 2003


WHEREAS, the Director of the Michigan Department of Agriculture (MDA), having determined that an exotic insect pest, known as the emerald ash borer, Coleoptera: Buprestidae: Agrilus planipennis, has been detected in this state and has a limited but spreading distribution at this time; and 


WHEREAS, the emerald ash borer has been found infesting and killing ash, Fraxinus spp. trees in certain counties and townships in Michigan, and that the infestation has and is spreading to other areas of the state; and 


WHEREAS, ash trees are a valuable resource for the nursery, landscaping and timber industries in Michigan; and 


WHEREAS, the ash serves as a host plant for the emerald ash borer, and if removed will aid in containing and eradicating the spread of the insect pest; and


WHEREAS, the MDA in partnership with other state and federal agencies has proposed a statewide eradication strategy to contain and eradicate the emerald ash borer through detection surveys and subsequent removal of ash trees and plant host material in emerald ash borer infested areas; 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Director of the MDA by the authority of Section 20 of Act 189 of 1931 The Insect Pest and Plant Disease Act, as amended, does hereby declare to be a nuisance:

· The emerald ash borer, Coleoptera: Buprestidae: Agrilus planipennis; 
FURTHER, the Director by authority of PA 189 of 1931 does hereby declare the following as host plant nuisances as defined in Section 18 of the Act:

· All ash trees Fraxinus spp., ash tree parts or other host materials.

· Any article or plant found to contain emerald ash borer.
FURTHER, the proposed eradication measures are as follows:

· Survey to detect emerald ash borer populations that have become established anywhere in Michigan.

· Further intensive survey at sites found to contain emerald ash borer, to delimit the extent of localized infestations.

· Evaluation of localized sites of emerald ash borer infestation, to determine the extent of risk of further spread that is presented by a localized infestation.

· Removal of ash host material to eradicate emerald ash borer at sites determined to pose risk of increased or further spread of this invasive insect pest, including removal of ash trees that are not infested but likely to become infested if not eradicated.

PURSUANT to the requirements of Section 20 of Act 189 of 1931 The Insect Pest and Plant Disease Act, as amended, and in support of the emerald ash borer eradication strategy, the Director hereby gives public notice of this host plant nuisance determination  and has scheduled a public hearing for persons interested in being heard on the proposed action, which shall begin (see detailed listing below) at 1 p.m. on Wednesday, January 21, 2004 in Lansing; continue on Friday, January 23, 2004 at 10 a.m. in Grand Rapids; continue again on Monday, January 26, 2004 at 10 a.m. in Saginaw; and end on Tuesday, January 27, 2004 in Wayne. Written comments will also be accepted until the ending date – January 27, 2004 – of the hearing.  

The purpose of the hearing is for the Director to obtain information in order to make a final determination as to whether the plant host must be eradicated, the extent of the eradication necessary to prevent the spread of the insect pest where the infestation has occurred, and to obtain such other information pertinent to the administration of Act 189 of 1931, MCL 286.220, as it relates to containment and eradication of the insect pest.

The public hearing is scheduled for: 

1 p.m. – Wednesday, January 21, 2004

Michigan Library and Historical Center, Forum Room

717 W. Allegan, Lansing

10 a.m. – Friday, January 23, 2004

State of Michigan Office Building, Michigan Conference Room

350 Ottawa, NW, Grand Rapids
10 a.m. – Monday, January 26, 2004 

Horizons Conference Center

6200 State St., Saginaw

10 a.m. – Tuesday, January 27, 2004

Wayne County RESA (Regional Educational Service Agency), Annex Auditorium

5454 Venoy Rd., Wayne
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