
Michigan E85 prices near that of 
Regular Unleaded Gasoline 

 
E85 prices in Michigan increase relative 
to that of regular unleaded gasoline 
during January and February as 
demand for ethanol increased. 
Consumers in the Detroit area saw 
prices of up to $0.25/gallon lower than 
87 octane gasoline moved to within 
$0.10/gallon. This was due, in part, to 
two things: the increasing demand for 
E10 as an oxygenate in gasoline, and 
the increasing demand for E85 fuel in 
the U.S.  
 
It is projected that these price 
increases will be allayed as Michigan 
opens more ethanol plants, and as 
more plants go online throughout the 
U.S.  
 
Two new Michigan E85 pumps were 
opened in the first quarter of the 
year— in Adrian, and on 8 Mile Road in 
Detroit, bringing the number of 
Michigan stations to 7.  
 
To view Michigan E85 stations, see 
http://e85fuel.com/database/
locations.php?state=miMichigan.  
 
Other Michigan E85 pumps are located: 
Dimondale, and Rochester Hills. Call 
ahead to any E85 retailer for price 
information. 
 
 

Michigan Legislature Debuts 6-Bill 
Biofuels Package 

 
The State House passed a 6-bill 
renewable fuels package on March 
16. Here’s an overview of each bill: 
 

HB 5181 Rep. Mayes: 
Transportation; other; commission to 
promote the research and use of 
ethanol, biodiesel, and other 
renewable fuels. 
 

HB 5751 Rep. LaJoy: 
Transportation; motor fuel tax; 
differential rate on certain motor 
fuels. 
 

HB 5752 Rep. Casperson: Economic 
development; renaissance zones; 
renaissance zones for renewable 
energy facilities. 
 

HB 5753 Rep. Leland (1st bill) 
State; purchasing; state fleets; 
require to use certain fuels. 
 

HB 5754 Rep. Nitz: Economic 
development; economic development 
corporations; funding for fueling 
infrastructure. 
 

HB 5755 Rep. Stahl: Transportation; 
other; standards and codes for use of 
diesel, biodiesel, and hydrogen. 

  
Bills can be accessed online at 
http://www.legislature.mi.gov by 
typing in bill number. 
 
 

U.S. Ethanol Makers Say They Can 
Meet Oil Refiner Demand 

 

March 30, 2006 - By Tom Doggett, 
Reuters  
 
WASHINGTON - U.S. ethanol producers 
told Congress on Wednesday there will 
be enough of their mostly corn-based 
product to meet the demands of oil 
refiners that will need more of the fuel 
additive to make gasoline for the 
summer driving season.  
 
Every major U.S. oil refiner is expected 
to stop using the water-polluting fuel 
additive MTBE and switch to ethanol by 
May 5, when the federal oxygenate 
requirement for reformulated gasoline 
is repealed, according to the 
Renewable Fuels Association, a trade 
group that represents ethanol 
producers.  
 
At a Senate Environment Committee 
hearing to look into the effect that 
phasing out MTBE will have on gasoline 
supplies and prices, RFA President Bob 
Dinneen said about 2 billion gallons of 
MTBE still sold in the Mid-Atlantic 
states, the Northeast region and Texas 
likely will be replaced by ethanol.  
 
"There will be adequate supplies of 
ethanol to meet the demand created by 
the removal of MTBE," Dinneen said. "I 
am confident the transition can, and 
will, go smoothly."  
 

The Ethanol Coalition of Michigan (ECOM) unites commodity organizations, fuel suppliers, educators, producers, businesses, 
government agencies and individuals who are interested in expanding the production and use of ethanol in Michigan. 
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Michigan Ethanol Plants 

 Great Lakes Ethanol 

 Superior Corn Products 

 Andersons, Inc. 

 Michigan Ethanol  Caro 

Riga  

Lake Odessa 

Albion 

 63 million gallons, denatured 

 63 million gallons, denatured 

 53 million gallons, denatured 

 50 million gallons, denatured 

 Online 

Under Construction 

Under Construction—Aug. ‘06 

Under Construction—Sep. ‘06 

 Company Location  Size and Nature Status 

Marysville Ethanol Marysville 50 million gallons, denatured  Site Preparation; In DEQ Permitting 
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Many oil companies are worried that 
they could be sued if they continue 
using MTBE (methyl tertiary butyl 
ether), which has been banned in many 
states, and they are switching to 
ethanol.  
 
The problem is refiners are eliminating 
MTBE in favor of ethanol at a much 
faster rate than many energy experts 
had anticipated. Ethanol is also difficult 
to transport, because it can't be mixed 
with other petroleum products in 
pipelines.  
 
To help meet the new ethanol demand, 
Dinneen said, U.S. ethanol makers will 
add 500 million gallons in production 
capacity before July and another 900 
million gallons in output by the end of 
the year.  
 

Several refiners also have contracted 
with Brazilian and Caribbean-based 
ethanol suppliers to import the product, 
according to Dinneen. Ethanol 
shipments to the U.S. market in 2006 
are expected to be more than last 
year's 130 million gallons, he said.  
 
Renewable Energy Bill Introduced  

 
Senator Kent Conrad  (D-ND) 
introduced another renewable energy 
legislative proposal to the Senate floor 
last week , called Breaking Our Long-
term Dependence (BOLD) Energy Act.  
 
The bill would also require ethanol use 
in the U.S. to increase from 4.7 billion 
gallons in 2007 to 30 billion gallons by 
2025, and would establish a new 
biodiesel and alternative diesel 
standard of 250 million gallons in 2008, 

increasing to two billion gallons in 
2015, creating greater demand for 
biodiesel as a transportation fuel -- and 
a greater demand for biodiesel 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p l a n t s .  
 
Recognizing the need for conservation, 
the BOLD Act encourages the 
manufacture and purchase of fuel-
efficient and flexible-fuel vehicles. 
Purchasers of fuel-efficient vehicles 
would qualify for rebates up to $2,500. 
Automakers would be encouraged to 
install advanced technologies, including 
flexible-fuel technology, by 2017. They 
would be eligible for either a 35 
percent tax credit or retiree health care 
grants to make this transition. 
 
To read the rest of this article: http://
www.renewableenergyaccess.com/rea/
news/story?id=44577 

Ethanol Coalition of Michigan          Page 2 

Clean Cities Congress and Expo 
2006: Fueling Economic Solutions 
May 7-10, 2006 - Phoenix, AZ 
http://www.afvi.org/PhoenixCongress2
006/index.html 
 

Michigan First Annual Renewable 
Energy Fair 
June 16-18, 2006 - Manistee County 
Fairgrounds, MI 
http://www.glrea.org/events/Michigan
EnergyFair2006.html 

International Fuel Ethanol 
Workshop & Expo 
June 20-23, 2006 - Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin 
http://www.fuelethanolworkshop.com/ 

Calendar of Events 
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