
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 6, 2002 
 
 
 
The Honorable Ann M. Veneman 
Secretary of Agriculture 
14th Street & Independence Avenue  
Room 200-A, Administration Building 
Washington, DC 20250 
 
Dear Secretary Veneman: 
 

A natural disaster has occurred in the state of Michigan that will result in 2002 
production losses in fruit crops.  Consistent with United States Department of Agriculture 
policy, I request that you designate a Secretarial Natural Disaster in Michigan. 
 

Following record high temperatures the week of April 14, Michigan experienced 
frost, freezing temperatures, and wind the week of April 21, 2002.  These conditions caused 
extreme bud damage.  Cold temperatures, hail, and wet weather throughout May 
diminished bee activity, resulting in limited pollination.  Frost and freezing temperatures 
again occurred from May 17-22, 2002, further damaging fruit crops.  The following 26 
Michigan counties have been impacted: 
 

Allegan  
Antrim  
Benzie  
Berrien  
Cass  
Genesee  

Grand Traverse 
Ingham  
Ionia 
Jackson 
Kalamazoo  
Kent  
 

Lapeer 
Leelanau 
Livingston 
Macomb 
Manistee  
Mason 
Muskegon 

Newaygo 
Oakland  
Oceana  
Ottawa  
St. Clair 
Shiawassee  
Van Buren 

 
Affected crops include apples, tart cherries, sweet cherries, pears, plums, grapes, 

blackberries, raspberries, brambles, peaches, apricots, nectarines, strawberries, and 
asparagus. 
 

Damage assessment information is being collected by the USDA Farm Service 
Agency and will be forwarded to your office as soon as it is available.  Thank you for your 
consideration in this matter. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

    John Engler 
      Governor 


