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I t  i s  a  l o ng - s t and i ng  t r a d i t i o n  i n  M i ch i g an  t h a t ,

a t  t h e  c on c l u s i o n  o f  e a ch  gove r no r ’s  s e r v i c e , h i s

po r t r a i t  i s  h ung  be s i d e  t h o se  o f  h i s  p r e de ce s so r

gove r no r s  i n  t h e  M i ch i g an  S t a t e  Cap i t o l

Ro t unda , a s  a  p e r manen t , v i s i b l e  memo r i a l  o f

t h a t  g ove r no r ’s  c on t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  s t a t e . I t  i s

a l s o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  po r t r a i t  i s

u nde rw r i t t e n , no t  by  t h e  gene r a l  t a xpaye r s  o f

M i ch i g an , bu t  by  t h e  f r i e nd s , a s so c i a t e s  a nd

adm i r e r s  o f  t h a t  g ove r no r. To  c on t i n ue  t h i s

t r a d i t i o n , Gove r no r  E ng l e r  h a s  appo i n t ed  u s , t h e

John  E ng l e r  Po r t r a i t  C ommi t t e e , t o  u nde r t a ke  t h e

p r o j e c t  o f  s e cu r i n g  and  f i n an c i n g  t h e  o f f i c i a l

Gove r no r  J ohn  E ng l e r  p o r t r a i t .

Be cause  Gove r no r  E ng l e r  c oun t s  you  among  h i s

f r i e nd s  and  a s so c i a t e s , we  a r e  i n v i t i n g  you  t o

pa r t i c i p a t e  i n  b r i n g i n g  t h i s  M i ch i g an  t r a d i t i o n

— and  a  l a s t i n g , v i s i b l e  r e p r e sen t a t i o n  o f  J ohn

Eng l e r ’s  l e ga cy  — to  f r u i t i o n . Con t r i b u t i n g  t o

t h i s  e f f o r t  i s  a  way  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  p r e se r v i n g

a  p i e ce  o f  M i ch i g an  h i s t o r y  a nd  t o  p ay  t r i b u t e

t o  o ne  o f  M i ch i g an ’s  mos t  ex t r a o r d i n a r y  l e a d e r s ,

Gove r no r  J ohn  E ng l e r.

As  you  c an  s ee , t h e  c ommi t t e e  i s  j u s t  t h e

o r gan i z a t i o na l  s t r u c t u r e  t o  a c comp l i s h  t h i s

p r o j e c t . We  a l o ne  c anno t  make  i t  h a p p e n . I t  i s

t h e  peop l e  o f  M i ch i g an  — peop l e  l i ke  yo u  —

who  w i l l  e n su r e  t h a t  J ohn  E ng l e r ’s  l e g a cy  i s

p r e se r ved  i n  t h e  Cap i t o l , o u r  s t a t e ’s  mo s t

h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g . Toge t he r, we  c an  e n su r e  t h a t

J ohn  E ng l e r ’s  l e ga cy  i s  r e p r e sen t e d , w i t h

d i s t i n c t i o n , i n  M i ch i g an ’s  Ga l l e r y  o f  Gove r n o r s .

We  a s k  f o r  you r  g ene r ou s  f i n an c i a l  s u p p o r t  o f

t h i s  p r o j e c t .

A CITIZENS’ EFFORT TO 
PRESERVE THE ENGLER LEGACY.
F o r  1 2  ye a r s , G o v e r n o r  J o h n  E n g l e r  l e d  M i c h i g a n

w i t h  n e w  i d e a s , e n e r g y  a n d  i n t e g r i t y. H i s  a c c o m -

p l i s h m e n t s  h a v e  f o r e v e r  c h a n g e d  o u r  s t a t e  —

a n d  d e c i d e d l y  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r.

To d ay, b e c a u s e  o f  J o h n  E n g l e r ’s  l e a d e r s h i p , m o r e

M i c h i g a n  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  a  q u a l i t y  e d u -

c a t i o n ;  m o r e  f a m i l i e s  h a v e  b r o k e n  t h e  c y c l e  o f

w e l f a r e  d e p e n d e n c y ;  m o r e  n e w  j o b s  h a v e  b e e n

c r e a t e d  i n  M i c h i g a n ;  a n d  a l l  

f a m i l i e s  a r e  k e e p i n g  m o r e  o f  w h a t  t h ey  e a r n —

t h a n k s  t o  t h e  n u m e r o u s  E n g l e r  t a x  c u t s .

We  i n t e n d  t o  h o n o r  a n d  p r e s e r v e  G o v e r n o r

E n g l e r ’s  l e g a c y  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  w i t h  t h i s  p o r t r a i t  i n

t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l . F o r  t h i s  e f f o r t  t o  b e  

s u c c e s s f u l , p e o p l e  l i k e  y o u  w i l l  h a v e  t o  h e l p . I n

d o i n g  s o , w e  w i l l  a l l  a c c e p t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r

e n s u r i n g  t h a t  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  r e m e m b e r

G o v e r n o r  J o h n  E n g l e r  a n d  h i s  m a n y  a n d  u n i q u e

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  M i c h i g a n  h i s t o r y.

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p o r t r a i t ’s  s i z e  a n d  a d d i t i o n a l

p r e s e r v a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s , t h e  c o s t  i s  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h a t  i n c u r r e d  f o r  a  n o r -

m a l  p o r t r a i t . Yo u r  g e n e r o u s  d o n a t i o n s  w i l l  e n s u r e

t h a t  J o h n  E n g l e r ’s  p o r t r a i t  r e s i d e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e

C a p i t o l  a s  a  s y m b o l  o f  t h e  m a n  a n d  h i s  a c c o m -

p l i s h m e n t s  f o r  o u r  s t a t e . M o r e  i m p o r t a n t l y, y o u r

c o n t r i b u t i o n  d e m o n s t r a t e s  y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  a n d

c o n t i n u i n g  a d m i r a t i o n  o f  o n e  o f  M i c h i g a n ’s  v e r y

f i n e s t  g o v e r n o r s .
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A distinguished record of service to the people of Michigan.      Better schools…higher-paying jobs…helping families realize their dreams…cutting taxes for working families.



I n an era o f continuous change,  we can

only ‘move onward with confidence and

courage’  i f  we have l earned f rom our

past,  and know how to apply what we’ve

learned to our future.  In shor t,  we must al l  be

better l earners.  Let me beg in with thi s theme

of l earning .  Whether it’s  chi ldren l earning in

better school s ;  or workers l earning to improve

the i r  ski l l s ;  o r  j ob  p rov id e rs  l earning  to

become more competitive ;  or dependent fami-

li e s l earning to become independent ;  or gov-

ernment l earning to serve you better — what-

ever we do, we must l earn to do it  better.”

— G O V E R N O R  J O H N  E N G L E R

“



O n e  o f  t h e  n o t a b l e  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  M i c h i g a n  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  i s  i t s

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  f i n e  p o r t r a i t s  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r s  w h o  h a v e  s e r v e d  t h e

p e o p l e  o f  M i c h i g a n . S u c h  c o l l e c t i o n s  a r e  c o m m o n l y  f o u n d  i n  s t a t e

c a p i t o l s  a c r o s s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s , b u t  M i c h i g a n ’s  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  u n i q u e

i n  s e v e r a l  w ay s .

Few  s t a t e s  d i s p l ay  t h e i r  g o v e r n o r s ’  p o r t r a i t s  a s  p r o m i n e n t l y  a s

M i c h i g a n  d o e s . M i c h i g a n ’s  G a l l e r y  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r s  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e

R o t u n d a  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  a n d  t h i r d  f l o o r s  o f  t h e  C a p i t o l , w h e r e  e v e r y

v i s i t o r  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g , a n d  t h o s e  w h o  s e r v e  i n  i t , c a n  r e a d i l y  v i ew  t h e

p o r t r a i t s . T h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l , w h i c h  i s  l i s t e d  o n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c

R e g i s t e r, u n d e r w e n t  m a j o r  r e n o va t i o n s  u n d e r  G o v e r n o r  E n g l e r ’s

l e a d e r s h i p . T h e  r e n o va t i o n  r e s t o r e d  t h e  C a p i t o l  t o  i t s  s t a t e l y  a n d

e l e g a n t  m a g n i f i c e n c e  a n d  w i l l  s t a n d  a s  o n e  o f  G o v e r n o r  E n g l e r ’s

g r e a t e s t  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s .

T h e  o t h e r  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  t h a t , i n  M i c h i g a n , t h e s e  p o r t r a i t s  a r e  f u n d e d

t h r o u g h  p r i v a t e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a n d  t h e n  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  a s  g i f t s  t o  t h e

p e o p l e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  M i c h i g a n . P l e a s e  j o i n  t h e  J o h n  E n g l e r  Po r t r a i t

P r o j e c t  C o m m i t t e e  i n  c o n t i n u i n g  o u r  s t a t e ’s  t r a d i t i o n  o f  h o n o r i n g  i t s

g o v e r n o r s  a n d  e n s u r i n g  t h e i r  l e g a c i e s  f o r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .

A t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  f o r m e r  G o v e r n o r  E n g l e r, t h e  C o r n e r s t o n e  F o u n d a t i o n

h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  “ J o h n  E n g l e r  Po r t r a i t  P r o j e c t ,” a  5 0 1  ( c ) ( 3 )  t a x -

e x e m p t  f u n d . C o r p o r a t e , f o u n d a t i o n  a n d  p e r s o n a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  m ay  b e

m a d e  t o  t h e  f u n d  a n d  a r e  e n t i r e l y  t a x  d e d u c t i b l e .

T H E  P O R T R A I T  A R T I S T :  N E L S O N  S H A N K S …

i s  a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  A m e r i c a n  p o r t r a i t  a r t i s t  w h o  c r e a t e d  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e d  p o r t r a i t s  o f  

P o p e  J o h n  P a u l  I I , P r e s i d e n t  R o n a l d  R e a g a n , a n d  L a d y  M a r g a r e t  T h a t c h e r .


