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News Release

Contact:       T.J. Bucholz, Media Relations Officer, (517) 241-4395


Michigan Department of Education Awards         $10 million in Literacy Grants
May 22, 2003


LANSING – The Michigan Department of Education today announced more than $10 million in literacy grants for hundreds of Michigan schools as they work to support families and boost student achievement levels. 

The primary intent of the federal Even Start program is to break the intergenerational cycle of illiteracy and school failure by funding interactive literacy activities between parents and their children.  Even Start programs also provide training for parents that promote self-sufficiency so they may be the primary educator for their child.

“These grants specifically target students and families with critical needs,” said Michigan Governor Jennifer M. Granholm. “Together, we must continue to focus on educating all parents –No one wants to be a bad parent, but not everyone understands what it takes to be a good one. These vital educational programs will help to spread that knowledge.”   

More than $2.1 million of the funding is directed to nine educational service agencies for new programs. Approximately $7.9 million in grant funding was awarded to 32 programs already undertaking this important work, said Michigan Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Watkins.

“Even Start programs help to ensure that families most at-risk in our state receive the educational assistance they deserve,” Watkins said. “Preparing children for success in school and life from birth to age seven is vitally important as we move into the 21st century – an era when thinking for a living is replacing lifting for a living.  Education is the key to future economic success.”

Funding for new programs in the latest Even Start grant cycle includes:

· Charlevoix-Emmet Intermediate School District - 
$241,170

· Genesee Intermediate School District - 


$250,000

· George Crockett Academy



$250,000

· Gogebic-Ontonagon Intermediate School District - 
$250,000

· Holland Public Schools - 



$250,000

· Inkster Public Schools - 



$145,570

· Orchard View Schools -




$250,000

· Saginaw Intermediate School District


$250,000

· The Fremont Area Community Foundation

$229,479

To qualify for Even Start funding, families served by the program must include at least one parent who is eligible for participation in adult basic education, English as a Second Language programming, or a parent under the age of 18.

Even Start also directly aligns with the State Board of Education’s Priorities for Integrating Schools and Communities, and Ensuring Early Childhood Literacy.

“Parents are the most important educational factor on the life of a child,” said Kathleen Straus, State Board of Education President. “It is my hope that programs such as Even Start eventually eliminate the learning gaps that exist between students that have support and students who don’t.”

A crucial requirement of Even Start funding specifies that the local school must partner with community-based organization, public agency, institution of higher education, or a non-profit organization, to build upon and enhance existing community resources.

A complete listing of continuing grant awardees is attached.
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