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INQUIRY AND DECISION MAKING 
 
Directions: Read the following information about a public policy issue. Use it with what you 

already know to complete the tasks that follow. You should take about 20 minutes to 
complete both Task I and Task II. 

 
UPDATING THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION 

 
The Constitution remains the central founding document of the United States. Many people argue, 
however, that the language is outdated and that it should be rewritten to keep up with changing 
times, just as some states have done with their constitutions. Read the following information on 
using non-gender specific language in the United States Constitution. 
 
 

DATA SECTION 
 

 
Part A 
 

Some State Constitutions With and Without Gender Identification 
State Year of Last Rewrite or 

Revision 
Gender Identification 

Maryland 1867 With 
Alabama 1901 With 
Alaska 1956 With 
Michigan 1963 With 
Arizona 1992 Without 
Georgia 1982 Without 
Florida 1998 Without 

  
 
Current Language from the United States Constitution: 
 
Section 1. The executive power shall be vested in a President of the United States of 
America. He shall hold his office during the term of four years, and, together with the Vice 
President, chosen for the same term, be elected, as follows . . . 
 
Possible Change in Language of the United States Constitution to exclude gender: 
 
Section 1. The executive power shall be vested in a President of the United States of 
America. The President shall hold office during the term of four years, and, together with 
the Vice President, chosen for the same term, be elected, as follows . . . 
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DATA SECTION (continued) 

 
Part B 
 

Changes in Some Job Titles to 
Exclude Gender Identification: 
Old Title New Title 

Fireman Fire Fighter 
Fisherman Fisher 
Mailman Mail Carrier 
Policeman Police Officer 

  
 
Source: Dictionary of Occupational Titles 
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Task II: Taking a Stand 
 
828486444R 
22 You will now take a stand on the following public policy issue: Should the United States 

Congress propose an amendment allowing the United States Constitution to be 
rewritten without gender identifications? You may either support or oppose allowing the 
Constitution to be rewritten with updated language. Write a letter to your congressional 
representative. 

 
 

You will be graded on the following criteria. Your letter must include: 

• a clear and supported statement of your position; 

• supporting information using a core democratic value of American constitutional 
democracy; 

• supporting knowledge from history, geography, civics (other than the core 
democratic values), or economics (it is not enough to state only your opinion); 
and 

• supporting information from the Data Section. 

 
Remember to: Use complete sentences. 

Explain your reasons in detail. 
Explain how the core democratic value 

you use connects to your position. 
Write or print neatly on the lines provided 

in your Answer Folder. No additional 
sheets may be used 

 
 

ANSWER THIS ITEM IN YOUR ANSWER FOLDER. 
 

NOTHING WRITTEN IN THIS TEST BOOKLET WILL BE SCORED. 
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Holistic Feature Scoring of Civic Writing 
 

4 In order to receive a 4-point score, the response must 
1. Give a clearly stated position on the issue and support their position (P-Stated)

 - Students should use words such as support/oppose, for/against, agree/disagree, or 
should/should not 

 - Do not accept those who do not take a stand, who say someone else (parents, school, 
or government) should decide the issue 

2. Provide at least one supporting point that is based on the core democratic values of 
American constitutional democracy (CDV)

 - Do not accept if this support contradicts stated position 
3. Provide at least one piece of accurate, important and relevant supporting social studies 

information that comes from the student’s prior knowledge of civics, economics, 
geography, or history (information other than that supplied by the Data Section or a 
core democratic value) (PK)

 - Do not accept feelings or opinions for this element 
 - Do not accept if this support contradicts stated position 

4. Provide at least one piece of accurate, valid, and relevant supporting information from 
the Data Section (D)

 - Do not accept if this support contradicts stated position 
 - Data interpretations must be more right than wrong 
 
3 In order to receive a 3-point score, the response must 

• give a clearly stated and supported position on the issue 
• contain at least 2 of the remaining 3 elements 

  
2 In order to receive a 2-point score, the response must 

• give a clearly stated and supported position on the issue 
• contain at least 1 of the remaining 3 elements 

  
1 In order to receive a 1-point score, the response must 

• give a clearly stated and supported position on the issue 
 
0 In order to receive a 0-point score, the response will show no evidence of any of the 

elements 
 
NOTE: The supporting points used by students must be explained in enough detail to show a 

clear connection to the position taken. 
 
Condition codes for unratable papers (zeroes): 
A – Off Topic 
B – Written in a Language other than English or Illegible 
C – Blank or Refusal to Respond 
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Anchor Paper 1 
Score Point 4 
 

Position-Clearly stated: ...should propose an amendment allowing the...Constitution to be rewritten 
without gender identifications.  Supported below. 

Core Democratic Value-Provided and explained:  Equality...everyone has the right to be treated the 
same,...  

Prior Knowledge-provides one piece of accurate, valid, and relevant supporting social studies 
information that comes from student’s prior knowledge: …women did their movement for equal rights, 
like voting, that was sort of like this... 

Data-provides (more than) one piece of accurate, valid, and relevant supporting information: 
...President...is referred to as He in the Constitution….In the most current revisions, things were not 
gender identified....change words like fireman to firefighter... 
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Anchor Paper 2 – Score Point 4 
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Anchor Paper 2 
Score Point 4 

Position-Stated: Congress should propose an amendment allowing the US Constitution to be rewritten  
without gender identifications.  Supported below. 

Core Democratic Value-…Equality…because the way the constitution is currently written…only men can  
hold the office of US President, and that therefore women are inferior. 

Prior Knowledge-...women are able to run for President...Governer and Senator.... Constitution does not 
specifically ban women from high public office. 

Data-states that have recently rivised their constitutions (ex. Arizona:1992)... (100% since 1963) chosen  
to remove Gender Identification from their constitutions.... some job titles, such as Policeman,…are now 
referred to as “police officers”. 
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Anchor Paper 3 – Score Point 4 
 

Anchor Paper 3 
Score Point 4 

Position-Stated: Yes…Supported below. 

Core Democratic Value- If these gender identifications are not changed then they would be violating the  
core democratic value equality…all…Citizens are treated the same. 

Prior Knowledge-This inequality is the same as black people everywhere being treated unequal because 
of their skin color.... Supreme Court ruled this unconstitutional. 

Data-... three states have already changed their own constitutions to rule out gender identifications. 
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Anchor Paper 4 – Score Point 3 
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Anchor Paper 4 
Score Point 3 

Position-Stated:  ...Congress should purpose an amendment...Constitution to be rewritten without  
gender identification.  Supported below. 

Core Democratic Value-Provided and explained ...equality ...means that everyone should be treated equally… 

Prior Knowledge-not provided. 

Data-provides one piece of accurate, valid, and relevant supporting information from the Data Section: 
Three states have already rewriten their State Constitution so it has no gender idenification…Arizona in 
1992, Georgia in 1982, and Flordia in 1998. 
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Anchor Paper 5 – Score Point 3 
 

Anchor Paper 5 
Score Point 3 

Position-Stated: ...united states should reright the constitution. 

Core Democratic Value-Equality and Justice....all U.S. citizens should be treated the same.... Justice  
states that ALL people be treated fairly…  

Prior Knowledge-not provided. 

Data-three of the states have all ready change to without gender idenifaction. 
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Anchor Paper 6 – Score Point 3 
 

Anchor Paper 6 
Score Point 3 

Position-I think there should be a change in the constitution. 

Core Democratic Value-weak,but point was awaded ...Equality.  Women and men should be treated equally. 

Prior Knowledge-not provided. 

Data-For example the “President”, not just “he”, and Fireman to FireFighter. 
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Anchor Paper 7 – Score Point 2 
 

Anchor Paper 7 
Score Point 2 

Position-...Congress should propose an amendment allowing the U.S. Constitution to be rewritten without 
gender identifications. 

Core Democratic Value-Stated ...pursuit of happiness... but not explained. 

Prior Knowledge-not provided. 

Data-Some states are already taking out the gender identification,... 
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Anchor Paper 9 – Score Point 2 
 

Anchor Paper 9 
Score Point 2 

P-...should propose an amendment. 

CDV-not provided. 

PK-common knowledge. 

D-Fisherman ...Fisher, Mailman...Mail Carrier, and Fireman and Policeman... Fire Fighter and Police 
Officer. 
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Anchor Paper 10 – Score Point 1 
 

Anchor Paper 10 
Score Point 1 

P-I disagree the constitution Shouldnt be rewritten. 

CDV-stated, not explained. 

PK-not provided. 

D-not provided. 
 



MEAP Social Studies Grade 9 – Updating the United States Constitution – Fall 2005 

Anchor Paper 11 – Score Point 1 
 

Anchor Paper 11 
Score Point 1 

P-...should change the comstitution for equality. 

CDV-words given are used up to support the Position.  No double dip. 
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Anchor Paper 12 – Score Point 1 
 

Anchor Paper 12 
Score Point 1 

P-...should not propose an amendment allowing the...Constitution to be rewritten with updated 
language... 

CDV-stated Diversity, connection not explained. 
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Anchor Paper 13 – Score Point 0 
 

Anchor Paper 13 
Score Point 0 

P-No—not supported:...we should revise/rewrite our Constitution to keep up with the changing 
language. 

CDV-stated common Good, but connection not explained. 

D-doesn’t support position. 
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Anchor Paper 14 – Score Point 0 
 

Anchor Paper 14 
Score Point 0 

Response does not take position on rewriting the Constitution. 
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Anchor Paper 15 – Score Point 0 
 

Anchor Paper 15 
Score Point 0 

Response states I think that you should have gender Idetifications. without giving a ‘because’—no 
support. 
 
 




