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1B: RESPONSE TO THE  
PAIRED READING SELECTIONS 

 
 
DIRECTIONS: 
 
Think about both of the selections in Part 1A as you answer the following question. 
You may look back at the selections as often as needed. 
 
 

22 Can people’s attitudes be changed by outside influences, or are 
attitudes only changed from within? 
 
Explain your answer using specific details and examples from both 
“Lessons in Baseball” and “Joy Ride.” Be sure to show how the two 
selections are alike or connected. 

 
Use the checklist on the next page to help you with your response. The 
Notes/Planning space may be used for writing down and organizing your ideas. 
 
Your response must be written in the lined spaces starting on page 2 of your 
Answer Folder. Only the writing in your Answer Folder will be scored. No 
additional sheets may be used. 
 
You may not use any resource materials (dictionaries, grammar books, spelling 
books, etc.) for any part of this test. 
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PART 1B: CHECKLIST FOR THE  

RESPONSE TO THE PAIRED READING SELECTIONS 
 
 
DIRECTIONS: 
 
Use this checklist to help you with your response. Your response must be written 
in the lined spaces starting on page 2 of your Answer Folder. 
 
 
CHECKLIST: 
 
_____ Do I take a position and clearly answer the question I was asked? 
 
_____ Do I support my answer with specific examples and details from both 

reading selections? 
 
_____ Do I show how the two reading selections are alike or connected? 
 
_____ Is my response complete? 
 
 

NOTES/PLANNING 
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Michigan Educational Assessment Program 
Rubric for the Response to the Paired Reading Selections 

Grades 3–8 
 

Here is an explanation of what scorers think about as they score this writing:  
 

6 The student clearly and effectively chooses key or important ideas from each reading selection 
to support a position on the question and to make a clear connection between the reading 
selections. The position and connection are thoroughly developed with appropriate examples 
and details. There are no misconceptions about the reading selections. There are strong 
relationships among ideas. Mastery of language use and writing conventions contributes to the 
effect of the response. 

 
5 The student makes meaningful use of key ideas from each reading selection to support a 

position on the question and to make a clear connection between the reading selections. The 
position and connection are well developed with appropriate examples and details. Minor 
misconceptions may be present. Relationships among ideas are clear. The language is 
controlled, and occasional lapses in writing conventions are hardly noticeable. 

 
4 The student makes adequate use of ideas from each reading selection to support a position on 

the question and to make a connection between the reading selections. The position and 
connection are supported by examples and details. Minor misconceptions may be present. 
Language use is correct. Lapses in writing conventions are not distracting.  

 
3  The student takes a clear position on the question. The response makes adequate use of ideas 

from one reading selection or partially successful use of ideas from both reading selections to 
support the position. The position is developed with limited use of examples and details. 
Misconceptions may indicate only a partial understanding of the reading. Language use is 
correct but limited. Incomplete mastery over writing conventions may interfere with meaning 
some of the time.  

 
2  The student takes a clear position on the question. There is partially successful use of ideas 

from one reading selection or minimal use of ideas from both reading selections to support the 
position. The position is underdeveloped. Major misconceptions may indicate minimal 
understanding of the reading. Limited mastery over writing conventions may make the writing 
difficult to understand.  

 
1  The student takes a position on the question but only makes minimal use of ideas from one 

reading selection or the student attempts to support an unclear position with minimal use of 
ideas from both reading selections. Ideas are not developed and may be unclear. Major 
misconceptions may indicate a lack of understanding of the reading. Lack of mastery over 
writing conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.  

 
Condition codes for unratable papers (zeroes): 
A – Off Topic 
B – Written in a Language other than English or Illegible 
C – Blank or Refusal to Respond 
D – Retells or references the reading selections with no connection to the scenario question or theme 
E – Responds to the scenario question with no reference to either of the reading selections 
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Anchor Paper 1—Score Point 1 

Anchor Paper 1—Score Point 1 

The student attempts to support an unclear position (Yes) with minimal use of ideas from 
“Lessons in Baseball” (. . . another good pearson how wont give up on his friend or team and 
keeps traiing them to get beter and beter each day like the chach on Lessons in bassball) and 
from “Joy Ride (You allso can face your fear and be brave like Anna in Joy Ride).  
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Anchor Paper 2—Score Point 1 

A2Anchor Paper 2—Score Point 1 

The student takes a position on the question (I think that people can change from outside 
influences) but only makes minimal use of ideas from “Joy Ride” (Anna had here life changed 
from weorst to better by horses). Ideas are not developed and may be unclear. Major 
misconceptions about “Lessons in Baseball” may indicate a lack of understanding of the 
reading (gordon felt better about himself too. It was because people were nice to him).  
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Anchor Paper 3—Score Point 1 

A3Anchor Paper 3—Score Point 1 

The student takes a position on the question (I think that people attitude will change by the 
outside influence) but only makes minimal use of ideas from “Lessons in Baseball” (His friend 
author told his coach or his father what happened to Gordon, so his father or his coach took 
him his team. Doesn’t matter what kind of person are you are what country do you live you 
need help with a friend). Ideas are not developed and may be unclear.  
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Anchor Paper 4—Score Point 2 

A4Anchor Paper 4—Score Point 2 

The student takes a clear position on the question (I think people’s attitudes can be changed 
by outside influences). There is minimal use of ideas and details from both reading selections 
to support the position (In “Lessons in Baseball” it happens by getting Gordon on the team) 
and (In “Joy Ride” it is by riding the horses).  
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Anchor Paper 5—Score Point 2 

 

A5Anchor Paper 5—Score Point 2 

The student takes a clear position on the question (People attitudes can be changed by the 
outside influences or they can be changed within you). There is partially successful use of 
ideas and details from “Joy Ride” to support it (Anna From “Joy Ride” use to be a bad girl and 
had bad grades but she went to “Ride in Pride” so she would conact with a horse and get good 
friends and good grades . . . . afraid of horses, but after awhile she liked it . . . . She got all As 
and Bs . . . . know believes in Her self). Attempts to support the position with details from 
“Lessons in Baseball” are based on misconceptions and personal opinion, not on text (Gordon 
can change by outside influences and within himself . . . . change how he plays baseball by 
practicing).  
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Anchor Paper 6—Score Point 2 

A6Anchor Paper 6—Score Point 2 

The student takes a clear position on the question (I think attitudes can be changed from both 
outside influences and from within). There is minimal use of ideas and details from both “Joy 
Ride” (Anna’s attitude changed from her dreams of horseback riding . . . . she started getting 
good grades and she became nicer and she made more friends) and “Lessons in Baseball” 
(the author from “Lessons of Baseball” had his attitude changed by his coach [an outside 
influence] . . . . helped him learn that you can never judge a person just because they are not 
good at an activity). The response attempts to make a connection between passages (The 
both had succeeded in their dreams), but there is no evidence from the text that the author in 
“Lessons in Baseball” succeeded in his dream.  
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Anchor Paper 7—Score Point 3 

A7Anchor Paper 7—Score Point 3 

The student takes a clear position on the question (Attitudes can be changed by outside 
influences and within). The response makes partially successful use of ideas and details from 
both  “Lessons in Baseball” (Gordon changed the narrator. His dad teaching Gordon about 
baseball also taught the narrator . . . . that it’s about being fair to each other and it’s not about 
winning) and “Joy Ride” (Anna’s horse changed her Dixie taught her what she acted like . . . . 
Anna’s instructor told her to treat horses like she would treat people). The student does not 
make a connection between the two reading passages.  
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Anchor Paper 8—Score Point 3 

 

A8Anchor Paper 8—Score Point 3 

The student takes a clear position on the question (I think people’s attitudes can be changed 
by outside influences and from within) and makes partially successful use of ideas and details 
from both “Lessons in Baseball” (the author’s feelings and the coache’s [the author’s father] 
changed toward Gordon even though he was no good at anything in baseball) and “Joy Ride” 
(Anna’s attitude was changed by outside influences and from within. She was changed by 
influences because of the horses. She understood . . . .  you have to care, respect and trust 
them . . . . learned she is equal to anybody even though she had an artificial leg). The student 
attempts to make a connection between the two selections, but the connection is a 
restatement of the prompt.  
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Anchor Paper 9—Score Point 3 
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A9Anchor Paper 9—Score Point 3 

The student takes a clear position on the question (Yes, I think that peoples attitudes change 
by outside influences) and makes partially successful use of ideas and details from both 
“Lessons in Baseball” (“I’m grateful for that man to be my coach, I was proud to be his 
shortstop and son) and “Joy Ride” (her mean attitude and her foot caused her to have no 
friends  . . . . scared of horses but she overcomed her fears . . . . with the horses, she made 
new friends and brought her grades up . . . . Anna’s horses have taught me to believe in 
myself!). The student attempts to make a connection between the texts with the idea of 
obsessions or dreams (The author in the story of “Lessons in Baseball” is in love with baseball 
. . . he’s upsessed . . . . Anna was always dreaming about riding horses), but the connection is 
unclear.  
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Anchor Paper 10—Score Point 4 
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A10Anchor Paper 10—Score Point 4 

The student makes adequate use of ideas and details from both “Joy Ride” (Anna felt different 
feelings because of the horse. When she first saw the horse she was scared the . . . . she felt 
safe and happy around her horse) and “Lessons in Baseball” (the author feels different about 
Gordon in different situations. When Gordon “got lost” the author felt conserned. When the 
coach said that Gordon should be on his team he felt Mad) to support a position on the 
question (I think attitudes can change by what’s going on around you). The student makes a 
weak connection between the reading selections (they both show the feelings of people in a 
sport and how their feelings change)  
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Anchor Paper 11—Score Point 4 
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A11Anchor Paper 11—Score Point 4 

The student makes adequate use of ideas and details from both “Lessons in Baseball” (the 
main characters attitude changed due to his father . . . . taught him important lessons of 
character and integrity . . . . that everyone has their own worth) and “Joy Ride” (Anna changed 
because of the horses . . . taught her to believe in herself and others) to support a position on 
the question (I believe that people attitude comes from outside influences). The student makes 
a connection between the reading selections (each character became a little more wiser).  
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Anchor Paper 12—Score Point 4 

 
A1Anchor Paper 12—Score Point 4 
The student makes adequate use of ideas and details from each reading selection (In Lessons 
in Baseball the boy told his dad about Gordon because he knew it was the right thing to do . . . 
. made him feel good and changed his attitude) and (In Joy Ride Anna’s attitude got changed 
by outside influences like the horses . . . . made her think she should treat people better . . . . 
started to feel self-confident) to support a position on the question (I think people’s attitudes 
can be changed from both). The student makes more than one connection between the 
reading selections (both learned they should treat people better and learned to be fair. They 
were also motivated by something active.).  
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Anchor Paper 13—Score Point 5 
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A13Anchor Paper 13—Score Point 5 

The student makes meaningful use of key ideas and details from both “Lessons in Baseball” (they 
author learned to respect people for who they are, not for who you want them to be from his father. He 
respected Gordon even though he wasn’t a very good baseball player) and “Joy Ride” (Once you 
realize that you can be great at something, you inspire yourself to try hard at that. For example, in the 
story Joy Ride, Anna discovers that she can be good at horseback riding, she worked hard at it. Anna 
then understood that people were just like horses, when you are nice to them, they’re nice to you . . . .  
Learned just because she felt bad didn’t mean she had to be mean to others) to support a position on 
the question (I think that attitudes can be changed by outside influences and they cane be changed 
from within too). The student makes a clear connection between the reading selections (both of these 
stories, the main characters discover how to treat others how you want to be treated).  
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Anchor Paper 14—Score Point 5 
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Anchor Paper 14—Score Point 5 
The student makes meaningful use of key ideas and details from both “Joy Ride” (Horseback riding 
influenced her life. It made Anna self confident and nicer . . . her care of the horses, reflected 
toward other people . . . . made friends) and “Lessons in Baseball” (The 11-year old thought about 
fairness and justice complained Gordon should be able to play . . . . learned a lot from his coach)  
to support a position on the question (Attitude can be changed by outside influences and within, 
but outside influences works best). The student makes more than one clear connection between 
the reading selections (. . . inspires young kids that just one sport can change their whole life . . . . 
fairness is everything. Anna and the 11-year old boy faced the fact that fairness is everything. 
Anna stopped bulleing kids because she realized that it wasn’t fair. The 11-year old boy helped 
Gordon remain playing baseball because it was fair ).  
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Anchor Paper 15—Score Point 5 
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A15Anchor Paper 15—Score Point 5 

The student makes meaningful use of key ideas and details from both “Lessons in Baseball” 
(Gordon wasen’t very good at baseball . . . . told the coach and helped get on a team . . . . the 
other boy learend how to treat others the way you would want to be treated) and “Joy Ride” 
(changed from within by a horse . . . . learned how to be caring and how to be nice and to cope 
with fact that she doesn’t have a foot) to support a position on the question (Attitudes can only 
be changed from within only). The student makes a clear connection between the reading 
selections. (Both of thoes storys are conected by careing about something other than 
themsleves . . . treating others the way you would want to be treated and just because your not 
good at something doesn’t mean you cant improve that skill).  
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Anchor Paper 16—Score Point 6 

 



ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS-GRADE 6   RELEASED ITEMS FALL 2005 

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 

Anchor Paper 16—Score Point 6 
The student takes a position (I strongly believe that a person’s attitude can be changed by an 
outside influence) and supports it by clearly and effectively choosing key ideas from both 
“Lessons in Baseball” (Through that experience, the author learned that everyone deserves 
justice because the author’s coach invited the boy who was taken of his own team to join the 
author’s team) and “Joy Ride” (Even though Anna learned how to control a horse and train it 
for the rodeo, each lesson she learned had a much deeper meaning and changed her attitude 
toward people, school, and her disability). The response contains clear connections between 
the reading selections (The kind actions of the boy’s coach and Anna’s instructors taught them 
to treat people with respect, care; just actions and that everyone is important). Relationships 
among ideas are strong, with no misconceptions about the reading selections.  

 


