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WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE

31 PURSUING A DREAM

Many people work hard to achieve their dreams. We may pursue or go after
individual dreams or we can pursue dreams that can help others.

Do ONLY ONE of the following:
tell about a time you pursued a dream and did or did not achieve it
OR
describe one of your dreams and how you will go after it
OR
explain how you inspired someone or someone inspired you to pursue a dream
OR
tell about someone in history who pursued a dream

OR

write about the theme in your own way.

You may use examples from real life, from what you read or watch, or from your
imagination.

Your audience will be interested adults.

Use the checklist on the next page to help you with your response. The
Notes/Planning space may be used for writing down and organizing your ideas.

Your response must be written in the lined spaces starting on page 8 of your
Answer Folder. Only the writing in your Answer Folder will be scored. No extra
sheets may be used.

You may not use any resource materials (dictionaries, grammar books, spelling
books, etc.) for any part of this test.

When you have finished Part 3A, STOP.

Page 18 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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PART 3A: CHECKLIST FOR
WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE

DIRECTIONS:

Use this checklist to help you with your response. Your response must be written
in the lined spaces starting on page 8 of your Answer Folder.

CHECKLIST:

Do | have a clear central idea that connects to the theme?

Do I stay focused on the theme?

Do | support my central idea with important details/examples?

Do | need to take out details/examples that DO NOT support my central
idea?

Do | use a variety of words, phrases, and/or sentences?

Have | spelled, punctuated, and capitalized my writing to help readers
understand it?

NOTES/PLANNING
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Michigan Educational Assessment Program
Writing from Knowledge and Experience
Grades 3-8
Holistic Score Point Descriptions

Here is an explanation of what scorers think about as they score this writing:

6 The writing is exceptionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are thoroughly
developed with relevant details and examples where appropriate. The writer’'s control
over organization and the connections between ideas moves the reader smoothly and
naturally through the text. The writer shows a mature command of language including
precise word choice that results in a compelling piece of writing. Tight control over
language use and mastery of writing conventions contribute to the effect of the
response.

5 The writing is clear and focused. Ideas and content are well developed with relevant
details and examples where appropriate. The writer's control over organization and the
connections between ideas effectively moves the reader through the text. The writer
shows a command of language including precise word choice. The language is well
controlled, and occasional lapses in writing conventions are hardly noticeable.

4 The writing is generally clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with
relevant details and examples where appropriate, although there may be some
unevenness. The response is generally coherent, and its organization is functional. The
writer's command of language, including word choice, supports meaning. Lapses in
writing conventions are not distracting.

3 The writing is somewhat clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with
limited or partially successful use of examples and details. There may be evidence of an
organizational structure, but it may be artificial or ineffective. Incomplete mastery over
writing conventions and language use may interfere with meaning some of the time.
Vocabulary may be basic.

2 The writing is only occasionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are
underdeveloped. There may be little evidence of organizational structure. Vocabulary
may be limited. Limited control over writing conventions may make the writing difficult to
understand.

1 The writing is generally unclear and unfocused. Ideas and content are not developed or
connected. There may be no noticeable organizational structure. Lack of control over
writing conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

Condition codes for unratable papers (zeroes):

A — Off Topic

B — Written in a Language other than English or Illegible
C - Blank or Refusal to Respond

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS
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Anchor Paper 1 — Score Point 1
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Anchor Paper 1
Score Point 1

The writing is generally unclear and unfocused. Content is neither connected nor developed (A
dream is what you think about when you are asleep. The dreams you want to follow throw will
be sicsessful for a Long time.... The kids will be like their parents and they’ll have dreams),
and there is no noticeable organizational structure. A lack of control over writing conventions
makes the writing difficult to understand (The dream to build a or something else would be a
dream. The house or a school of some kind is like taking care of a child and thats a dream).
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Anchor Paper 2 — Score Point 1

Anchor Paper 2
Score Point 1

This response is generally unclear. The writer attempts to focus on Martin Luther King,
(Martene luther King had to. Pursue for his Dream his. Dream was lot about Black), but ideas
are not developed or connected (That speech ment a lot. To athur people so there. Is Martene
luther King for. His Dream of speech As. A kid when he was. Grow up his Parents and). The
writing lacks a noticeable organizational structure, and the lack of control over writing
conventions makes the writing difficult to understand.
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Anchor Paper 3 — Score Point 1
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Anchor Paper 3
Score Point 1

The writing is generally unclear and unfocused. Ideas are not developed (Some people try to
go after their dreams. Some achieve it, and some don't....Many people work very hard to
achieve their dreams....One time | went after one of my dreams). Aside from a brief opening
and closing, there is no noticeable organization of the text (Some people persue dreams to
help themselves or to help others....So just remember, trying to achieve a dream can be hard
or easy). Lack of control over writing conventions makes the writing difficult to understand.
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Anchor Paper 4 — Score Point 2
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Anchor Paper 4
Score Point 2

The response is only occasionally clear and focused. An attempt is made to develop ideas, but
the result is list-like and repetitive (One of my dreams is to become an Archeologist. In order to
reach that dream, | will have to finish school with good grades. In order to get good grades, |
will have to have a good study habit. To get a good study habit, | will have to work really hard).
There is little evidence of an organizational structure beyond the linking of details (If | want to
reach my goal | will need to pass middle school....I will have to pass high school). Vocabulary
is repetitious and control over writing conventions is limited.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS




English Language Arts—Grade 7 Released Items Fall 2005

Anchor Paper 5 — Score Point 2

No__ O DeeOm a

- :
MLM(‘ ) LiNO

Y aeCsoc L unot NQEXO QD
Qchiene, i+ 1S ey oo ardydes
AL XN CO .‘ ~eriaen+ et IO
NI, QYL BiCHSChool e )

Qe 0 O0OY X0 _COhllene LOC
0 OO0 O GEQCS. 1R, (A0

1. Qi  O0N0 QCMENE,
N0 QO RHORR/ OC QAOCAOC
HUOAO oty ADvE O
ONA.__ QKO S Nio
.mvnmaa N VSe.OC
ACCAOC 71 10T 0O ,no &Y
qceam.,

Anchor Paper 5
Score Point 2

This response is only occasionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are underdeveloped (I
was going to be a nurse and try to work on being a doctor. What | have to do to achieve it is
get good grades all through elementary, Junior high, and highschool). There is a little evidence
of organizational structure in the very brief opening and closing and limited linking of ideas
(What | have to do to achieve it...). Limited control over writing conventions sometimes makes
the writing difficult to understand (I hope | purpose my dream).
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Anchor Paper 6 — Score Point 2
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Anchor Paper 6
Score Point 2

The writing is occasionally clear and focused. Ideas are underdeveloped as the writer moves
quickly from one idea to the next in a list-like fashion (Maybe it was like Martin Luther King Jr.
and have freedom, or maybe you wan'’t to be a sports Athlete, or a firefighter, what ever it is,

it's your dream). There is little evidence of organizational structure. Vocabulary is somewhat
limited and repetitive.
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Anchor Paper 7 — Score Point 3
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Anchor Paper 7
Score Point 3

The response is somewhat clear and focused. Ideas are developed with partially successful
use of details (The reason that | would want to be a doctor is that | doun’t think | could see a
aninmal die. The type of doctor | was looking into is a pediatrician. | love kids). There is
evidence of organizational structure, but it is ineffective (When | was little | wanted to become
a vet because | love animals. But now that I'm a little older | would like to become a doctor.
The reason that | would want to be a doctor is that | doun’t think | could see a aninmal
die....I'm still not sure that | would like to become a doctor). Incomplete mastery over writing
conventions and language sometimes interferes with meaning (When my Aunt had her first
son my cousin | loved taking care of him. So | guess D [my cousin] made me think twice about
| would like to become. | would like to own office and my own building that is one of my biggest
dreams...).
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Anchor Paper 8 — Score Point 3
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Anchor Paper 8
Score Point 3

The writing is somewhat clear and focused (One of my biggest dreams for when | am older is
modeling....To persue this dream | need to eat healthier and Look prettier). Ideas and content
are developed with limited or partially successful use of examples and details (I would want to
be a model for clothing stores. | would be seen in magazines and also in stores). There is
evidence of an organizational structure, but it is ineffective in creating connections between
groups of ideas (Being a model would mean so much to me....When | am a little bit older, |
might attend modeling school....I would want to be a model for clothing stores). Incomplete
mastery over writing conventions and language use interferes with meaning some of the time,
and vocabulary is mostly basic.
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Anchor Paper 9 — Score Point 3
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Anchor Paper 9
Score Point 3

The response is somewhat clear and focused (Have you ever had a dream? Did someone help
you achieve it? Well my friend helped me achieved many of my dreams). Ideas and content
are developed with a partially successful use of examples and details (One day she stopped
me and we talked for hours. She knew what my dream was and wanted to help me. She made
me think about my future and how | was affecting it. She told me | had to work hard and get
godd grades). There is evidence of organizational structure, but transitions are few and simple
(when I was in school, one day she stopped me, that night | thought about my future).
Vocabulary is basic (I was really bad, | wouldn't listen, S really helped me).
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Anchor Paper 10 — Score Point 4
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Anchor Paper 10
Score Point 4

The writing is generally clear and focused (My dream is to soon become a player for the
National Basketball league [NBA] when | become older). Ideas and content are developed with
relevant details where appropriate (I must stay in good physical condition. In order to excell in
sports you must be physically and mentally healthy. That means if my dream comes true |
must stay in tip top shape. You also must eat right to stay healthy), although there is some
unevenness in the development. The response is generally coherent, and its organization is
functional (In order to fulfill my dream first, | must continuity get good grades in school....I must
stay in good physical condition....But most of all you must have passion for the game of
basketball). The writer's command of language, including word choice, supports meaning (tip
top shape, prosper). Lapses in writing conventions are not distracting.
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Anchor Paper 11 — Score Point 4
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Anchor Paper 11
Score Point 4

This response is generally clear and focused (When | was in fifth grade, | wanted to run for
treasurer of student council). Ideas and content are developed somewhat unevenly with
relevant details (I remember my opponets there was S and A. Not a lot of compition. | knew |
could run up against A, but | wasn't sure | could beat S. | worked hard on my campaign and
signs). The response is generally coherent, and its organization is functional (So | talked to
some more kids and everthing worked out fine. Until voting day came. | made my
speech....Later that day the announcement came....But in the end after a lot of crying | was
fine). The writer's command of language and word choice supports meaning (S beat me by
one vote. | couldn’t believe it | lost. My dream just crashed). Lapses in writing conventions are
not distracting.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS




English Language Arts—Grade 7 Released Items Fall 2005

Anchor Paper 12 — Score Point 4
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Anchor Paper 12
Score Point 4

The writing is generally clear and focused (I am going to describe a dream | have and tell how
I’m going to go after it. The dream | have is to become a falconer). Ideas and content are
developed with relevant details and examples where appropriate (I will travel to the best places
to see falcons migrate, | will read books and guides that tell me more about falcons and how to
take care of them, I'll study the law so | can find out how to get a license and what things will
be required to have the job), but there is unevenness in the development. The response is
generally coherent, and its organization is functional (The dream | have is to become a
falconer.... | will go after this dream by learning all their is to know about falcons and
falconers.... There are some things I've already tried to do to make me one step closer to my
dream). The writer's command of language, including word choice, supports meaning (I want
to see them soar, migrate, habbits).
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Anchor Paper 13 — Score Point 5
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Anchor Paper 13
Score Point 5

The writing is clear and focused (Becoming an astronaut was always P’s dream. But her family
was poor so she thought she could never afford to go to space college....J’s story inspired P
so much that she decided that she could be an astronaut no matter if she was poor). Ideas and
content are well developed, with details where appropriate (Then one day, P’s boss aked her
to make a speech at N.A.S.A. museum to a 7" grade class about becoming an astronaut. P
was overjoyed because she was inspired to become an astronaut by a speech from an
astronaut. She hoped to inspire a child in her speech too!). Connections between ideas move
the reader through the text (P forgot about it, a few years went by, but J told, as soon as). The
writer shows a command of language, including precise word choice (she took J’'s advice and
excelled in school, N.A.S.A. accepted P with open arms).
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Anchor Paper 14 — Score Point 5
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Anchor Paper 14
Score Point 5

The response is clear and focused. Ideas and content are well developed with relevant details
(I run long distance. In each meet | run the ¥2 mile. All my times have been a couple seconds
above 3 minuets, which is good. I'm getting my track spikes with my dad, so | will tell you how
it goes). Effective organization moves the reader through the text (Today was awesome, O.K.
enough gloating). The writer shows a command of language including precise word choice
(build my endurance, help my kick. A kick is a spurr of energy). The language is well
controlled, and occasional lapses in writing conventions are hardly noticeable.
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Anchor Paper 15 — Score Point 5
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Anchor Paper 15
Score Point 5

The writing is clear and focused (My goal is to find a job | will enjoy based on my skill or
talents, and my favorite hobbies). Ideas and content are well developed (My hobbies are
starting to change from the quiet, person who loves to read to the person who loves animals,
and doing hands on activities. A couple of my main hobbies right now are scrapbooking,
stamping, training my animals and other hands on things that are available to me). The
organization and connections between ideas are effective in moving the reader through the
text (ever since grade school, about a month ago, as | stated earlier). A command of language
and precise word choice are evident in the writing (hands-on, Hardware Designer, Arson
Investigator, computer technician, pursue). Lapses in writing conventions are hardly
noticeable.
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Score Point 6

The response is exceptionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are thoroughly developed
with relevant details (Unique hits are individual visitors to your website, the more hits the more
money. | have advertisements on my site. For each visitor | get 10 cents. Before you are
illegible to get money you have to get at least 500 unique daily). The organization of the writing
and connections between ideas move the reader smoothly through the text (My hits went up
greatly. | was getting $50 a month. | kept putting more and more ads and was receiving $100 a
month. After a couple of months my hits went down drastically). The mature command of
language and precise word choice result in a compelling piece of writing (Coding HTML
[making webpages] is no walk in the park, it takes time.... My site hit rock bottom). Mastery of
writing conventions contributes to the effect of the response.
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This compelling response is exceptionally clear and focused (Her favorite was named
Pegasus, a winged horse. When he appeared in the night sky she was the happiest). Ideas
and content are appropriately and thoroughly developed (First she thought she could throw a
rope and lasso him by the neck. But the rope never lifted more than 6 ft. off the ground. She
then climbed the highest hill by her home, but it still wasn’t high enough. She tried to jump
extremely high on her trampoline but her parents worried about her safty). The writer’s control
over organization moves the reader smoothly and naturally through the text (Days grew into
months and months into years and still she longed for Pegasus to come down from the sky).
The writer shows a mature command of language including precise word choice (...oh the
stars T loved the most. She loved the bright ones, the dim ones, and the shooting stars).
Control over language use and mastery of writing conventions contribute to the effect of the
response.
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