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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS-GRADE 8 RELEASED ITEMS FALL 2005

1B: RESPONSE TO THE
PAIRED READING SELECTIONS

DIRECTIONS:

Think about both of the selections in Part 1A as you answer the following question.
You may look back at the selections as often as needed.

22 Discovery provides a strong motivation in some people’s lives. Do
you agree or disagree?

Explain your answer using specific details and examples from both
“Mystery on the Cahaba River” and “The Legacy of ‘Snowflake’
Bentley.” Be sure to show how the two selections are alike or
connected.

Use the checklist on the next page to help you with your response. The
Notes/Planning space may be used for writing down and organizing your ideas.

Your response must be written in the lined spaces starting on page 2 of your
Answer Folder. Only the writing in your Answer Folder will be scored. No
additional sheets may be used.

You may not use any resource materials (dictionaries, grammar books, spelling
books, etc.) for any part of this test.

Page 10 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS WAIT. DO NOT GO ON
UNTIL TOLD TO DO SO.




ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS-GRADE 8 RELEASED ITEMS FALL 2005

PART 1B: CHECKLIST FOR THE
RESPONSE TO THE PAIRED READING SELECTIONS
DIRECTIONS:
Use this checklist to help you with your response. Your response must be written

in the lined spaces starting on page 2 of your Answer Folder.

CHECKLIST:
Do | take a position and clearly answer the question | was asked?

Do | support my answer with specific examples and details from both
reading selections?

Do I show how the two reading selections are alike or connected?

Is my response complete?

NOTES/PLANNING

Page 11 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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Michigan Educational Assessment Program
Rubric for the Response to the Paired Reading Selections
Grades 3-8

Here is an explanation of what scorers think about as they score this writing:

6 The student clearly and effectively chooses key or important ideas from each reading selection
to support a position on the question and to make a clear connection between the reading
selections. The position and connection are thoroughly developed with appropriate examples
and details. There are no misconceptions about the reading selections. There are strong
relationships among ideas. Mastery of language use and writing conventions contributes to the
effect of the response.

5 The student makes meaningful use of key ideas from each reading selection to support a
position on the question and to make a clear connection between the reading selections. The
position and connection are well developed with appropriate examples and details. Minor
misconceptions may be present. Relationships among ideas are clear. The language is
controlled, and occasional lapses in writing conventions are hardly noticeable.

4 The student makes adequate use of ideas from each reading selection to support a position on
the question and to make a connection between the reading selections. The position and
connection are supported by examples and details. Minor misconceptions may be present.
Language use is correct. Lapses in writing conventions are not distracting.

3 The student takes a clear position on the question. The response makes adequate use of ideas
from one reading selection or partially successful use of ideas from both reading selections to
support the position. The position is developed with limited use of examples and details.
Misconceptions may indicate only a partial understanding of the reading. Language use is
correct but limited. Incomplete mastery over writing conventions may interfere with meaning
some of the time.

2 The student takes a clear position on the question. There is partially successful use of ideas
from one reading selection or minimal use of ideas from both reading selections to support the
position. The position is underdeveloped. Major misconceptions may indicate minimal
understanding of the reading. Limited mastery over writing conventions may make the writing
difficult to understand.

1 The student takes a position on the question but only makes minimal use of ideas from one
reading selection or the student attempts to support an unclear position with minimal use of
ideas from both reading selections. Ideas are not developed and may be unclear. Major
misconceptions may indicate a lack of understanding of the reading. Lack of mastery over
writing conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

Condition codes for unratable papers (zeroes):

A — Off Topic

B — Written in a Language other than English or lllegible

C — Blank or Refusal to Respond

D — Retells or references the reading selections with no connection to the scenario question or theme
E — Responds to the scenario question with no reference to either of the reading selections

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS
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Anchor Paper 1—Score Point D
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Anchor Paper 1—Score Point D

The response relates random facts from both selections, with no connection to the question
that was asked.
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Anchor Paper 2—Score Point E
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Anchor Paper 2—Score Point E

This student responds to the question, but does not make even a vague reference to either of
the reading selections.
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Anchor Paper 3—Score Point 1
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Anchor Paper 3—Score Point 1

The student takes a position and partially supports it with a minimal reference to one selection
(Yes | do think discovery is a motivation because in the story The Legacy of ‘Snowflake’
Bentley really wanted to be good at telling stories about snowflakes...he stuck with it until he
was successful...he published a book...). Although the response contains a misconception
about the text, some of the text used does support the motivation portion of the question.
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Anchor Paper 4—Score Point 1
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Anchor Paper 4—Score Point 1

The student takes an unclear position (Yes | agree because | have a stronge motivationt in my
life). Minimal text references do support the idea of discovery, but do not support the position.
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Anchor Paper 5—Score Point 2
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Anchor Paper 5—Score Point 2

The student takes a position and supports it with minimal use of ideas from both reading
selections. (One reson is in “Mystery on the Cahaba river, the scientist was motivated to find
the polinater. Of the Cahaba lily...Bently was also motivated to find out what snowflakes look
like). There is no attempt made to show how the two selections are connected.
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Anchor Paper 6—Score Point 2
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Anchor Paper 6—Score Point 2

The student takes a position and supports it with minimal use of ideas from both reading
selections (...Haddock was so motivated to discover the pollinator of the Cahaba Lily and he
did discover it). This gives no details to show how Haddock was so motivated. The Bentley
support contains a misconception (And Bentley wanted to discover if snowflakes are alike or
different...he did find only ONE! paire of snowflakes that were exactly right), as Bentley was
not the one who initially found the identical pair of snowflakes. Additionally, the attempt at a
connection (...and they did find what they were looking for — success) is a misconception.
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Anchor Paper 7—Score Point 2
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Anchor Paper 7—Score Point 2

The student takes a clear position and supports it with minimal text references from both
reading selections. (In the story ‘Mystery of Cahaba River’ it was the excitement of discovering
the Cahaba flower’s pollinator that provided the motivation of staying out every night. The
same strong motivation occurred in ‘The Legacy of the ‘Snowflake’ Bentley’ when he first
discovered the shapes of snowflakes). The student’s attempt at a connection is simply a
restatement of the prompt (...because it was the excitement of discovering something that
provided the motivation), so it gets no credit.
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Anchor Paper 8—Score Point 3
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Anchor Paper 8—Score Point 3

The student takes a position, and develops it with the partially successful use of ideas from both
selections, but particularly from “Legacy.” (He started to discover the lovely things he could see
with that microscope, later becoming an expert in photographing snowflakes). The detail from
“Cahaba Lily” is not as developed (Dr. Davenport was the first man studying the Cahaba lily and
discovered a lot of wonderful things about it). The student’s attempt at a connection between the
two texts does not receive credit, as it is merely a restatement of the prompt.
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Anchor Paper 9—Score Point 3
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Anchor Paper 9—Score Point 3

The student takes a position and makes adequate use of ideas from only one reading selection
(Snow Flake Bentley worked hard. Most of the snowflake designs that be on cups, jewelry
comes from his great discovery) to support the position. Neither attempt at a connection (In
both reading selection, both people wanted there discoveries to be known. They both worked
endless hour making their discoveries perfect) is entirely true for both texts.
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Anchor Paper 10—Score Point 4
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Anchor Paper 10—Score Point 4

The student takes a clear position with adequate use of ideas from both selections. The
response has a clear connection to both selections (In both stories someone had dedication
and motivation to do something), which is supported by details (Bentley spent his entire life
studing snowflakes and trying to Find ways to photograph them. Dr. Davenport and Dr.
Haddock did not spend their lives studing the Cahaba Lily but it did take them a while and
some dedication to find the pollinator...they wanted to find the Cahaba Lily pollinater to protect
the flower).
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Anchor Paper 11—Score Point 4
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Anchor Paper 11—Score Point 4

The student takes a position and makes adequate use of ideas from both selections to support
this position (Dr. Haddock and Dr. Davenport would go sleepless for 3 days...Bentley still
studied snowflakes for many years, despite all the negative criticism he received...) and to
make a valid connection between the reading selections. (Both stories’ characters were
determined and it motivated them to the patience to work up to their goal).
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Anchor Paper 12—Score Point 4
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Anchor Paper 12—Score Point 4

The student takes a position (Discovery can be a very strong motivation for some people in
their lives) and makes adequate use of ideas from both reading selections to support it (Bently
finally got the photograph of the snowflake after he turned 19 years old. He still worked on it
for 45 more years. This wasn't just a job for him, it was his life...Dr. Randy Handcock...took
him a long while and work to finally catch the moth, but it was worth it to him). There is a clear
connection made between the two selections (These two stories are alike, because both of the
characters are trying to the make the discovery of the thing they’ve been going after for most of
their lives).
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Anchor Paper 13—Score Point 4
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Anchor Paper 13—Score Point 4

The student takes a position and makes adequate use of ideas from each reading selection to
support the position. (In the selection The Legacy of ‘Snowflake’ Bently, his life changed on his
15" Birthday. ...bently had gotten a old microscope...Nothing fascinated him more than
snowflakes...look at them through the microscope and draw them as fast as he can before
they went away). (...Dr. Haddock was also successful. His mission was to discover and
capture the exclusive pollinator of the Cahaba lily...He was happy he cracked the case about
the moth). The student also makes a clear connection between the reading selections. (In both
of these selections, these people made a difference in there life by the discovery of the things
they wanted to find out or see), which is supported by details in the response.
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Anchor Paper 14—Score Point 5

The student takes a position and makes meaningful use of key ideas from each reading
selection to support it (...Bently, for example...received a microscope...that’'s when he first
became interested in snowflake designs. This love and passion for the delicate hexagons’
would continue his whole life...ignored his fathers’ disapproval and persevered till he finally
published a book .... Then there’s Drs. Larry Davenport and Randy Haddock, a botanist and
an entomologist. They were searching for the pollinator of the Cahaba lily...Hearing it was
endangered, he committed himself to the cause of saving it. Night after night...finally captured
the sphinx month that was the lily’s pollinator). The student clearly develops the connection
between the two selections with the ideas of endurance and never giving up (Both of the
aforementioned selections support me in that they both tell the stories of people who never
gave up for the sake finding out something new).
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Anchor Paper 15—Score Point 6
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Anchor Paper 15—Score Point 6

The student clearly states a position (...Ever since thousands of years ago, discovery has
proven to provide strong motivation for people’s lives) and effectively chooses key ideas from
both selections to support the position. The student also makes valid connections between the
reading selections (...Another way in which the two reading selections are connected is that
they both contain mysteries waiting to be solved...they contain a lesson that hard-work always
pays off). With each relationship mentioned, the student has provided examples of motivation
and perseverance. There are no misconceptions about the reading selections.
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