[image: image1.png]M1 CHIGAN

: —

N\
COMMUNITY

SERVICE

COMMISS|ION




[image: image2.wmf][image: image3.png]M1 CHIGAN

: —

N\
COMMUNITY

SERVICE

COMMISS|ION










The Michigan Community Service Commission’s





� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���





�





February 2004





Project History: U.S. History Lessons Introduce History Day


�Project History is a new 8th-grade curriculum designed by the Constitutional Rights Foundation (CRF) to interest students—and educators—in the exciting, nationwide History Day Program while they learn standards-based U.S. history. Each lesson features a reading based on middle-school U.S. history standard, questions to engage students in a discussion, and a product-based activity that helps students delve more deeply into the reading and develop critical-thinking skills.





Project History also features four Hands-On History Projects that can be used throughout the year. Using methods from History Day, these long-term projects can enliven your classroom and enrich student learning. They also can serve to motivate teachers and students to become involved with History Day. For Project History research links and more information about the curriculum and History Day, go to � HYPERLINK "http://crf-usa.org/project_history/home.htm" �http://crf-usa.org/project_history/home.htm�.





Another new web-supported curricula developed by CRF is called The Immigration Debate: Historical and Current Issues of U.S. Immigration.  See a brief description in the box below.





The Immigration Debate





Immigration has always played a central role in U.S. history. While immigration has strengthened, enriched, and diversified our nation, it has also presented critical challenges. 


Newly updated, revised, and expanded, The


Immigration Debate has 12 interactive lessons on the history of immigration, refugees and asylum, and illegal immigration. 


Each lesson is linked to U.S. history and government standards. Lessons address the history of immigration, and a balanced look at issues of refugees, asylum, and illegal immigration.





For more information about The Immigration Debate, go to � HYPERLINK "http://crf-usa.org/marketing/catalog.html" \l "immig" �http://crf-usa.org/marketing/catalog.html#immig�� HYPERLINK "http://crf-usa.org/marketing/catalog.html" \l "immig" ���








Professional Development Opportunities





MARCH 2004





9	Fitting the Pieces Together: Building Strong Communities Through Collaboration. Indiana Service-Learning Conference in Indianapolis, IN. For more info go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.serve.indiana.edu" ��www.serve.indiana.edu� 





Landmarks of American History Workshops for School Teachers- Application deadline for Summer Workshops. For more info go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.neh.fed.us/projects/landmarks" ��www.neh.fed.us/projects/landmarks� 





National Service –Learning Conference, Orlando, FL.


For more info go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.nylc.org" ��www.nylc.org� 





APRIL 2004


15	Civic Education in the Real World- Mason, MI, A one-day workshop for social studies teachers. For more info e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:nhoughto@edzone.net" ��nhoughto@edzone.net� or � HYPERLINK "http://www.ccrea.org" ��www.ccrea.org� 





Making Your Case: Fast Facts





Boosting Student Achievement- New Research on the Power of Developmental Assets—New studies suggest that developmental assets play a significant role in students’ academic achievement across a wide range of students. Building developmental assets has great promise as a strategy for boosting student achievement. New evidence, including longitudinal studies, reveals the following:


The higher students’ current asset level, the higher their current GPA. In addition, the more assets student reported in 1998, the higher their GPA three years later.


Students’ asset levels are twice as important in predicting achievement as demographic factors such as gender, family composition, socioeconomic status, or race/ethnicity.


Students whose levels of developmental assets remained stable or increased had significantly higher GPAs three years later than students who declined in their assets. And the more their assets increased, the more their GPAs increased.


Students from all racial/ethnic backgrounds with high levels of assets (31-40) are about five to 12 times as likely as those with few assets (0-10) to be successful in school.


Low-income students who experience more developmental assets appear to be much more likely to do well in school than low-income students who do not experience many developmental assets.


For a more detailed report on the findings quoted above go to the Search Institute web site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.search-institute.org/research/Insights" ��www.search-institute.org/research/Insights�.











New Publication





SERVICE LEARNING: The Classroom Companion to Character Education by Arlene Ida and Jean Rose��We believe that your project directors and teachers will find this resource guide to be very valuable and helpful. The manual discusses the concepts that are vitally important to service learning and character education. It describes in detail many unique project lesson plans, which are tied to the New York State Standards, limitations, learning objectives and prerequisites conditions as well as creating community. Visit the following websites to link to the online version of the book, which you may download, and use. You may copy portions of the book as long as due recognition is given:	� HYPERLINK "http://www.nysslli.org" �www.nysslli.org��� HYPERLINK "http://www.highered.nysed.gov/kiap/PCPPU/service_learn/home.html" �http://www.highered.nysed.gov/kiap/PCPPU/service_learn/home.html�  (underscore between service_learn)





The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.





Service-Learning Funding Resources 





State Farm Insurance Companies® Announce A Three-Year Initiative to Grow the Practice of Service-Learning in K-12 School Districts. 


State Farm Insurance Companies®, in collaboration with the National Service-Learning Partnership, seek proposals from K-12 school districts for a three-year initiative to increase the practice of service-learning through the creation of well-crafted partnerships between schools, businesses and communities.


The State Farm Good Neighbor Service-Learning Initiative will fund six school districts a total of $90,000 ($15,000 each) over three years to integrate and sustain service-learning in their schools, school districts and surrounding community. ��For more information and to download Request for Proposal (RFP) applications, please visit:�� HYPERLINK "http://www.service-learningpartnership.org/service_learning/SF_GoodNeighborInitiative.cfm" �http://www.service-learningpartnership.org/service_learning/SF_GoodNeighborInitiative.cfm�  





Proposals are due April 16, 2004.�











Lapeer County Middle School Service-Learning Project





Justice is a concept. Muscle is the reality. --Linda Blandford





We all know the image of the sullen, uncommunicative youth.  Or the hormone-driven preteen drawn to loud clothing and loud music.  Or the painfully self-conscious young person caught between childhood and adulthood.  How do we view this challenging period in a positive light and tap into the enormous learning potential that young adolescents possess?  One of the distinctive traits that adolescents continually strive for is meaningful participation in school and community.  Consequently, the purpose of this Learn and Serve project, named Lapeer County Middle School Service-Learning Project, is to provide middle school teachers with professional development opportunities that demonstrate how to improve student achievement in quality learning environments.  Teachers will learn how to incorporate academic service-learning (ASL), problem-based learning, and technology into lessons, and ultimately curriculum. The goal is to foster instructional change making middle school education relevant and participatory.   The project will be coordinated by the Lapeer Intermediate School District in partnership with the University of Michigan-Flint Center for Service-Learning and School Partnerships. Through this partnership and professional development with its focus on academic service-learning, the project will enable students in Lapeer County to leave their classrooms demonstrating competency over challenging subject matter. They will also leave possessing skills and knowledge to enable them to compete in a global economy and fully participate in a democratic society. Goals of the project are:


Goal #1:  	Provide professional development opportunities in ASL to foster change in instructional practice and promote 


the effective integration of curriculum and instructional technology at the middle school level.


Goal #2:  	Collaborate with the University of Michigan-Flint to develop a regional ASL network 


“community of learners” encompassing both Thumb area educators in Michigan and UM-Flint students and faculty.





For more information contact:  Cathy Amboy, (810) 245-3979 or email, camboy@lcisd.k12.mi.us 








To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.3493, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:algrad1@michigan.gov" ��algrad1@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913
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