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Governor Granholm Signs Budgets to Support Children & Families, Veterans, Agriculture, and Emergency Preparedness

LANSING – Governor Jennifer M. Granholm signed into law fiscal year 2006 appropriations bills for the Departments of Agriculture, Human Services, Military and Veterans Affairs and the Judiciary.  Also signed into law was the General Government budget.

“These budgets reflect my commitment to protect critical services for the most vulnerable children and families of this state,” said Governor Granholm.  “They ensure the preparedness of our National Guard and support agricultural initiatives in Michigan.”  
Agriculture:

The budget for the Department of Agriculture includes total funding of $119.2 million, which includes $28.4 million of general fund.  

Highlights of Senate Bill 264 include: 

· $19.7 million in funding to support food safety responsibilities of the department;

· approximately $4 million in funding for the department’s efforts to inspect gas stations in the state;

· federal funding of $23.7 million for the Emerald Ash borer control program;

· $3.2 million in refined petroleum funds in support of consumer protection program efforts; and

· $5.7 million to continue the state’s efforts to contain the spread of bovine tuberculosis in Michigan.
General Government: 

The General Government bill for fiscal year 2006 provides funding for the departments of Attorney General, Civil Rights, Civil Service, Information Technology, Management and Budget, State, Treasury, the Executive Office, and the Legislature.  The budget totals $2.91 billion; the general fund portion is $596.8 million.  

Highlights of Senate Bill 272 include:

· $1.1 billion in revenue sharing grants, that maintain support for local revenue sharing at the current year level; and 
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· an additional $5.6 million to the Department of Treasury for new tax enforcement activities that will generate an expected $34 million in new revenues.

Human Services:

The fiscal year 2006 budget for the Department of Human Services (DHS) appropriates over $4.4 billion - $1.1 billion in general fund – for the safety, well-being, independence, and permanency of Michigan’s children and families.  


Highlights of Senate Bill 271 include:

· full funding of projected caseloads and costs for critical family support programs including the Family Independence Program ($392.1 million), State Disability Assistance Program ($34.6 million), and Child Day Care Services ($465.4 million);

· a commitment of current and new resources to support development of an integrated service delivery system that will reduce the workload for overburdened staff and increase efficiency and effectiveness;

· nearly $607 million for the Foster Care, Child Care Fund, and Adoption Subsidies programs to provide children with caring families and safe homes; and 

· $119.3 million increase in the Food Assistance, bringing the total appropriation to $1.2 billion.

“This year’s budget for the Department of Human Services is proof that government can be fiscally responsible while providing for the needs of our most vulnerable citizens,” said Granholm.  “I am pleased that the Legislature responsibly met targeted funding levels while protecting key programs and initiatives.”      

Judiciary:
Senate Bill 275 provides $255.4 million, $157.5 million of which is general fund, to support the operations of the judicial branch of government for the coming fiscal year.    

The bill includes $92.6 million to support 613 judges throughout the state and $4.7 million for drug treatment courts that are a wise investment in holding down overall criminal justice expenditures.  
Military & Veterans Affairs:

The fiscal year 2006 budget bill for the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs (DMVA) provides over $117.7 million - $37.8 million general fund – for the operations of the department.  

Highlights of Senate Bill 277 are:

· over $60 million in funding for the Grand Rapids and D.J. Jacobetti Veterans’ Homes, which currently serve over 900 residents;

· $750,000 to the Military Family Relief Fund to assist the families of Michigan’s active duty National Guard and Military reserve members; and 
· $1.1 million in funding for the National Guard Education Assistance Program.  This program allows Guard members who are on active service to receive up to $2,000 per year toward college costs.
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