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	Key Points

	Flu Partners Update
	
	

	!!!!!
	In a February 1 press release, sanofi Pasteur reported that they received over 40,000 phone calls during the first 30 minutes of prebooking and more than 200,000 calls during the first eight hours.  As a result of this demand, all of their influenza vaccine doses planned for production next season have been committed, except for the no-preservative product in pediatric doses.  The company states that they plan to produce approximately 50 million doses for distribution by the end of October.  See the attached press release or visit http://vaccineshoppe.com/secure/index.cfm?FA=FluSeasonInfo for more information.

	
	Doses of influenza vaccine for this flu season are still available on IVEN.  If you have a need, please check the website at https://mi.train.org 

VFC flu vaccine is still available!  Please ensure that VFC eligible children < 9 years of age who received flu vaccine for the first time this season are recalled for the second dose!

	
	State Pandemic Influenza Summits are being planned by the DHHS Secretary Mike Leavitt, in conjunction with CDC, US Department of Agriculture and the State Governors’ offices to address national and state pandemic influenza preparedness with public and private organizations. The first of these visits occurred on December 14, 2005, in Minnesota.

	
	Michigan has developed an Avian Influenza Interagency Workgroup charged with coordinating a state approach to prevent, prepare, respond, and recover from avian influenza viruses that may affect both humans and animals.  This group defines the roles and responsibilities of each agency in order to have a united approach that considers humans, domestic animals, and wildlife.

	
	Senate Bill 728, which would allow the addition of adults and the documentation of medications such as antivirals into the MCIR, is currently in the legislature awaiting approval.  This would be a vital data management resource during mass vaccination / dispensing clinics should they be needed in any Public Health emergency.

	
	The National Influenza Vaccine Summit home page has been updated to include presentations, the keynote address from Dr. Julie Gerberding, and other resources.  To find out what happened at the 2006 Influenza Summit, please go to: 

http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/category/13732.html

	
	The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) will be meeting on February 21-22, 2006.  On the agenda:  Universal influenza vaccination. http://www.cdc.gov/nip/ACIP/dates.htm 

	Keep Communicating!
	
	

	
	The January Emerging Infectious Diseases is a special issue devoted to influenza http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/EID/vol12no02/05-0640.htm 


	Surveillance update

	Flu Trends
	
	

	In Michigan, during the week ending January 28, 2006, 1.1% of visits to sentinel providers were due to influenza-like illness (ILI).  This percentage is slightly increased over last week’s 0.9%.  The proportion of visits due to ILI ranges from 0.5% in the North region to 1.2% in the Central region; 1.1% of all visits in the Southeast and 1.0% of all visits in the Southwest were due to ILI.  Similarly, influenza sentinel laboratories reported small increases in the proportion of tests positive for influenza.  No facility outbreaks have been reported as of February 2.  MDCH reported LOCAL activity to the CDC for the week ending January 28, 2006. 



	Nationally, during week 3 (January 15 – January 21, 2006), influenza activity continued approximately at the same level as recent weeks in the United States.  The proportion of patient visits to sentinel providers for influenza-like illness (ILI) was above the national baseline.  The proportion of deaths attributed to pneumonia and influenza was below the baseline level. Five states reported widespread influenza activity; 23 states and New York City reported regional influenza activity; 9 states and the District of Columbia reported local influenza activity; and 13 states reported sporadic influenza activity.

	Click on the link below to view US map of influenza activity as determined by state and territorial epidemiologists.  As you will see, most states west of the Mississippi are experiencing widespread or regional levels of flu activity while states east of the Mississippi are reporting lower levels. www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/fluactivity.htm

	To follow the current international Avian influenza situation, see WHO at: http://www.who.int/csr/outbreaknetwork/en/ 

	Surveillance questions:  Rachel Potter at PotterR1@michigan.gov

	Public Message

	
	Vaccination against influenza is encouraged through the winter months.


	General Public Message and media related questions:  BucholtzTJ@michigan.gov


Quick References:

Prevention and Control of Influenza, Recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5408a1.htm 

IVEN!  Please visit www.michigan.gov/flu or https://mi.train.org to find out more 

The FDA statement allowing redistribution of flu vaccine can be found at www.cdc.gov/flu/professionals/vaccination/reallocation0506season.htm
FREE! The 2006 Influenza Vaccination Pocket Guide (INE Program material) is available through the MDCH Clearinghouse at http://www.hpclearinghouse.org/immun/inimm.html
Transcript of the national press conference “Update on the Influenza Vaccine Supply and Distribution” (November 10, 2005) at http://www.cdc.gov/od/oc/media/transcripts/t051110.htm 

The December 22, 2005 issue of the New England Journal of Medicine (NEJM; 353(25)) includes several free full text articles on oseltamivir (Tamiflu) http://content.nejm.org/content/vol353/issue25/index.shtml
FluBytes is distributed to MDCH flu partners for informational and communication purposes. 
Please feel free to distribute widely.

For questions on FluBytes, please contact Liz Harton, Public Health Advisor at hartone@michigan.gov

This newsletter is distributed to local health departments, Immunization Action Plan (IAP) Coordinators, members of the Michigan Advisory Committee on Immunizations (MACI), Alliance for Immunization in Michigan (AIM), and representatives of the Flu Advisory Board (FAB).

