Minutes for 7/26/06 meeting of the MDCH GIS User Group:

Ed Hartwick gave us a whiteboard update on options and pricing for ESRI user licenses.  Ed will write up that info, along with the results of the survey of user licenses, wants and needs.

Kyle Enger reported, by e-mail, that he’s working on a webpage for the group: “There's been space set aside for it, and I've added a bit of content, but there's a fair bit of work left to do.  Once I get it into halfway decent shape, I'll ask a few folks for comments; after implementing a few of those, I plan to take it live.  Hopefully it will be functional before the August meeting.”

Jessica Moy, Director of  MSU’s Remote Sensing & GIS Research and Outreach Services, presented information about her program.  RS & GIS often works with state agencies—DEQ, CGI, and others.  They can do applied projects, needs assessments, imagery processing, etc.  Jessica stressed that they are not a competitor with the state, but a supportive partner.

There are many aspects to their work:  GIS; Remote Sensing (quads are available at CGI’s and MSU’s websites; ¼ quads available by September; also georeferencing, compression of images for Web, mosaicing and clipping); GPS (high-end equipment available for use at reasonable cost); Map Design; Web Services; IMS (www.ims.rsgis.msu.edu); Custom Software Applications (e.g., MapImage Viewer, a low-cost, non-analytical alternative to ArcView or other high-end software); Land Use/Land Cover; Geospatial Data; Aerial Imagery Archive (state employees welcome to visit and work); Training (14 workstations in training lab, standard and/or customized training).

Working with agencies on RS or GIS is generally handled in one of three ways:

1. Collaborate on research grants

2. Provide fixed-cost contract services

3. Provide hourly geospatial consulting ($75/hr for professional’s time; $25/hr for student’s time)

There was a discussion of what a needs assessment might include for MDCH or some part of it—to determine who is using GIS, who could/should be using it, and at what level.

Jessica stated that we can use her as the point of contact for RS&GIS:  call her directly and she’ll help or direct us to the appropriate person in her group.

e-mail    moy@rsgis.msu.edu
phone    517.432.0601

The next meeting is August 14, 11-noon, Conf Rm B, 1st floor, Capitol View Bldg.  Kyle Enger will be in charge for the next four meetings.  Kyle is looking for volunteers for short presentations of GIS work.  Please call Kyle if you’re interested.
