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2004 Award Winners

Governor George Romney Lifetime Achievement Award
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Susan LeGalley of Marquette has made a life out of caring for and helping others in her community and throughout Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.  Shortly after her arrival in Marquette in 1987, she was troubled by the number of people sleeping in the waiting rooms and hallways of Marquette General Hospital.  Many patients and their family members traveled great distances to receive hospital treatment and often couldn’t afford hotel rooms.  As president of the Beacon House, she led a $2 million capital campaign, which enabled the organization to purchase and renovate a local hotel near the hospital.  She also co-chaired a $3.3 million capital campaign to build a new YMCA serving Marquette County.  She is a founder of the Medical Care Access Coalition, which assists uninsured and underinsured residents in the area.  She has volunteered with the First Presbyterian Church, Hospital Auxiliary, PTA, United Way of Marquette County, Lake Superior Hospice, Habitat for Humanity, and more.

Russell G. Mawby Award for Philanthropy
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Jim Acheson of Port Huron is committed to philanthropy in the city of Port Huron and throughout St. Clair County.  Since 1998 Mr. Acheson has given away more than $30 million and invested millions more on the largest initiative in the county – a complete renovation and renewal of one mile of blighted and deteriorated property along the St. Clair River.
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He has used his commitment and leadership to create an administrative fund to support the Community Foundation of St. Clair County, an endowment fund for the Port Huron Museum, and a new scholarship fund in partnership with the local newspaper.  Mr. Acheson has donated property and challenged the community with matching grants to strengthen existing organizations like the St. Clair County Community College, Port Huron School District, YMCA, and Port Huron Hospital.
Exemplary Community Service Program Award 
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St. Peter’s Free Clinic of Hillsdale provides health care, prescription medication, prescription assistance, and referrals to the uninsured and underinsured of Hillsdale County.  The majority of the patients are the working poor or those who have recently lost their jobs.  Each week the clinic is fully staffed with medical volunteers—two doctors and/or physician assistants, three pharmacists, and three to five nurses.  In addition, approximately 10 non-medical staff volunteer their time each week to screen patients, inventory pharmaceuticals, and assist patients with paperwork.  In 2001-02, more than 500 patients were served, medical staff volunteered 2,700 hours, non-medical staff volunteered 2,500, and more than $115,000 in pharmaceutical samples were donated and dispensed.  The clinic continues to grow and now averages more than 45 patients a week, and in January 2004 alone more than $20,000 in medications were dispensed.

Exemplary Volunteer Service Award 
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Sammye VanDiver of Detroit is transforming the southwest Detroit community into a better place to live and grow for young girls and homeless families.  Using an Alternatives for Girls (AFG) van, she patrols dangerous neighborhoods offering food, clothing, hope and encouragement to young girls.  She has mentored young girls and has raised funds to support a variety of AFG activities.  She also volunteers with the Coalition on Temporary Shelter (COTS), which provides emergency shelter, transitional and permanent housing, meals, and comprehensive services for homeless men, women, and children.  Through her creative efforts, COTS has received thousands of dollars worth of goods and services.  Under her leadership, COTS has added new programs, expanded services, and embarked on a $6 million housing initiative.


Outstanding Corporate Citizenship Award 

McCrosky Marketing Communications of Kalamazoo knew the homeless needed and deserved their help.  They partnered with Housing Resources, Inc. (HRI) and began to utilize their skills and resources to educate Kalamazoo about “the face of homelessness” in their community.  They brought HRI on as a pro bono client and gave them all of the attention and services they provide for their corporate clients.  Together with their vendors, business partners, and clients, they designed, created, and distributed a series of products that communicated a concise, critical and sensitive message portraying the homeless population.  As a result, donations to HRI have increased nearly 50 percent over the last three years.  In addition, they have received offers for volunteer and in-kind help from numerous community organizations.  

Outstanding Mentor Award 

Cal Steele of Spring Lake became a mentor at age 78 when he got involved with the Journey Program, which matches mentors with youth that are on probation or involved with the family court.  In 2002, he began mentoring Jordan who struggled with peer relationships, anger management, and self esteem issues.  Mr. Steele’s care and concern helped Jordan and his family through very troubling times when Jordan’s sister was hospitalized with severe health issues.  He arranged for Jordan to have major dental work done pro bono and has taught Jordan the importance to giving back to his community.  Together they collected $1,200 worth of cans for the Journey Program’s can drive.  As a result of their relationship, Jordan’s self esteem has increased, he is more comfortable in public situations, his anger management skills have improved, and he is no longer on probation.  In support of the Journey Program, Mr. Steele actively recruits and assists new mentors, established the holiday Adopt-A-Family program, and is involved in other youth activities. 

Youth Service Award of Excellence

JoLynn Miller of Bear Lake is a strong student advocate for service-learning, a way of teaching that connects classroom learning with meaning service to the community.  Her first experience involved designing, planning, and implementing “empty bowls,” a banquet to help alleviate hunger.  As a representative on the local Academic Service Learning Advisory Board, she has spearheaded the development of a policy requiring service-learning as a graduation requirement.  She worked with all classes to ensure students understand the criteria, and last year seniors logged more than 2,000 service hours.  Ms. Miller did all of this while earning honor roll status throughout her junior and senior years, earning the Principal’s award for scholars, and national recognition in athletics for cheerleading.  She is a senior at Brethren High School.

Governor Granholm congratulates James Acheson as A. Martin Taylor, vice president with DTE Energy and chair of the Council of Michigan Foundations looks on.





First Gentleman Mulhern and Governor Granholm congratulate St. Peter’s Free Clinic representatives Jill Pavka, clinic director and Dr. Barry J. Collins, medical director and board chair.
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First Gentleman Mulhern presents JoLynn Miller with a Special Tribute at the Governor’s Service Awards private reception.





During a heart-warming moment at the Governor’s Service Awards, Outstanding Mentor winner, Cal Steele, introduces his mentee, Jordan.





Governor Granholm presents Robert McCrosky, president of McCrosky Marketing Communications, with a Governor’s Service Award.
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Susan LeGalley thanks the volunteers she works with in Marquette as she accepts her award.
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Sammye VanDiver receives a Governor’s Special Tribute from First Gentleman Mulhern at a private reception prior to the Governor’s Service Awards dinner.
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