Federal Requirements for Michigan Paraprofessionals

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
· What does the term “qualified paraprofessional” mean? 

The term “qualified paraprofessional” is from the new federal law, No Child 

Left Behind (NCLB). It establishes criteria for any paraprofessional who assists in 

reading, writing, or math instruction, including school readiness activities. The 

law states that these paraprofessionals must meet certain academic 

requirements. 

· Can you give me general background on No Child Left Behind?

The Federal Government has passed a law called No Child Left Behind.  There are many components to this law, but one of them is that, in order to receive any Federal funding, Paraprofessionals (Teachers Aides) in districts that receive federal funding must meet a standard set by their particular states.  If they meet that standard, they are considered “qualified” and will receive federal funding.  For more information, see the Title I Paraprofessional Non-Regulatory Guidance: http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/paraguidance.doc
· How do I know if I have to meet the new standards for qualified    

      paraprofessionals? 

Instructional paraprofessionals, who provide instructional support in Title I School-Wide buildings or who are supported with Title I funds in Target-Assisted buildings, must meet the new standards. A worksheet to assist you in evaluating your need to meet the standards is available on our website as well as the MEA website at http://www.mea.org/clients/PDF/Michigan_Qualified_Paraprofessionals_Worksheet.pdf .  Some districts are requiring all paraprofessionals to be qualified, regardless of their assignment.  Be sure to check with your administrative office.

· What are the new requirements for qualified paraprofessionals 

      under NCLB? 

Paraprofessionals must meet one of the following three criteria to be considered qualified: 

a.  Complete at least 60 hours credit toward a college diploma; or 
b.  Obtain an associate’s (or higher) degree; or 
c.  Demonstrate, through a formal academic or local assessment, knowledge of and the ability to assist in instructing reading, writing, and mathematics. 

· How long do I have to fulfill the qualified requirements? 

Paraprofessionals who work in Title I schools or who are supported with Title I 

funds and who were hired after January 8, 2002 must meet the qualified 

requirement immediately.  Those hired before January 8, 2002 have until

January 2006.

· Do I still have to meet these requirements if I’ve been a paraprofessional

      for years? 

Paraprofessionals hired on or before January 8, 2002, must meet the 

qualified requirements by January 8, 2006. 

· What about special education paraprofessionals? 

The highly qualified requirement pertains to special education paraprofessionals 

who work in Title I buildings and/or who provide instructional support to students. 

· In what areas of the test do paraprofessionals have to demonstrate 
      proficiency? 
       Paraprofessionals should be able to demonstrate knowledge of, and have the   

       ability to assist in, reading, writing, math, and school readiness instruction.

· Do I have to take classes or can I just take a test?
Many paraprofessionals will only need to take the Basic Skills or Work Keys test to fulfill federal requirements. However, some college work may be desired in order to be successful on the test. In addition, taking a few key courses in Education will not only give you confidence for passing the test, but it will also make you more marketable and confident in the classroom.

· What is a paraprofessional certificate of completion?

Many community colleges have paraprofessional programs that provide a certificate of completion.  See Lansing Community College curriculum 0829 for  

an example of paraprofessional certificate coursework at:  http://www.lcc.edu/catalog/degree_certificateprograms/2003-2004/applied/10829.html
· If I earn a certificate of completion, have I met the Title I requirements?
No. Most “certificates” are only 19 credits and can be earned in two semesters. The optional requirement for NCLB requires the completion of at least 60 hours credit toward a college diploma.  The certificate is a valuable experience for those who have met the requirements through study or testing, but have never had any courses in the field of Education. Keep in mind that the MDE is NOT authorized to issue any certificates for paraprofessionals.  

· I already have a degree. Do I also need to earn a paraprofessional  
     certificate of completion?

No. With your degree, you have met the federal requirements as they are currently written.  A certificate of completion for paraprofessionals is not required, but coursework may include educational specialty courses that will give you the professional knowledge and skills that you need to demonstrate a high level of competence as an instructional assistant.  The courses are also great transfer courses if you should decide to continue up the career ladder to becoming a certified teacher. However, the MDE is NOT authorized to issue any certificates for paraprofessionals.  
· I earned some credits at a college a long time ago. How do I find out how many 

     classes I need to take to meet requirements?

Take a copy of your transcripts to an advisor at a college near you.  Be aware that credits you earned under a term system will not have the same value under a semester system and vice versa. So unless you have earned a degree, you may have to take additional classes to achieve the minimum of 60 semester credits. 

· I earned 60 credits or a degree from a college or university outside the 

      United States.  Does this qualify me as a paraprofessional in Michigan?

       To verify your credits and/or degree, please contact the MDE (Krista Ried) at 

       517-373-0699.  A copy of your transcript(s) will be necessary.

· I haven't taken classes since high school and I'm not sure I can succeed at    

      college. How can I keep my job?

It would be important to begin right now to develop strong academic skills in order to pass the state-approved test or enroll in a community college’s teacher paraprofessional program. Community colleges offer a wide range of classes and services to help new and returning students build study skills and develop a foundation for success in math, writing and reading. 

· What if I want to teach? 
Great idea! There is a growing demand everywhere for teachers, especially in Special Education and Secondary Math, Science and Technical/Occupational Education. To become a certified teacher you must complete a Bachelor’s Degree in teacher education from an accredited college or university and then pass the tests for Teacher Certification in Michigan. With careful planning your 60 credit hours, that meet the NCLB requirements, can be applied to the requirements for teacher certification. Taking the MTTC Basic Skills test is also a step in the right direction.

· How can I take classes while I'm working full time? 
Check out your local community college’s schedule of courses. Many offer teacher preparation classes in late afternoon or evening and many are now offered through the Internet. Summer classes are often available.  The Internet is bursting with new opportunities for on-line coursework, as well.  

· What type of assessment test is required if I DO NOT have the college 

      credit needed to fulfill the requirements? 

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) has determined that 

paraprofessionals can reach highly qualified status by successfully passing the 

Basic Skills test of the Michigan Test for Teacher Certification (MTTC) OR
ACT WorkKeys Proficiency Certificate for Teacher Assistants (PCTA) OR
MDE is in the process of norming another test for paraprofessionals through 

Educational Testing Services (ETS). This assessment should be available to take

in 2004.
More questions?  Email your questions to the Department of Education: Krista Ried, Education Consultant at RiedK@mi.gov or call 373-0699.
