
Later Elementary Social Studies Metropolitan Detroit
Regional Communities Student Resource

July 31, 2002 SCoPE SS030303 Page 1 of 3

Group Cards
Chaldeans

1. At least 40,000 live in metropolitan
Detroit.

2. Many live in Dearborn.
3. They began arriving around 1910

and settled in an area around Belle
Isle.

4. They come from the country of
Iraq, but are Roman Catholics.

Chinese

1. They settled in Detroit region in the
1870s.

2. They settled an area called
“Chinatown,” located near Third
and Michigan streets.

3. Many had left the western United
States because of anti-Chinese
discrimination there.

4. Immigration of Chinese began to
rise again in late 1990s.

Japanese

1. They came in large numbers after
World War II.

2. The first Japanese community was
located near Wayne State
University.

3. Another wave of Japanese
immigrants came in the 1980s.

4. Most of the recent Japanese
immigrants settled in Oakland
County.

Irish

1. Many came in 1840s because of a
famine in Ireland.

2. Many settled in an area called
“Corktown,” named after County
Cork in Ireland.

3. In 1850, the Irish were the region’s
largest ethnic group.

4. Irish immigration decreased over
the years.

Germans

1. Over one million people in
Metropolitan Detroit are of
German ancestry.

2. They began arriving in 1830s.
3. They settled on the east side of

Detroit.
4. In late 1800s, Germans were the

dominant ethnic group in
Metropolitan Detroit.

Greeks

1. There are around 30,000 living in
the Detroit Metropolitan region.

2. The largest Greek immigration was
from the late 1880s to the early
1900s.

3. They settled in an area near
downtown that became known as
“Greektown.”
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Hungarians

1. There are about 70,000 living in
Detroit region.

2. The first Hungarians arrived just
after 1900.

3. They settled in a region of
southwestern Detroit called
“Delray.”

4. Many came to work in the mills
along the river.

Italians

1. Nearly 300,000 live in the
Metropolitan Detroit region.

2. A few Italian families came before
the Civil War.

3. Most came between 1880 and 1920.
4. They settled along Gratiot Street

near Eastern Market.
5. Over the years, many moved

eastward to St. Clair Shores,
Warren, and other parts of Macomb
County.

Canadians

1. They started settling in
Metropolitan Detroit region in the
1840s.

2. Many moved just across the river.
3. Once here, many Canadians

identified themselves as Irish,
Scottish, English, or Welsh.

Mexicans

1. They began immigrating to the
region around the time of World
War I.

2. Many settled in an area of southwest
Detroit that became known as
“Mexicantown.”

3. Today many Mexicans live in
Dearborn, Pontiac, and in
downriver suburbs such as
Melvindale and Allen Park.

Russians

1. Russian Jews immigrated to the
Detroit Metropolitan region to
escape discrimination in their
homeland.

2. A few came in the early 1900s but
most in the late 1900s.

3. In the 1970s and 1980s, about 7000
Russian Jews lived in Oakland
County.

Ukrainians

1. There are about 33,000 in the
region.

2. Many came from Pittsburgh, where
they had been miners.

3. Many came here to work in the
automobile factories.

4. They settled on the west side of
Detroit, and later in Hamtramck.

5. Today many live in southern
Macomb County.
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Lebanese

1. Up to 100,000 live in the
Metropolitan Detroit region.

2. Christians from Lebanon first came
around 1890 and settled just east of
downtown.

3. Lebanese Muslims began to arrive
around 1910 and settled in
Highland Park.

4. Another wave of Lebanese came in
the 1970s.

Nigerians

1. Not including African-Americans,
around 1500 out of the 7000
Africans that live in Metropolitan
Detroit are from Nigeria.

2. Many came in late 1900s when the
military was in power in Nigeria.

3. They come from many different
Nigerian ethnic groups.

Koreans

1. A small number came after the end
of the Korean War in the 1950s.

2. Many more came in the late 1970s.
3. Most settled in Oakland County.

Poles

1. Began to come to Metropolitan
Detroit just after the Civil War.

2. They immigrated in very large
numbers between 1890 and 1920.

3. Many settled in the lower east side
and the west side of Detroit.

4. By 1920, they had become the
largest immigrant group with nearly
20% of the population.

5. Over time, they moved north and
east into Macomb County suburbs.


