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Report X-0611 – Education By Employment Comparison 

  
This report provides a snapshot of what has happened to former high school students who (1) have completed a 
career and technical education program, (2) were in 12th grade the previous spring, and (3) responded to a 
survey nine to ten months after 12th grade. 
 
By type of program (CIP) and by totals at each of the district, CEPD, and state levels, the profiles provide you 
with the numbers and percentages (based on the total number of completers who responded) who were:  

A. Working for pay (“Employment”), or 
B. Continuing their educations (“Education”), or 
C. Not Employed and Not Continuing Education. 

 
The report breaks down both education and employment according to whether it is ‘related’ or ‘unrelated’ to the 
secondary CTE program. Students who answered that they use the skills they were taught either ‘a lot’ or 
‘some’ were categorized as in ‘related’ continuing education or employment. Students who answered that they 
use the skills they were taught ‘hardly ever’ or ‘not at all’ were categorized as in continuing education or 
employment ‘unrelated’ to their secondary CTE program. Note that only student respondents, not proxy 
respondents provided information on ‘relatedness’ of continuing education or employment. In this guide, the 
term ‘respondents’ will refer to information about former students provided by both student respondents and 
proxy respondents. Students who completed more than one CTE program in high school answered the questions 
in relation to the program they were pursing most. A student could be in continuing education related to the 
secondary CTE program and also be employed in a job related or unrelated to the CTE program. This report 
shows this breakdown. In addition, employment is broken down as full-time (FT), Part-time (PT) or hours 
unknown with full-time employment defined as working 35 hours per week or more. 
 
The report is designed as a grid, with education status in rows and employment status in columns. Column 1 of 
the report contains row headings and row 1 contains column headings. Below is a description of the content of 
each section of the report. Refer to a copy of the 2003 State-level report provided in Appendix A. 

TOTALS 

You will find useful total values in row 8 and in column17 of this report. Row 8 shows the total number and 
percent of respondents for each type of employment. For example, column 14 of row 8 shows the total number 
and percent of respondents who were employed. In 2003, 22,259 or 66.3% of total respondents were employed 
full-time, part-time or for an unknown number of hours per week. You will note that this is the same number 
shown in row 5 in the “Total” column on the X0610 report. The percentage shown on this report (X0611) 
reflects the percentage of total respondents, rather than the percent of those available for work. 
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Column 17 shows the total number and percent of respondents for each type of continuing education. For 
example, row 5 of column 17 shows the total number and percent of respondents who were in continuing 
education. In 2003, 22,805 former students or 67.9% of total respondents were continuing their educations in a 
field that was related, unrelated or of unknown relatedness to their secondary CTE program. This number and 
percent are the same as shown in row 12 of the ‘total’ column of the X0610 report. 

Row 8, column 17 shows the total number of survey respondents. In 2003, 33,570 respondents provided 
information on former students. The percentage shows that this number represents 100% of respondents. This is 
the same as the number shown in the ‘total’ column in row 2 on the X0610 report. The X0610 report also shows 
the total number of completers to be surveyed and the survey response rate. 
 
Subtotals by type of employment are shown in columns 5, 9 and 13 and are discussed under the appropriate 
section. You will find the discussion of the total number and percent of students in related employment shown 
in column 5 under the section heading “related employment.” Discussion of the total number and percent of 
students in unrelated employment shown in column 9 is found under the section heading “Unrelated 
Employment.” Discussion of column 13 (relatedness of employment unknown) is found under the section 
heading “Both Employed and Continuing Education.” 
 
The total number and percent of students in continuing education is shown in row 5. Discussion of this total is 
found under the section heading “Total Continuing Education.” 

EMPLOYMENT 

Columns 2-5: Related Employment 
Columns 2 through 5 give the numbers of respondents who were in related employment by education status. For 
students working in a job related to their CTE program, column 2 shows the number working full-time, column 
3 shows the number working part-time and column 4 shows the number working an unknown number of hours. 
The percent in each cell is based on the total number of respondents. For example, column 2, row 5 shows the 
number and percent of respondents who were both working full-time in a job related to their CTE program and 
continuing their educations in a related or unrelated field. In 2003, 1,570 or 4.7% of survey respondents were 
both working in a job related to their CTE program and continuing their educations. Column 5, row 2 shows the 
number and percent of total respondents who were both working full-time in a job related to their CTE program, 
and continuing their educations in a related field. In 2003, 4,303 or 12.8% of survey respondents were both 
working in a job related to their CTE program and continuing their educations in a related field. 
 
Column 5 of row 8 shows the total number of respondents who were employed in a job related to their CTE 
program. This value includes all respondents who reported related employment, regardless of whether or not 
they were continuing their educations, including those whose education status and hours worked were 
unknown. The percent shown in column 5 of row 8 is the percent of total respondents employed in a job related 
to their CTE program. The percent is calculated by dividing the total number in related employment (column 5, 
row 8) by the total number of respondents (given in column 17 of row 8). In 2003, 8,435 or 25.1 percent of 
survey respondents were employed in a job related to their CTE program. 
 
Column 2 of row 8 shows the total number of respondents who were employed full-time in a field related to 
their CTE program and column 3 of row 8 shows the total number employed part-time in a related field. These 
numbers match the values in rows 6a and 7a respectively, of the X0610 report. The percentages differ from 
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those shown on the X06010 report because those percentages are based on the number of respondents who were 
available for work, whereas this percentage is based on the total number of respondents. 
 
Columns 6-9: Unrelated Employment 
Columns 6 through 9 give the numbers of respondents who were in unrelated employment by education status. 
For students working in a job unrelated to their CTE program, column 6 shows the number working full-time, 
column 7 shows the number working part-time and column 8 shows the number working an unknown number 
of hours. The percent in each cell is based on the total number of respondents. For example, column 6, row 2 
shows the number and percent of respondents who were working full-time in a job unrelated to their CTE 
program but were continuing their educations in a field of study related to their CTE program. In 2003, 420 or 
1.3% of respondents were working full-time in an unrelated job but were continuing their educations in a field 
related to their CTE program. Column 7, row 2 shows the number and percent of total respondents who were 
working part-time in a job unrelated to their CTE program, but continuing their educations in a field related to 
their CTE program. In 2003, this was 1,507 former students or 4.5% of respondents. Column 9, row 2 shows the 
total number of respondents who were working in a job unrelated to their secondary CTE program but who 
were continuing their educations in a related area. In  2003, 2,061 former students whose employment was 
unrelated to their secondary CTE program were pursuing continuing education in a field related to their 
program. 
 
Column 9 of row 8 shows the total number of respondents who were employed in a job unrelated to their CTE 
program. This value includes all respondents, regardless of whether or not they were continuing their 
educations and includes those whose education status was unknown. The percent shown in column 9 of row 8 is 
the percent of total respondents employed in a job unrelated to their CTE program. The percent is calculated by 
dividing the total number in unrelated employment (column 9, row 8) by the total number of respondents (given 
in column 17 of row 8). In 2003, a total of 5,789 or 17.2% of respondents were employed in a field unrelated to 
their secondary CTE program. 
 
Column 6 of row 8 shows the total number of respondents who were employed full-time in a field unrelated to 
their CTE program and column 7 of row 8 shows the total number employed part-time in an unrelated field. 
These numbers match the values in rows 6b and 7b respectively, of the X0610 report. The percentages differ 
from those shown on the X06010 report because those percentages are based on the number of respondents who 
were available for work, whereas this percentage is based on the total number of respondents. 

Columns 10-13: Employed – Relatedness Unknown 
Columns 10 through 13 show the number and percent of respondents who reported employment, but who did 
not provide information on relatedness. Since relatedness was measured by asking for the viewpoint of the 
former student, only former students, not proxy respondents, provided information on relatedness. Columns 10 
through 13 include all proxy responses that reported employment as well as student responses in which 
relatedness of the employment was unknown.  

Column 14: Total Employment 
The total number of respondents who were employed is given in column 14 of row 8. This value includes those 
with unknown hours and/or unknown relatedness. It includes all employed, regardless of education status, 
including those not continuing their educations or whose education status was unknown. This number is the 
same as that shown in the ‘total’ column in row 5 of the X0610 report. The percent of respondents who were 
employed, either part-time or full-time, in either a related or an unrelated job, is also shown in column 14 of 
row 8. The percent is calculated by dividing the total number employed (column 14, row 8) by the total number 
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of respondents (given in column 17 of row 8). This percentage differs from the percentage shown on the X0610 
report because that percent is based on the number of respondents who were available for work, whereas this 
percentage is based on the total number of respondents. 

Column 15: Not Employed 
Column 15 shows the number and percent of respondents who were not employed, by education status. Row 5, 
column 15 shows the number and percent who were not employed but were in continuing education. In 2003, 
8,483 or 25.3% of respondents were not employed, but were in continuing education. Row 6, column 15 shows 
the number and percent who were not employed and who were not in continuing education. In 2003, 1,716 or 
5.1% of respondents were not employed and were not in continuing education. This includes both former 
students who were seeking work and who were not seeking work. The total number of respondents who were 
not employed is shown in row 8, column 15. In 2003, 10,210 former students or 30.4% of respondents were not 
employed. 

Column 16: Employment Status Unknown 
Column 16 shows the number and percent of respondents for whom employment status was unknown. 

Row 8: Employment Status Totals 
Row 8 shows the total number and percent for each employment status, regardless of education status. 

CONTINUING EDUCATION 

Row 2: Related Continuing Education 
The total number of respondents who were in continuing education related to their secondary CTE program is 
given in row 2 of column17. This value includes students who were not employed or whose employment status 
was unknown. The percent shown in row 2 of column 17 is the percent of total respondents in continuing 
education related to their CTE program. The percent is calculated by dividing the total number in continuing 
education in a related field (row 2, column 17) by the total number of respondents (row 8, column 17). In 2003, 
10,252 or 30.5% of respondents were in continuing education related to their CTE program. This number is also 
shown in row 12 of the X0610 report. The percentage on the X0610 report differs because it shows the 
percentage of student respondents continuing their educations, while this report shows the percent of total 
respondents. 
 
Columns 2 through 13 of row 2 give the numbers of respondents who were in related continuing education by 
employment status. The percent in each cell is based on the total number of respondents. For example, row 2, 
column 5 shows the number and percent of total respondents who were both continuing their educations in a 
field related to their CTE program, and working (full-time or part-time) in a related job. In 2003, 4,303 or 
12.8% of respondents were both employed in a field related to their secondary CTE program and continuing 
their educations in a related field. 
 
Row 3: Unrelated Continuing Education 
The total number of respondents who were continuing their educations in an area unrelated to their secondary 
CTE program is given in row 3 of column 17. This value includes students who were not employed or whose 
employment status was unknown. The percent shown in row 3 of column 17 is the percent of total respondents 
in continuing education unrelated to their CTE program. The percent is calculated by dividing the total number 
in continuing education in an unrelated field (row 3, column 17) by the total number of respondents (row 8, 
column 17). In 2003, 3,783 or 11.3% of respondents were continuing their educations in a field unrelated to 

 
 4 



X0611 Report Interpretation Guide 
2003 Follow-up Survey of 2002 Program completers 

their secondary CTE program. 
 
Columns 2 through 13 of row 3 give the numbers of respondents who were in unrelated continuing education by 
employment status. The percent in each cell is based on the total number of respondents. For example, row 3, 
column 5 shows the number and percent of total respondents who were continuing their educations in a field 
unrelated to their CTE program, but working (full-time or part-time) in a job related to their CTE program. In 
2003, 829 or 2.5% of respondents were continuing their educations in an unrelated field but working full-time 
or part-time in a related field. 
 
Row 4: Continuing Education – Relatedness unknown 
Row 4 shows the number and percent of respondents who reported continuing education, but who did not 
provide information on relatedness. Since relatedness was measured by asking for the viewpoint of the former 
student, only former students, not proxy respondents, provided information on relatedness. Row 4 includes all 
proxy responses that reported continuing education as well as student responses in which relatedness of the 
continuing education was unknown.   

Row 5: Total Continuing Education 
The total number of respondents who were continuing their educations is given in row 5, column 17. In 2003, 
22,805 or 67.9% of respondents were continuing their educations. This value includes those in continuing 
education of unknown relatedness to the secondary CTE program. It includes all continuing their educations, 
regardless of employment status, including those not employed or whose employment status is unknown. The 
percent shown in row 5 of column 17 is the percent of total respondents continuing their educations. The 
percent is calculated by dividing the total number continuing their educations (row 5, column 17) by the total 
number of respondents (column 17, row 8). This value and percent are the same as that shown in the ‘total’ 
column of row 12 of the X0610 report. 

Row 6: Not in Continuing Education 
Row 6 shows the number and percent of respondents who were not in continuing education, by employment 
status. In 2003, a total of 9,811 or 29.2% of respondents were not in continuing education (row 6, column 17). 

Row 7: Continuing Education Status Unknown 
Row 7 shows the number and percent of respondents for whom continuing education status was unknown. 

Column 17: Education Status Totals  
Column 17 shows the total number and percent for each education status, regardless of employment status. 

EDUCATION BY EMPLOYMENT COMPARISON 

Both Employed and Continuing Education 
The number of students who were both employed and continuing their educations is given in row 5 of 
column14. This value includes those for whom the relatedness of the continuing education and/or employment 
was unknown and those for whom the number of hours worked was unknown. It does not include those for 
whom either continuing education status was unknown or for whom employment status was unknown. The 
percent shown in row 5, column 14 is the percent of total respondents who were both employed and continuing 
their educations. The percent is calculated by dividing the total number both employed and in continuing 
education (row 5, column 14) by the total number of respondents (row 8, column 17). In 2003, 13,356 or 39.8% 
of respondents were both employed and continuing their educations. 
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The individual cells between columns 2 through 13 and rows 2 through 4 show a detailed breakdown of the 
employment and continuing education status of respondents who were both employed and continuing their 
educations. The percent in each cell is based on the total number of respondents. For example, row 2, column 5 
shows the number and percent of total respondents who were both employed in a job related to their CTE 
program and continuing their educations in a field related to their CTE program, (4,303; 12.8% of respondents 
in the example). Row 2, column 9 shows the number and percent who were employed in a job unrelated to their 
CTE program but who were continuing their educations in a field related to their secondary CTE program. 
(2,061; 6.1% of respondents in the example). Column 5, row 3 shows the number and percent who were 
continuing their educations in a field unrelated to their secondary CTE program but were currently employed in 
a job related to the CTE program (829; 2.5% of respondents in 2003). Row 4, column 13 shows the number and 
percent of total respondents who were both employed and in continuing education of unknown relatedness to 
their CTE program (4,291; 12.8% of respondents in 2003). This cell includes all responses in which the CTE 
completer was reported to be both employed and in continuing education but the information was reported by 
someone other than the CTE completer personally (a proxy respondent). 
 
Neither Employed nor in Continuing Education 
The number of respondents who reported that they were neither employed nor continuing their educations is 
given in row 6 of column 15. This value does not include those for whom either education status or employment 
status was unknown. The percent shown in row 6, column 15 is the percent of total respondents who were 
neither employed nor continuing their educations. The percent is calculated by dividing the total number neither 
employed nor in continuing education (row 6, column 15) by the total number of respondents (row 8, column 
17). In 2003, 1,716 or 5.1% of respondents were neither employed nor in continuing education. This value 
includes both those seeking work and not seeking work. 

REPORT LEVELS

This report is available at four different “levels.” The levels are “Home School” (the building in which the 
student is enrolled in courses other than CTE courses), “Fiscal Agency” (a school district that conducts or is 
accountable for the conduct of one or more state approved vocational programs), “CEPD” (Career Education 
Planning District), and “State.” Because of the complexity of the information provided, each report only 
displays the information specific to that level. For comparison purposes, it is necessary to compare to separate 
reports for other levels, such as the state level. 
 
All four kinds of reports, by level, show information by type of instructional program content (CIP code and 
name).  That means one report page per CIP for the building, fiscal agency, CEPD and state level reports.  We 
also produce “total” reports at the fiscal agency (FA), CEPD, and state levels.  “Total” reports aggregate the 
information across instruction (CIP) programs to provide data at the fiscal agency, CEPD, and state levels, 
totaled across all programs, i.e., combining all CIP codes.  As in the “level” reports, it is necessary to refer to 
other reports to compare information to fiscal agency, CEPD, or state level information. 
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If you have questions about interpretation, or suggestions for improving these reports, please contact: 
 

Jill Kroll, Ph.D. 
Office of Career and Technical Preparation 

Michigan Department of Career Development 
P. O. Box 30712 

Lansing, Michigan 48909 
(517) 241-4354 

KrollJC@michigan.gov 
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