[image: image1.jpg]



July 25, 2001

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Universal Service Fund Program (E-rate) Participants

FROM:
George Boersma, Chief Information Officer & Deputy Director

SUBJECT:
Effort Underway to Simplify Internal Connections Purchases 

______________________________________________________________________________

The State of Michigan and MiCTA are teaming together in an effort to simplify the purchase of Internal Connections (IC) products and services for Year 5 of the Universal Service Fund (USF) program. A competitive bid process is currently underway which will culminate into statewide contracts for hardware required to build local area networks, such as internal wiring, routers, hubs, switches, servers, etc. Using the buying power of MiCTA’s 12,000+ member institutions and the USF program (E-rate), you may be able to achieve significant savings on IC products and services. All Michigan schools, libraries, and rural health care providers who are members of MiCTA may take advantage of these forthcoming contracts.

In conjunction with the competitive bid process, the State of Michigan is also filing a statewide Year 5 Form 470 for IC products and services which will eliminate the need for you to engage in a separate, time-consuming bidding process with individual vendors when applying for E-rate discounts. This new Form 470 and resultant statewide contracts for IC products and services will complement the highly successful statewide contracts put into place during Year 4 for telecommunications services and Internet access. 

When using these statewide contracts (and respective Forms 470) to apply for E-rate funding for telecommunications services, Internet access, or internal connections, there is no need to obtain a competitive local bid, regardless of the dollar amount of the services sought. This is true even when the dollar amount exceeds the base amount for which competitive bids must be obtained as established in Sections 1267 and 1274 of the revised School Code.
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On Monday, October 8, 2001, the Michigan Information Network (MIN) will conduct a training session for school and library representatives in Lansing at the Michigan Library and Historical Center Forum. The training session will review the E-rate program in more detail and provide an update on the Year 5 application process. In addition, MIN and MiCTA are also preparing on-site training sessions throughout the state to help participants become more familiar with the application filing process and statewide contracts available for their use.

Additional information on the MiCTA contracts, E-rate, and upcoming training events will be available on the MIN web site at http://www.state.mi.us/cio/min. A list of intermediate school district training representatives and their phone numbers is also available at the MIN web site for your convenience.

Should you have any questions or desire additional information, please contact Laurie Taylor, Manager of Planning and Funding, Office of the Michigan Information Network, at (517) 241-0572 or taylorL4@state.mi.us.

cc:
John Barnas, MI Center for Rural Health


Christie Pearson Brandau, Library of Michigan


Elaine Didier, MI Library Association


Gary Green, MiCTA


Sue King, MDE


Sam LoPresto, MIASA/MASA

Sheryl Mase, Library of Michigan


John Rathje, MiCTA

Laurie Taylor, MIN


Carol Wolenberg, MDE
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