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July 24, 2002

MEMORANDUM

TO: State Board of Education

FROM: Thomas D. Watkins, Jr., Chairman

SUBJECT: Approval of Teacher Preparation Standards for a New Certificate Endorsement to
Prepare Physical Education Teachers of Students with Disabilities, and Approval
of Name Changes of Special Education Endorsements

Revised Administrative Rules for Special Education were filed with the Secretary of State on
May 29, 2002, and became effective on June 6, 2002. These rules were subject to an extended
period of statewide review and comment. Several provisions in the new rules require updates in
certificate endorsements for alignment with teacher preparation programs.

Rule 340.1797 previously stated the criteria for approval of programs to prepare teachers of
physical education for "handicapped individuals" (now for "students with disabilities") through
the Office of Special Education and Early Intervention Services. These approvals did not result
in endorsements that appeared on Michigan teaching certificates. Revisions to this rule changed
the language to establish a certificate endorsement entitled Teacher of Physical Education for
Students with Disabilities. At the same time, some of the language was updated in the
requirements for preparation programs. Those updated requirements, as presented in
Attachment 1, are recommended as the standards to be utilized for the approval of teacher
preparation programs in this area.

The Office of Professional Preparation Services worked jointly with the Office of Special
Education and Early Intervention Services to develop this proposal to implement changes in the
endorsements available for teaching certificates, in compliance with the Revised Administrative
Rules for Special Education.. The Teacher of Physical Education for Students with Disabilities
endorsement will only be available to teachers who possess a valid Michigan teaching certificate
and an endorsement in physical education, special education, or both.. A special education-
reimbursed teacher of physical education shall provide instruction in physical education to
students with disabilities whose disabilities preclude integration into general physical education
classes.. Teachers of physical education for students with disabilities may provide supportive
service to general physical education teachers who have students with disabilities integrated into
their programs and to teachers of students with disabilities who are delivering physical education
servIces..

KATHLEEN N. STRAUS - PRESIDENT. SHARON L. GIRE - VICE PRESIDENT
MICHAEL DAVID WARREN, JR. - SECRETARY. EILEEN LAPPIN WEISER - TREASURER

MARIANNE YARED MCGUIRE - NASBE DELEGATE. JOHN C. AUSTIN. HERBERT S. MOYER. SHARON A. WISE

608 WEST ALLEGAN STREET. P.O. BOX 30008 . LANSING. MICHIGAN 48909
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In accordance with Rule 340.1797 (d), "As of the effective date of these rules, a teacher who has
received full approval as a teacher of physical education for handicapped individuals shall be
deemed to have full approval as a teacher of physical education for students with disabilities, if
the teacher possesses a valid Michigan teaching certificate." Institutions that have previously
recommended candidates for this approval through the Office of Special Education and Early
Intervention Services may now also recommend the candidates for certificate endorsement
through the Office of Professional Preparation Services.

Other changes in language in the revised Administrative Rules for Special Education require
updates in the titles of current special education endorsements as follows:

No change is indicated for the Learning Disabilities endorsement.

The "Teachers of the Homebound" current endorsement is recommended for deletion as a
certificate endorsement since services are provided, as needed, by teachers who hold other
special education endorsements. The Revised Administrative Rules for Special Education makes
no reference to this preparation and there are currently no teacher preparation programs in this
area.

It is recommended that the State Board of Education:

1

2.

3

approve the standards for the DreDaration of teachers for a new certificate
endorsement to preDaTe Dhvsical education teachers of students with disabilities:

approve the name chan2es of soecial education endorsements: and

eliminate the endorsement for teac~of the homebound as discussed in th~
Superintendent's memorandum dated July 24. 2002.



Attachment 1

Submitted by the
Office of Professional Preparation Services

July 24, 2002



Adopted by the Michigan State Board of Education
<date>
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Standards for the Preparation of Teachers in
Physical Education

for Students with Disabilities

(SP Endorsement)

Preface

Development of the Standards

Revised Administrative Rules for Special Education were filed with the Secretary of State on
May 29, 2002, and became effective on June 6, 2002. These rules were subject to an extended
period of statewide review and comment.

Rule 340.1797 previously stated the criteria for approval of programs to prepare teachers of
physical education for "handicapped individuals" (now for "students with disabilities") through
the Office of Special Education and Early Intervention Services. These approvals did not result
in endorsements that appeared on Michigan teaching certificates. Revisions to this rule changed
the language to establish a certificate endorsement entitled Teacher of Physical Education for
Students with Disabilities. At the same time, some of the language was updated in the
requirements for preparation programs. Those updated requirements are recommended as the
standards to be utilized for the approval of teacher preparation programs in this area.

Approval of Proe;rams

This endorsement is only available to teachers who possess a valid Michigan teaching certificate
and an endorsement in physical education, special education, or both. The endorsement provides
documentation on a Michigan teaching certificate for those individuals who have completed
preparation programs in this area.

A special education-reimbursed teacher of physical education shall provide instruction in
physical education to students with disabilities whose disabilities preclude integration into
general physical education classes. Teachers of physical education for students with disabilities
may provide supportive service to general physical education teachers who have students with
disabilities integrated into their programs and to teachers of students with disabilities who are
delivering physical education services.

Approval of Prouams

Higher education institutions that are currently approved by the Office of Special Education and
Early Intervention Services to offer these programs are considered to now have approval to
recommend candidates for this certificate endorsement. Preparation programs will be scheduled
for re-approval every five years.
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