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MEMORANDUM
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Interim Superintendent

SUBJECT: Receive the Three-Year Report on Michigan Test for Teacher
Certification (MTTC) Performance for 2001-2004

One measure of the quality of teacher preparation programs in content areas is the
performance of candidates on the MTTC. Starting in October 2001, institutions were
given the opportunity to review the roster of test candidates who have registered for
each test in order to identify those candidates who have completed at least 90% of the
content coursework. This process of verifying test takers allows an institution to control
the scores that are attributed to the institution, but only for a brief period before the
candidate takes the test. This is necessary because anyone can, in principle, register to
take a test and identify any institution as the alma mater. The verification filter
introduces a review process that allows the resulting test scores to be used as part of a
broad accountability process. It should be noted that, especially during the 2001-2002
testing period, not all institutions took advantage of the opportunity to verify
test takers.

State Board of Education (SBE) approved program content standards for teacher
preparation programs form the basis for the development and modification of the
Michigan Test for Teacher Certification. In pursuit of its goal to improve teacher quality,
the SBE receives proposals for the adoption and revision of program standards for
teacher preparation. When applicable, the SBE approved standards reflect and support
Michigan's K-12 Curriculum Framework and Benchmarks, as well as standards adopted
by national professional/specialty-area organizations. Grade Level Content
Expectations (GLCE) provide useful supplementary information; however, it is the
standards and benchmarks that create the essential foundation for the development of
both teacher preparation and the MTTC.

Attachment A identifies, for each approved Michigan teacher preparation institution, the
aggregate content test passing rates for the three-year period of testing during which
the verification process option has been in place. Table 1 shows the overall pass rate
for each institution; Table 2 shows the state pass rate by content area; and Table 3
shows the pass rate by content area for each institution.

~~.i~ ~eco~m~~de~ that the State Board of Education receive the three-vear re~ort on
~ichigao Te_st for Teacher Certification cerformance for 2001-2004. as discussed in the
Sucerintendent's memorandum dated June 27. 2005.
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