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MEMORANDUM
TO: State Board of Education
FROM Mrs. Marianne Yared McGuire, NASBE Delegate

SUBJECT. Election of National Association of State Boards of Education
Board of Directors — 2005

Board members have been notified by the National Association of State Boards of
Education (NASBE) that ballots for the election of NASBE Board of Directors
are due by July 1, 2004.

In accordance with NASBE Bylaws, the President-elect is voted upon by the
general membership. The election is by a majority vote of member states, with
one vote per state. Area Directors are elected by a regional majority of member
states, one vote per state.

Attached is background information on the candidates for President-elect and
Central Area Director, including a resume, statement of interest, and photo.
Please review the information and be prepared to discuss the election at the
June 8, 2004, meeting.
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April 12, 2004

Ms. Kathleen N. Straus /
8801 Kingswood, Apt. 204 s )
Detroit, MI 48221 e g,

Dear Ms. Straus:

As you know, the election of the 2005 NASBE Board of Directors will be
completed through mail balloting. Enclosed with this letter is background
information on each of the candidates, President-elect and Area Director,
including a resume, statement of interest, and photo.

In accordance with our recently amended Bylaws, President-elect shall be
voted upon by the general membership. They will be elected by a majority
vote of member states, with one vote per state. In the case of Area Director,
candidates will be elected by a regional majority of member states — again,
one vote per state. All ballots must be received at the Association
Headquarters by July 1, 2004.

I urge you to carefully review the information enclosed and to put this issue on
your next board meeting agenda. A copy of this letter and the ballot have also
been sent to your State Board Executive. Remember, every state vote is very
important.

If you have any questions on the voting process, please call Marsha
McMullin, Director of Special Projects, at 703/684-4000, ext. 116, or you
can e-mail her at marsham@nasbe.org.

Smg eh ,

{4—/%»‘ ceh
Robert Lazafrd

President

cc: State Executive \V//

Enclosures

PS.  Beginning May 7, the NASBE website will display a list of states that
have submitted ballots to headquarters. Only the fact that a state has voted
will be shown, but not how it voted.

Brenda Lilienthal Welburn
Executive Director






BIOGRAPHY
Diane Fladmo

My quest for a career in education began very early when, before even
enrolling in kindergarten, | decided that | would be a teacher. | didn’t just
want to be an educator, | needed to be an educator. Born and raised in
Montana, | received a quality public school education in Poplar, the
headquarters of the Fort Peck Indian Reservation. As a lifetime student
of education, | worked diligently to become the best educator | could be;
a quest | continue.

| obtained a double major in elementary/special education from Montana

State University with graduate work in special education and education

leadership at the University of Montana and Montana State University. |

delighted in working eleven years as a special education teacher, teaching

students, age 3-20 with myriad disabilities. | also enjoyed the challenge of

direction a job-training program for students with disabilities. | take great

pride in the successes of my former students and relish their visits. Since 1990 | have loved my work as the
administrator of an educational cooperative serving a multi-county area in remote eastern Montana, which
provides special education, curriculum development, professional development, and instruction via interactive
television. Our present service area encompasses approximately fifty-thousand square miles.

In 2003, | began a new career with the University of Montana as a research associate while concurrently working
my final year as a cooperative administrator. During my employment with the University, | have worked on
international education projects involving national assessment systems and curriculum development, traveling to
Ghana and the United Arab Emirates. In addition, | have co-directed a project funded through NASA intended to
improve Montana's science curriculum through the inclusion of cutting-edge science content provided by NASA
scientists that will be disseminated electronically to teachers and students throughout the state.

For the past ten years, my work as a part-time employee of Montana’s Office of Public Instruction, Special
Education Division, has broadened by perspective and expertise as | provided training and technical assistance,
served as a compliance monitor, and facilitated dispute resolutions as a certified mediator.

My work with NASBE is incredibly rewarding. In 2001, | was honored to co-chair the NASBE study group on low
performing schools, which was both rigorous and rewarding. For the past two years, i have served on the NASBE
Board as a Western Region Director and have been pleased to serve on various committees, seizing opportunities
to learn volumes from other experienced and capable NASBE members and NASBE'’s exemplary staff. | have
also been privileged to represent Montana as the voting delegate for two years.

My involvement in many other organizations has provided many additional leadership opportunities. For the
Montana Council of Administrators of Special Education, | served as Regional Director and state
secretary/treasurer. In 1996, | was elected to serve a three-year term as a local trustee, served as joint board
secretary and chaired several committees. In 1997, | was elected as a Regional Director for the Montana School
Boards Association, serving on the executive and steering committees, among others. In 1998, | was appointed
as a political independent to the Montana Board of Public Education (BOPE) by then Governor Marc Racicot. | am
presently serving a fourth term as Vice Chair and as a member of the Executive Committee. | currently chair
several committees for the Montana BOPE including Strategic Planning, Assessment, Governmental Relations,
and P-20. | also enjoyed representing the BOPE on the Governor’s Task Force on Teacher Shortage, the
Montana Commission on Teaching, and the Montana Higher Education Economic Leadership Committee.



