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MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

To promote fresh fruit and vegetable consumption among schoolchildren, the Child
Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act of 2004 (Public Law 108-265) authorized the
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to fund a Fresh Fruit and
Vegetable Program (FFVP) grant. The program follows two years of a pilot program
in which USDA received applications from Michigan schools and selected 25
participating schools. Under the extended program, funds must be awarded to 25
School Food Authorities (SFAs). It is expected that approximately $1.3 million to
$1.5 million will be allocated annually to reimburse the SFAs for expenses
associated in the operation of the FFVP.

The criteria being used for school selection are necessary to ensure that a diverse
group of 25 schools will be selected for the FFVP.

It is recommended that the State Board of Education aQ~rove the criteria for the
FFVP Grant as attached to the Su~erintendent's memorandum dated A~ril 25. 2005.
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Criteria for: USDA Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) Grant

The State Board of Education has adopted as its Strategic Goal "Attain substantial
and meaningful improvement in academic achievement for all students/children
with primary emphasis on high priority schools and students.n In addition, the
State Board has adopted the following five Strategic Initiatives to implement the
goal:

Ensuring Excellent Educators
Elevating Educational Leadership
Embracing the Information Age

Ensuring Early Childhood Literacy
Integrating Communities and

Schools

.

.

To the extent possible, all grant criteria and grant awards will include priority
consideration of the Strategic Goal and the Strategic Initiatives.

BACKGROUND/PURPOSEOFGRANT

Formula (check all that apply)X Competitive New X Continuation

To promote fresh fruit and vegetable consumption among schoolchildren, the Child
Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act of 2004 (Public Law 108-265) authorized the
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to fund a Fresh Fruit and
Vegetable Program (FFVP) grant. The program follows two years of a pilot program
in which USDA received applications from Michigan schools and selected 25
participating schools. Under the extended program, funds must be awarded to 25
School Food Authorities (SFAs). It is expected that approximately $1.3 million to
$1.5 million will be allocated annually to reimburse the SFAs for expenses
associated in the operation of the FFVP.

LEGISLATION

The FFVP is part of the Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act of 2004 (Public
Law 108-265, Section 120)

Complete information can be obtained at:
http://www.fns. usda.gov /cnd/Govemance/Legislation/PL_1O8-265.pdf

RATIONALE FOR CRITERIA

The criteria being used have been recommended by the USDA and will ensure that
a diverse group of 25 schools, to include low-income, nutritionally at-risk
individuals, will be selected for the FFVP.



CRITERIA

Proposed by StaffX Defined in Legislation Defined in Department's Grant

No more than 25 schools will be selected to participate in the program..

Schools will be selected to represent a blend of urban, rural, and suburban
locations, as well as large and small schools.

.
Eligible schools will be primary and secondary schools..

Schools selected will be representative of high to low populations eligible for
free or reduced price meals.

Schools will be selected that represent a diverse racial and ethnic mix

Schools selected will reflect a variety of implementation strategies and that
use complementary nutrition education and promotion activities.

School selection will be based on a brief proposal that explains how the
school intends to implement the program, any partnerships the school will
have to support the program, the benefits of the program to the students,
and anticipated barriers to success and plans to overcome the barriers.

.

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS/TARGET POPULATION TO BE SERVED BY GRANT

Eligible applicants include all public and private elementary and secondary schools
and Intermediate School Districts. Target population is the students in attendance
at these schools.

TOTAL FUNDS AVAILABLE

SY 2004-2005: $1,303,989
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