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MEMORANDUM

TO: State Board of Education

FROM: Michael P. Flanagan, Chair

SUBJECT: Approval of the Revised Michigan Definition for Identifying Highly
Qualified Teachers

On April 24, 2003 the State Board of Education approved "Michigan's Definition for
Identifying Highly Qualified Teachers" in response to requirements established by
the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001. In September 2005 the United States
Department of Education conducted its Title II onsite monitoring review of the
Michigan Department of Education's (MDE) compliance with the provisions of NCLB.

The monitoring team recommended the following, regarding Michigan's definition of
highly qualified teachers:

"The MDE should revise its High Objective Uniform State Standard of
Evaluation CHOUSSE) procedures for veteran elementary school
teachers to include factors pertaining to National Board Certification or
masters degrees. As part of a State's HOUSSE procedures, either of
these factors could be sufficient to demonstrate subject-matter
competency."

The revisions are attached as an information item titled, "The Revised Michigan
Definition for Identifying Highly Qualified Teachers". Revisions are identified on
pages 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 13.

It is recommended that the State Board of Education aDDrove the Revised Michigan
Definition for Identifvina Highlv Qualified Teachers as discussed in the
SuDerintendent's memorandum dated~ece:~_bet_~~~5.
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MICHIGAN'S TEACHER CERTIFICATION SYSTEM

Introd uctio n

Michigan law requires that a person employed in an elementary or secondary school
with instructional responsibilities shall hold a certificate, permit, or vocational
authorization valid for the position to which he/she is assigned. Within the
Michigan Department of Education (MDE), the Office of Professional Preparation
Services (OPPS) is the organizational unit to which compliance with this
requirement is assigned.

This office fosters the educational achievement of all Michigan youth and adults by
assuring that all professional school personnel complete quality preparation and
professional development programs that meet standards established by the
Michigan Legislature, the State Board of Education, and the Superintendent of
Public Instruction.


